
Issue 16 June 03 2011 

Feast of Blessed John XXIII 

Today is the Feast Day of our Founder, Blessed John XXIIII.  I thought it was worth reprinting this 
lovely reflection by Michael McGirr. 
 
It's hard to find anyone who doesn't have a soft spot for Blessed John XXIII, the Pope who was born 
as Angelo Roncalli into a simple Italian village in 1881. He once said that he was proud to have been 
born in poverty and to die in poverty.  Dying in poverty is not how many people would see the papacy, 
but for John XXIII it was true. People warmed to him partly because he never allowed the status or 
demands of his position to disguise the warmth and simplicity of his humanity.  Another of his many 
delightful sayings was that anybody can become Pope. 'The proof of this is that I have become one.' 
He is also  reported to have said: 'It often happens that I wake up at night and begin to think about a 
serious problem and decide I must tell the Pope about it. Then I wake up completely and remember 
that I am the Pope.' 
 
It would be a mistake, however, to conclude that the simplicity of John XXIII's heart meant that he had 
a simple mind. He was shrewd. During World War II, he negotiated a range of extremely sensitive and 
complex diplomatic tasks, especially once he became nuncio to France in I944, a time when the 
country was tense and confused. When he became Pope in 1958 he was already seventy-seven and 
many people thought that he had been elected to look after the shop for a few years but not do 
anything drastic. Finding that the internal workings of the Vatican had become airless and stuffy and 
that the church was, for a lot of people, a kind of 'perfect society' sealed off from the rest of the world, 
he decided that the windows needed to be opened and some fresh air let in. The result was the 
Second Vatican Council, an idea that some of his cardinals thought would soon go away. 
 
John XXIII was one of those people who opens things up rather than closes them down. He said, 'See 
everything, overlook a great deal, correct a little.' He wanted us all to live with an openness of spirit:  
'Consult not your fears but your hopes and your dreams. Think not about your frustrations, but about 
your unfulfilled potential. Concern yourself not with what you tried and failed in, but with what it is still 
possible for you to do.' 
 
Today the Senior Exams commenced and will continue from the 7th—16th June.  This can be a 
stressful time for students in Year 11 and 12 and the College offers them  our support and prayers as 
they undertake these exams.  The community can help in a very practical way by observing the signs 
requesting ‘silence’ around the Exhibition Centre.  
 
The Year 10 students have commenced their subject selection process for Year 11, 2012.  This is an 
exciting time  but a time which often causes some angst.  There are many excellent sources of support 
and information.  
I would recommend: 
 Mr Rob Novacsek—Deputy Principal, Curriculum  
 Ms Sarah Hammond—Careers Counsellor 
 Pastoral Welfare Coordinators and House Coordinators who will be working with Year 10’s 
 Learning Area Coordinator if you have a subject specific question. 
 
Enjoy a well deserved long weekend break as we celebrate the Foundation of Western Australia.  We 
live in a truly magic part of the world and we have much to be grateful for in our environment and 
lifestyle. 
 
Together let us seek justice. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 

Mrs Anne Fry   -  Principal   

Dear Parents, Students and Friends of John XXIII College 



Around the Primary 
 
Dear Parents 
 
Thank you to all those who attended our primary school assembly today.  We were entertained by the talented 
children from 5B. Special thanks to Miss Santelli for coordinating this great assembly. We now look forward to 
seeing many parents and friends at our Mass next Friday 10th June at 9am. This Mass is kindly being prepared 
by Ms O’Connor and Year 2B. 
 
As mentioned previously the Semester One report format will be different from past years. An information 
brochure will be sent home shortly with more details about the new reports. We will also be running two 
Reporting Information sessions for parents to explain the changes. The session times are: 
 
 Tuesday 14th June at 9am in the MacKillop Room 
 Thursday 16th June at 2.30pm in the MacKilllop Room 

 
The children and staff loved 
coming to school in their pyjamas 
on Compassion Day. To add to 
the excitement on the day the 
Channel Ten helicopter landed 
on the primary oval with 
newsreader Narelda Jacobs. Ms 
Jacobs spent time greeting the 
children and later addressed the 
children from Years 3-6. The day 
was a huge success and we 
thank you for your donations for Lifelink. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Finally, as we are now half way through another busy term it is 
timely to thank the parents at John XXIII College for their 
continuous support, in particular: 
 
 informing us of your child absence from school 
 sending children to school in their correct uniform  
 making sure your child arrives at school on time 
 reading emails and newsletters 
 sharing special skills with us and helping at school events 
 showing appreciation to the wonderful staff. 
 
