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Dear Parents, Students and Friends of John XXIII College 

Last night the Year 11 Applied Learning Programme (ALP) hosted a Drug Information 
Session for parents.  It was a powerful presentation of the facts and a real 
demonstration of real grief that drugs bring into our community.  We had three 
speakers.  Detective Ron Fyneman, Nicola Crisafio  from the North Metro Drug Service 
and Peta, the mother of Gemma Thoms who died as a result of a drug overdose at the 
Big Day Out.  The testimony of Peta was courageous and chilling to every parent 
there.  I am including an extract from her talk to the parents. 
 
My daughter Gemma was 17 years, 2 months and 5 days old.  It was the morning of 
the 1st February this year and Gemma and her friend were just about jumping out of 
their skin to go to their first outdoor concert.  That was all she wanted for her 17th 
birthday.  I drove her and her friend down to Claremont showgrounds that morning 
lecturing them both about drinking lots of water, making sure she had plenty of 
sunscreen on and that she had eaten some food, it was going to be a hot day and a 
long one.  We arrived at the gates and she jumped out of the car straight away as she 
saw someone she knew.  I told her friend to tell her to come back and say goodbye to 
me.  She ran back to the car leaned in and said goodbye.  I told her I loved her and to 
be careful and I would see her in this exact place where we agreed.  She looked at me 
and said I love you too, don’t worry mum I will be fine.  She shut the door and I 
watched her go to her friends and I left not knowing that that would be the last time we 
would say we loved each other and that I would see her beautiful blue eyes again. 
 
The next thing that happened was a knock at the door and when you see two police at 
your door, you know it can’t be good.  We were told to go to Sir Charles Gardiner 
Hospital where Gemma was in a coma with a suspected drug overdose.  Surely not, 
not Gemma, it can’t be.  We arrived to find her in a coma, she had damaged her heart, 
had a bleed on her lung and her resting heart rate was at 150 beats per minute.  They 
were worried about the damage she had done to her brain,  but we couldn’t find out 
until she came out of the coma.  Well, she didn’t come out of the coma and had 
complete organ failure and eventually bled to death.  My beautiful Gemma finally 
passed away at 1.45am on the 2nd.  Never in my life would I have thought Gemma 
would die of drugs.  
 
The message from Peta was to talk to your kids, open up all lines of communication, 
get to know your children and their friends and what they are doing.  The feedback we 
have had has been very positive and we hope to present another seminar in Semester 
II. 
 
Many thanks to Scott Connery and the Year ALP Class for their presentation.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Mrs Anne Fry 
Principal 



 

Primary House Day 
Last Friday, 20 March we celebrated Primary House 
Day.  The day began with a Para-liturgy and continued 
with a host of rotational activities that were completed in 
houses.  The spirit of team and community was 
certainly fostered as peers combined to complete 
activities or play games.  Many thanks need to go to the 
parent helpers who cooked the sausage sizzle lunch, 
the teachers who coordinated and ran the activities and 
Mr Wayne Burke who helped with the logistics. 
 

Parents, please be vigilant with your supervision of 
children before and after school whilst still on the school 
grounds. Children are not allowed to be playing on any 
equipment before or after school. 
 

Upcoming Events: 
Monday, 30 March – Friday, 3 April:   
Parent/Teacher Interview Week 
 
Wednesday, 1 April:   
Kindy A Photos 
 
Thursday, 2 April:   
Kindy B and PP-5 Photos 
Year 6 Basketball Carnival 
 
Friday, 3 April:   
9.00am—Pre-primary to Year 6 General Assembly in 
the Hall 
 

Mrs L Gardner Cluster Leader K—2  
Ms A Coniglio Cluster Leader 3—6 

Around the Primary 

Jellybeans OSHC Mt Claremont 
78 Warburton Avenue, Padbury  
M 0417 919 257   
F 9402 5700  
Email: mtcoshc@jellybeanschildcare.com.au 
www.jellybeanschildcare.com.au   

Health Information  
HAND HYGIENE 
The thorough washing and drying of hands is an important 
activity in the prevention of getting sick and spreading 
illnesses. Our hands collect bacteria from everything we 
touch and carry them to new places. 
 