Enjoy the long week end! 
 
Kind regards 

Ms Antoinette De Pinto  -  Head of Primary    

IMPORTANT DATES: 
Sunday 5th June - Year 3 
Musical rehearsal from 2-5pm 

 

 

Tuesday 7th June – Year 5B 
to visit a Japanese restaurant 

Medical Information Update 
Parents/Guardians are requested to notify the College immediately if there is a change in your child/rens 
medical information and/or a change in your contact details. 
College phone: 9383 0400  Email:  jtc@johnxxiii.edu.au   



The Importance of Allowing Kids Time to Unwind. 
This week’s article by Michael Grose encourages us as Parents to create opportunities and time for our kids 
and us to unwind. 
 
Daniel Moylan Primary School Counsellor 



Traditions for Today: 
A series of 6 individual weekly talks will be held at St Joseph`s Church, 3 Salvado Road, Subiaco in the 
UPPER ROOM commencing on Wed.15th June at 7pm. The Presenter is Michelle Jones MTh,STL, from 
the  Maranatha  Centre for Adult Faith Formation. 
 
There is a $5 donation per talk including refreshments.   
 
Further details on St Joseph`s website: www.stjosephssubiaco.org.au     
Ph: 9381 0400 or email: enquiries@stjosephssubiaco.org.au 

Tuesday Prayer Group at St Thomas 
Please Come...Tuesdays....Prayer Group @ St Thomas 
If you are looking to connect with other like-minded women, who share a Christian spirituality, then please feel 
welcome to come along to our Prayer Group.    
 
First we enjoy a cuppa, chat and then share moments with God in prayer. It is very casual and there are no 
expectations...we are happy just to be with God for about 1 hour a week, in fellowship with other women. You 
may be struggling with a situation, or just want to give thanks, it is refreshing to hand it over to God.  “No 
experience required”. 
Where:    St Thomas meeting room (adjacent to church). College Rd Claremont. 
When:     We meet every Tuesday 9am for a 9.30am start. 
Queries:   04385 58788- Julie 

Chaplain’s Comments 
This weekend we celebrate the feast of the Ascension of the Lord and this feast does present some difficulties 
to us as teachers and believers. Friends we need to make clear that the biblical account given in Scripture 
Acts 1:11 do not mean that Jesus, at the end of his earthly career, literally ascended in the way described. 
Luke presents Jesus the persecuted prophet crucified on the trumped up charge of being a political messiah, a 
rebel against Rome, after having escaped the clutches of his enemies, by rising from the dead, makes an 
Elijah-like ascent to heaven (2Kings 2:1-18). Jesus has been removed from human sight and begins a 
messianic reign in heaven but that does not mean an abandonment of the disciples or his saving mission, on 
the contrary he is always present and active in a new mode of being, especially through the gift of the Spirit, 
that comes down on all as they and we are all called in turn to become witnesses.  
 
A man went out on a starry night and shook his fist at the heavens yelling, “Oh, God, what a lousy, rotten world 
you’ve made. I could have done much better.” Then a voice boomed from the clouds saying, “That’s why I put 
you there. Get busy.” 
 
 We also celebrate World Environment Day on the 5 June. The UN has declared 2011 the International year of 
the Forests and the theme for this year: NATURE AT YOUR SERVICE. It is an opportunity to reflect on the 
importance of forest and the integrity of all creation for the survival and well being of all species including 
humanity. The two images which have been employed to express our care of creation are those of stewards or 
gardeners. “The Lord God placed man in the Garden of Eden to cultivate it and guard it”. (Genesis 1:15). We 
are all called to a vocation of care for creation so that the non human creation cares for us. To bring our 
interconnectedness the Uniting Church offers us an opportunity to reflect on this statement:  
 
“We will challenge values which emphasise acquisitiveness and greed in disregard of the needs of others and 
which encourage a higher standard of living for the privileged in the face of daily widening gap between the 
rich and the poor. We are concerned with basic human rights of future generations and will urge the wise use 
of energy, the protection of the environment and the replenishment of the earth and resources for their use and 
enjoyment. We affirm our belief that the natural world is God’s creation, good in God’s eyes, good in itself and 
good in sustaining human life. Recognizing the vulnerability of life and the resources of creation we will work to 
promote the responsible management, use and occupation of the earth by human societies. We will seek to 
identify and challenge all structures and attitudes which perpetuate and compound the destruction of creation”.   
 
If Jesus Christ were to come today, people would not even crucify him. They would ask him to dinner, and 
hear what he had to say, and make fun of it: Thomas Carlyle. 
  
Fr Gaetan Pereira  -  College Chaplain 



HEALTH INFORMATION  
HEAD LICE INFORMATION 
 

AS A PREVENTATIVE MEASURE COULD PARENTS/GUARDIANS PLEASE CHECK YOUR CHILD/REN 
REGULARLY FOR HEAD LICE.  
 

What are Head Lice? Head lice are tiny insect parasites that live on the human head, feeding on the scalp 
several times a day. Head lice reproduce by laying their eggs (nits) on the hair shaft close to the scalp. They 
are not dangerous, don’t carry diseases and are not a sign of poor hygiene. 
 
How are head lice spread? Head lice are spread by head-to-head contact with another person who has head 
lice, e.g. when doing group work at school, playing, or hugging. Head lice can run form one head to another in 
seconds. Head lice cannot fly, jump or swim, but they can sometimes ‘trapeze’ from one hair to another. 
Brushes and combs are unlikely to transfer head lice and do not transfer viable eggs, as these are very hard to 
detach from the hair shaft. Head lice are not spread through bed linen, clothing or head gear, as they do not 
leave the scalp unless they are dead or dying. Eggs (nits) do not fall off until weeks after they have hatched as 
the egg shells are glued tightly to the hair shaft. 
 
How do I look for head lice?  
Dry head checks are unreliable, due to the speed at which head lice move. 
Saturate dry hair with hair conditioner, then comb in sections with a metal fine-tooth ‘nit’ comb. Wipe the comb 
on a white paper towel and examine them with a strong light or magnifying glass to look for head lice and 
eggs. 

 
What do I do if I find head lice?  
 Check all household members (use hair conditioner).  
 Choose one of the treatments from the Department of Health’s Fact Sheet (10 day hair conditioner 
 treatment or insecticide treatment). 
 Inform the class teacher or nurse and inform any other contacts.  
 Parent/guardian of child with head lice will be given confirmation of treatment form to complete and return 
 Parents/Guardians will be emailed when head lice is reported from a class. 
 When treatment is completed, check the hair regularly, e.g. weekly, for any further head lice infestation. 
 Early treatment can prevent spread to further close contacts. 
 For further information go to www.health.wa.gov.au/headlice. 
 
Jenny Hill (College Nurse)  

Magis 
 

On Thursday 26 May our Mock Trials Team 1 was defeated by Carine Senior High School in a fantastic and 
close case. Both the John XXIII College  teams have done brilliantly this year. We have students from years 
10 to 12 involved and a lovely culture of collaborative team work meant everyone played a role. We had the 
added bonus of expert guidance from a College parent, Justice Beech who came in early Tuesday mornings to 
work with our students. John XXlll was the only school I saw in the competition who had students and parents 
come along to support their team. Given the success of our teams this year I expect we will enter at least 3 
teams in the 2012 competition. Congratulations and thanks to everyone involved. 
 
Jesuit Refugee Service Youth Award 2011 
This competition requires students to engage with the broad topic of refugees and asylum seekers. They are 
required to research into the plight of asylum seekers/refugees both in Australia and abroad, conduct 
interviews and create a multi-media project that summarises their findings. Entries should be submitted by 
groups of at least 3 and no more than 5 students. There are two categories: 
Category 1 Years 9 & 10 
Category 2 Years 11 & 12. Prizes are awarded to each student in the winning group in each category. 
 