When to wash hands 
 After toileting 
 Before eating 
 Before, during and after handling or preparing food 
 After changing a diaper 
 After contact with blood or body fluids(like vomit, nasal 

secretions or saliva) 
 After blowing your nose, coughing or sneezing 
 After scratching hair, nose or other body parts 
 After smoking 
 After handling animals, their toys, leashes or waste 
 After touching something that could be contaminated 

(such as rubbish bins, cleaning cloths, drains or soil) 
 Before and after dressing a wound, giving medicine or 

inserting contact lenses. 
 Wash hands more often when someone in your home 

is sick 
 Whenever hands are dirty 

 

How to wash hands: 
 Wet hands with water and apply liquid soap 
 Rub hands together briskly for at least 15 seconds 
 Cover all surfaces of the hands and fingers 
 Rinse hands well under water 
 Dry hands using paper towel, clean towel or air dryer 
 If possible, use your paper towel to turn off the water. 
 If soap and water are unavailable and hands are not 

soiled, use an alcohol based hand rub 
  eg. Aqium 
 If using latex gloves, wash hands before applying 

gloves and after discarding the gloves. 
 
Jenny Hill (College Nurse)  

Congratulations to......... 
 
Charlie Drake (Year 5) who is one of the three finalists 
in the IKEA “Design Your Dream Bedroom” competition.  
Charlie’s room will be on display at the IKEA store from 
Monday 30th March.  The public are invited to vote for 
their favourite room. 
 
Well done, Charlie 

Year 6  Cake Stall  
Report from the Primary SLC Committee 2009 

 
Last Thursday the Year six students held their cake stall.  
Everyone chose groups and together, provided delicious 
treats like cupcakes, honey crackles, brownies, toffee 

apples, jellies, lolly bags, 
slices biscuits and more.  
The whole primary 
s c h o o l  h a d  f u n  
especially the Year 6 
students when they 
danced to “Pink”.  
 
Everyone contributed 

really well and it was a  BIG HIT!.  We raised $1,076.30 
altogether, which will be donated to Project Compassion.  
Thank you so much to all the people who put in so much 
effort, time and work for us and in particular the Year 
sixes who made such yummy greats.  



Careers Corner 
Ski/Snowboard Instructor Training  - Gap Year 2010 
Educating Adventures Limited offer the chance for school 
leavers to become qualified as a ski or snowboard 
instructor and work at a resort in the USA or Canada. 
Applicants must be 18 years of age by the 22 December 
2009, and start times are flexible from late November 
through to late April 2010.  Previous ski or snowboard 
experience is NOT required, but it can be useful. Email 
Sarah Arkin at sstraining@educatingadventures.com  to 
receive an Instructor Starter Kit with more information. 
Website www.educatingadventures.com . 
 
Vynka Hohnen Scholarship at Bond University–WA 
students only. 
This scholarship was established in memory of Vynka 
Hohnen, a Perth student who completed a law degree at 
Bond University from 1995-1997. This highly sought after 
scholarship covers full tuition fees for any single degree 
excluding Medicine and is awarded annually to a talented 
and motivated Year 12 student enrolled in a Western 
Australian school. Criteria include: a high level of 
leadership; a history of involvement in school and/or local 
community; breadth of interests; capacity for academic 
achievement, a cheerful, friendly, generous, supportive 
and outgoing nature; and A/B grades on all Year 10-12 
reports.  Applications open April 1st and close 31st July 
and there are normally less than 10 applicants. Visit 
www.bond.edu.au/scholarships for more information. 

Prospects – UWA 
Any student wishing to receive regular newsletters from 
the ‘Prospective Student Team’ at UWA in preparation for 
their applications to this university are encouraged to 
email prospects@uwa.edu.au to subscribe. Information 
about coming events, info nights, new degrees and tours 
is included. 

Mrs Sarah Hammond  -  Careers Counsellor 

Canteen Roster 
Canteen Roster for next week  

 Mon 30th March Linda Yapp,  

 Tue 31st  Natasha Burt ,  

 Wed 1st April Margot Berdal ,  

 Thurs 2nd   Debra  Wagstaff,  

 Fri 3rd Dorothy Golabek.   

Protective Behaviours 
The College has been asked by the Police to alert 
parents to several incidents of exposure and attempts to 
lure children into cars.  While the reported incidents have 
not been in areas close to our College, it is still a timely 
reminder to children of the need to resist all overtures 
from people they do not know, and the need to report all 
behaviours that make them feel uncomfortable.  

The Uniform Shop will  be 
open for  

one half day only  
during the holidays,  
Monday April 20th   

from 12 noon to 6pm. 