John XXlll College Philosophy Essay Competition  
The annual John XXlll College Philosophy Essay Competition questions have been sent out to schools in 
Western Australia. All students from years 9 to 12 are encouraged to enter this competition. The prize is 
awarded later in the year. 
Year 9: Do animals have rights? Discuss 
Year 10: If there are no answers in philosophy, why would one engage in philosophical discussion? 
Year 11: Consider whether the human body is to be regarded as subject or object. 
Year 12: How might a society consider itself a non-sexist society 
 

Dr Annette Pedersen  -  Coordinator Magis 



Monday 6 June Tuesday 7 June Wednesday 8 June  Thursday 9 June Friday 10 June 

FOUNDATION  Danielle Diffen  Claire Morgan Terri Thornton Lara Hardisty 

DAY Simon King Rachel Budimlich Cath McMahon Melanie Binet 

City of Nedlands host CyberSafe for Parents Session 
 
A free information session will cover the hot topic of cyber safety. Learn how to increase safety awareness on 
electronic media for you and your children.  
 
Wednesday 29 June   -  7.00 pm – 8.30 pm 
Gonzaga Barry lecture Theatre, John XXIII College, John XXIII Ave, Mt Claremont 
 
Light refreshments will be provided. 
 
Register your place by Thursday 23 June by contacting the City of Nedlands on Telephone 9273 3579 or email 
treynolds@nedlands.wa.gov.au 
 
Please let us know if we can assist with any access requirements.    

Uniform Shop Notice 
 
Hats 
The price of all hats will increase to $12 as from Term 3, 2011. 
If you are anticipating buying a new or replacement hat in the near future you may like to get it this Term for the 
old price of $10. 
 
Synthetic Jumpers 
Those students who have an allergy to wool will be pleased to note that we can now supply you with a jumper 
which has no wool.  While we do not hold them in stock, we can get them from our manufacturer in a couple of 
weeks.  I would like to do a bulk order for these, so I ask  anyone who wants one to please contact the shop 
and order BEFORE FRIDAY JUNE 10TH.  Payment will not be necessary until you collect the jumper.  Sizes 
and prices are the same as the woollen jumpers. 
 
Mrs B Sainsbury 
Uniformshop Coordinator 

50th Anniversary of Holy Spirit Parish, City Beach  
Holy Spirit Parish City Beach and Father Don Kettle would like to invite you to help celebrate our  
50th Anniversary. 
 
Please join us on Sunday June 12th 2011 for 9am Mass Celebrated by Most Rev BJ Hickey Archbishop of 
Perth, followed by Brunch afterwards in the Parish Hall. 
 
RSVP: Holyspirit.Parish@perthcatholic.org,au or ph9341 3079 or txt 0431 661 858 
Parking available on school oval 
 
After Mass, while Adults have brunch in the Hall, entertainment & cake will be provided for Children in the 
supervised undercover area. 
 
Holy Spirit Parish has touched many lives in its 50 years. 
Please spread the word and extend our invitation to anyone who may have lost touch with us.  Past & present: 
parishioners, Holy Spirit Primary families & friends in the community are all very welcome. 
 
Looking forward to seeing you there. 



Behaviour Tonics  
Behaviour Tonics are running the 1-2-3 Magic and Emotion Coaching Parent 
Course at the Bull Creek Community Centre, with a Tuesday evening course 
available to parents of 2-12 year old children. This is a flexible and effective 
approach to discipline and is rated highly by participants. Running over 3 x 2.5 hr 
sessions it is full of information, tips and practical strategies. 
When:  Tuesday 14th, 21st & 28th June.                 
7pm to 9:30pm   $110 single $190 dbl. 
 
To enquire/register call 9382 1182 or go to www.behaviourtonics.com.au 

Loyola Extra Virgin Olive Oil 
On Sale For Charity 
Thanks to the hard work of Eleanor de Kock and her great 
group of volunteers, Loyola House is once again selling EVOO 
Oil  this term. The oil is produced without any chemical 
additives and is cold-pressed.  
 
All money raised from the sale of this oil goes to support the 
Loyola School in Goa, India. The school educates street 
children who live in extreme poverty. Our  donated money 
helps provide food and resources for the children.  
 
750 ml bottles are $18 each and 175ml bottles $4 
 

The bottles are available from student reception at the College or at the front office. Our supply is limited to 50 
bottles so you need to be quick. 

WARD DAY - 'Firsts' and 'Lasts' 
Today was the annual Ward Day in the secondary school for students in Ward House and this photo shows a 
group of our Year 7s on their first ever Ward Day and Year 12s on their final Ward Day at the College. The 
Mary Ward statue in the College grounds was decorated for the occasion with a feather boa, cape and 
balloons to help celebrate the inspirational life of this wonderful patron of ours. A woman of immense courage, 
compassion, creativity and wisdom - she fought against traditional thinking in the early 1600s to bring 
education to women and support the poor and neglected. Her example of praying for guidance can teach us a 
good deal about how to respond to challenges in our own time, remembering that 'we must await... God's time 
and leisure, for we must follow and not go before him.'  Students 
celebrated the day with a special assembly, quiz and pizza lunch. 
 
Sarah Hammond - Ward House Coordinator 



Careers Corner 
Term2 Week 5 (week 16 of semester)  
 
Year 10 Subject Selection 
Year 11 and 12 students are on exams for these next two weeks and this is a perfect opportunity for you to 
make an appointment with the Careers Counsellor if you would like some assistance in discussing subject 
selection with your son or daughter.  Remember the biggest influences on a student’s subject choice at this 
age are their parents and their peers. (hammond.sarah@johnxxiii.edu.au). 
 
Ms Sarah Hammond  -  Careers Counsellor  

Chevron Focus Environment Photographic Competition  
The 2011 Competition is now open, with entries closing on Monday 25 July 2011.  
 
This competition is open to all Western Australian school students from years 4-12, and is aimed at educating 
young people about protecting and managing the environment. There are $30,000 worth of prizes to be won. 
 
There are three subject categories for 2011 entries: 
1. Nature's Mood 
2. Animal and Plant Habitat 
3. People and the Environment 
 
For further information check out the website given 
below, or contact Ms Webb in the Science Department. 
http://www.chevronaustralia.com/community/
environment/focusenvironment.aspx 
 

John XXIII Senior Netball 
 
Grading has now been completed for both the 17 & Under competition and the Sub-junior competition. 
Please check with your coaches if your team has moved to a different division. Parents, players and coaches 
please bear in mind that grading teams into the correct grades is a very difficult process. Perth netball centre 
try to make all grades as even as they can. 
Round 1 has now been completed for the 17 & Under competition. Well done to all the girls on your efforts 
over the last few weeks! 
 
Congratulations to the following John XXIII Netball Club players who have been selected to represent the 
Perth Netball Association in the Smarter than Smoking State Association Championships.  
 
12/Under - Maddie Gentle & Laura Boere 
13/Under - Jordan Islip, Nikki Martin, Charlotte Court, Stephanie Smallberger, Jema Kerrich & Darcy Stokes 
15/Under - Jess Taylor, Carrie Power & Chloe Jones 
 
The Championships will be held over the June long weekend at Matthews Netball Centre. 
 
A reminder to all girls that netball training is on Tuesday’s and Thursday’s 3.30pm - 5.00pm. TRAINING 
DOES NOT GET CANCELLED DUE TO RAIN. If you cannot make training or a game it is your responsibility 
to notify your coach! If you miss training you can not expect to get a full game. 
 
Please note that there will be no game on Saturday 4th of June. 
 
Alisha Allen 
Assistant Netball Coordinator 



ALUMNI 
 
Day of Competence Special Visitors 
 
Day of Competence was held this Wednesday 
for all Year 10 students, with a comprehensive 
program put together by Mr Rob Novacsek and 
Ms Sarah Hammond.  The second session for 
the day included a panel of past students, Tom 
Howard, Rachael Stokes, Rachel Lee and Nick 
Davidson.  These past students were chosen to 
share their experiences since graduating, 
discuss the challenges they faced choosing 
subjects for Years 11/12, what these choices 
meant when enrolling in Tertiary Education and 
how the holistic approach to education including 
choosing the right co curricular activities has 
assisted them.   The panel also stressed the 
importance of discussing subject options and 
any other challenges faced once in Years 11 
and 12 with parents, peers, teachers and the 
Careers Counsellor. 
 