2009 Mock Trials 
The John XXlll College 2009 Mock Trials Team of; 
Barrister 1 Mara Papavassiliou, Barrister 2 Joseph 
Rooney, Solicitor Melissa Laihad, Witness Peter 
Townsend, Witness Katja Guozdenovic and 
Associate-bench Clerk Anin Dharma, won their very 
first case in the new District Court last night.  
 
None of our Team members have ever participated in 
a Trial before. Coached by lawyer Kate Pedersen, 
they defeated a seasoned team from Carine Senior 
High School. These students are to be congratulated 
on their outstanding effort. 
 
Mrs A Pedersen  -  Teacher  

Y o u n g Vinnies have started the annual Easter 
appeal to help disadvantaged members of our 
community celebrate Easter.  

Please bring any non perishable food to school and 
place in the baskets at Main Admin or Student 
Reception.  

Hop in early, as Easter is only  a couple of weeks 
away.  Thank you  -  Young Vinnies 

Year 7 Family Sausage Sizzle   
(Note new time) 
Year 7 families are invited to enjoy the last 
few weeks of glorious weather by 
gathering for a Sausage Sizzle 
Matilda Bay Foreshore (between the 
restaurant and tea rooms)   
Sunday 29th March from 3.00pm.  BYO 
picnic seating, drinks, food and play equipment.  We look 
forward to meeting as many families as possible.  



Alumni News 
Last weekend the Mary Ward 400 Years Reunion for 
Class of 1977 – 2007 was held at the Circle of Friends 
Cafe at John XXIII.  Will O’Mahoney did an excellent job 
as the Master of Ceremonies, managing quite skilfully to 
entertain a wide range of ages, including the Loreto 
Sisters and the Principal of John XXIII College, Mrs 
Anne Fry.  The crowd was entertained by the delightful 
Caitlin Cassidy who sang a French Folk song.  Caitlin is 
currently in her fourth year at WAAPA.  There was  a 
beautiful rendition by Alice Nelson and her journey from 
Primary school at Loreto Nedlands to her recent 
accomplishment of winning the TAG Hungerford Author’s 
award.  Josh Byrne also eloquently spoke of his time at 
John XXIII, leading into his current career as the 
Gardening Guru of Perth and Fremantle and his passion 
for both his Alma Marta and his job.   
 
Many emails and phone calls were received following the 
function in appreciation of the invitation and for being 
welcomed back into the College.  Thanks to Sr Marg 
Finlay and Liz Blaxell (nee Prendergast) for their initial 
suggestion to hold this function and tireless work to see 
it come to fruition.  Thank you also to Wayne Burke, Ric 
Del Pizzo, Jonathon Clews and the College Grounds 
staff for their endless assistance. 

Mrs Anna Gingell nee Muir (Class of 1978) 
Alumni Development Officer 

Musical Notes  
Twilight Recital Sunday 29th March.  5:30 in Gonzaga 
Barry Lecture Theatre. All welcome to come and enjoy 
the talents of our students and stay for supper. 
 
Music Ensemble Photo’s - Wednesday 1 April  
Secondary Music Photo Day in the Exhibition Centre 
commencing at 7am.  It is essential that students arrive 
in plenty of time for their photo and are correctly attired. 
Students who do not arrive at the given time will miss out 
on the photo. List of times given below. 

Uniforms: 
Full College Uniform: (Boys), Long Pants, Shirt tucked 
in / tie (Girls) Skirt, Blouses (buttoned up), 70 denier 
pantyhose  
Chamber Choir Uniform: Black Dresses/Coloured 
jackets. (Girls) Hair tied back (matching jacket ribbon)  
(Boys) Black trousers/shirt/tie/coloured vest  
Concert Band Uniform: Black trousers/pant/black shirt/
gold vest 
JTC Voices Uniform: Black trousers/pants/JTC Voices T 
Shirt 
Gospel Choir Uniform: Black with Robe 
 

All students must be on time and dressed accordingly 
otherwise they will not be photographed. 
 