As a matter of interest all of these past students 
attend UWA, they are all actively involved in 
community programs and although some faced 
challenges making choices in Year 10, changed 
some subjects in Year 11 or 12 and one is still 
unsure about a career path, it was clear by the 
audience reaction that the mentoring was well 
received. 
 
One of the best things about choosing Alumni to deliver something special at Day of Competence was that not 
one person declined to assist, not all were available and expressed disappointment that it clashed with mid-
year assessments and exams and all have offered assistance for further mentoring if need be.  
 
If you have a child in Year 10 that is interested in contacting any of the Alumni that attended today’s session, 
they have all provided email addresses and are willing to mentor.  Please contact the Alumni Development 
Officer, Anna Gingell for further information. 
 
Alumni Merchandise For Sale 

Alumni Merchandise may be purchased through the 
Uniform Shop or the Alumni Office in the Main 
Administration Building 
 
Navy and white Strathgordon Golf Umbrellas with 
Vented Cap 75cm rib 
 
Limited numbers  -  $30.00 each 
 
 
 
 
Mrs Anna Gingell nee Muir (Class 1978) 
ADAPEM ,  
Alumni Development Officer 
 
Telephone:  9383 0520 
 
gingell.anna@johnxxiii.edu.au 
 

(L-R) Ms Sarah Hammond, Careers Counsellor (Class 
1983), Tom Howard (Class 2008), Rachael Stokes (Class 
2008), Rachel Lee (Class 2008) and Nick Davidson (Class 
2006) 

 



Musical Notes   
Music Eisteddfod – 27 and 28 June 
 
All entry forms need to be in at the music office before Friday 10 June.  
 
No entries will be accepted after that date. 
 

Mrs Toni Strong  -  Director of Music 

The Host Family Experience  
   
In 2009, despite not having a child at JTC, my family hosted a Japanese student 
from Fujimi High School.   
 
Did we speak fluent Japanese? NO!  
Had we hosted a foreign student before? NO!  
Were we apprehensive? YES! 
 
We learnt communication doesn't always need fluent language.  It is sometimes frustrating hosting a 
student, but the rewards are many.  We needn't have been apprehensive. The whole family found it very 
informative and rewarding, with lots of fun and laughter along the way.  When it came to say goodbye to 
Saori we were all sad and there were lots of tears and hugs, even from the males of the family.  
 
Would we do it again?  YES! Absolutely! We’re hosting for the first two weeks of Term Three. 
 
I thoroughly recommend to other College families. Hosting a foreign student is a great experience! 
 

Maree Leggett  -  Education Assistant Learning Enrichment 

Parents of Year 12 Students 
A meeting was held on Tuesday with the Year 12 Students, during this meeting the following was discussed; 
 
Community Service 
The students were reminded of the College policy that 20 hours of Community Service was a requirement for 
College graduation and this should have already been completed. We are concerned that a number of 
students are yet to complete this requirement. If in doubt, the students were encouraged to see Ms Vicoli for 
clarification. 
 
Year 12 Information Book and Examinations 
The students were given a Curriculum Council booklet titled Year 12 Information Handbook 2011 and a page 
of notes to assist the students in reading this booklet. These notes have been posted on the College Website. 
Students were also reminded of the Examination procedure and told that they would soon be receiving a sheet 
for checking outlining the data the Curriculum Council holds.  
 
Preparation for Examinations and University Prospectus 
The students were given guidance on preparing for examinations and university entrance. They were asked to 
collect prospectuses for each of the universities and were alerted to the fact that there are alternative 
pathways to university entrance that could be explored with the Career Counsellor. 
 
John XXIII Alumni 
Our Alumni Officer, Anna Gingell, addressed the students on what our Alumni has to offer them as current 
students but also as lifelong members. There was discussion of how the alumni was a worldwide network 
which not only offered collegiality but also professional opportunities. They were encouraged to visit our 
Alumni website. 
 
Robert Novacsek  ‐  Deputy Principal, Studies 