Sunday 5 April—Band Concert Picnic on the Chapel 
Lawn commencing at 5:30 
Tuesday 7 April—Music for Holy Week in the Chapel- 
commencing at 7pm 
 

Mrs Toni Strong - Music Coordinator  

ENSEMBLE TIME 
(AM)  

DRESS DIRECTOR 

Chamber Choir 7.00 Chamber Choir 
Uniform 

Toni Strong 

Senior 
Madrigal 
Singers 

7:10 Chamber Choir 
Uniform 

Toni Strong 

Concert Band 7:15 Concert Band 
Uniform/Instruments 

Elizabeth 
Jennings 

Symphony 
Orchestra 

7:25 Full College 
Uniform/Instruments 

Toni Strong 

Wind Band 7:35 Full College 
Uniform/Instruments 

Elizabeth 
Jennings 

JTC Voices 7:45 JTC Voices Uniform Rosalie 
Hampton 

Junior Madrigal 
Singers 

7:55 JTC Voices Uniform Rosalie 
Hampton 

Swing Band 8:00 Full College 
Uniform/Instruments 

Ben Smith 

Chamber 
Orchestra 

8:05 Full College 
Uniform/Instruments 

Toni Strong 

Senior Guitar 
Ensemble 

8:10 Full College 
Uniform/Instruments 

Barry 
Weeks 

Sax Quartets 8:15 Concert Band 
Uniform/Instruments 

Liz 
Jennings 

Clarinet 
Ensembles 

8:25 Concert Band 
Uniform/Instruments 

Liz 
Jennings 

Flute 
Ensembles 

8:35 Full College 
Uniform/Instruments 

Penny 
Rinaldi 

Chorale 8:45 All black Rosalie 
Hampton  

Gospel Choir 8:50 Gospel Choir 
Uniform 

Rosalie 
Hampton 





 



 



Secondary News 
Interim Report and Parent 
Teacher Interviews 
Parents are advised of the following timeline for Parent 
Teacher Meetings and Interim Reports. 
 
Years 7, 8, 11 and 12 Interim Reports will be posted during the 
week starting 23rd March. The Reports will be accompanied 
with a letter explaining organisational details for the Parent 
Teacher meetings. The Year 7 and 8 meetings will take place 
on Thursday 2nd of April. The Year 11 and 12 meetings will 
take place on Monday 6th  April. 
 
The Year 9 and 10 Interim Reports will be posted in the week 
beginning 18th May. The Parent  Teacher Meetings will take 
place on Thursday 28th May. 
 
PARENTS, IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT YOU BRING THE 
INTERVIEW BOOKING SLIP WITH YOU ON THE EVENING.  
 
Mr Robert Novacsek  -  Deputy Principal, Studies  

MINKEY COACHES NEEDED! 
Minky is looking for students or parents who would be 
interested in coaching a primary school minkey team.   

 
Please contact  Ruth Myburgh 0414 424228 or  
Courtenay Harris 0417 993269. 

Parking  
As a College, we are relatively well serviced with car 
parking facilities.  Despite this, we continue to have 
major congestion and safety issues around the 
College. 

 Please observe all speed and parking restrictions 
that specifically relate to the school zone. 

 Do not park in the bays reserved for people with 
disabilities unless you have the appropriate 
permits. 

 Do not ‘double park’  and leave your vehicle. 

 Please do not park in the kindy/pre- primary car 
parks if you do not have children in these years. 

 Do not park in the staff car park zones. 

 Please do not park and leave your car in “kiss 
and drop” lanes as this creates huge delays.  

 Please respect our neighbours properties  
With these common sense guidelines and a 
courteous approach, we can all ensure that our 
traffic management is safe and efficient.  

WA Debating League 
John XXIII College has entered the West Australian 
Debating League competition for the first time. Our 
teams will be debating at Christ Church Grammar 
School on Tuesday nights beginning 31 March. 
Many students from Years 7 and 8 have signed up 
to debate. Because there are so many novice teams 
WADL have had to schedule some debates to begin 
at 7.20 pm and some at 8.15pm.  
 
Parents are welcome to watch their children debate 
on the night. The roster for the debates is on the 
notice board in A Block at the College. This will tell 
the students their team, the time of their debate and 
the topic. We look forward to an enjoyable first 
season with WADL.  
 

Dr Annette Pedersen and Ms Katie Persse. 

Subiaco Basketball Club 
Subiaco Basketball Club are currently about to begin 
social basketball junior competition at Perry Lakes 
Stadium. The Club currently has 30 teams 
registered in the competition with 20 John XXIII 
College boys registered in the U16 division! 
The club require 2 more players in this group in 
order to complete a team so if you are interested in 
playing for fun – (basketball experience is not 
essential), please contact Sheila on email: 
sheilal@dugeo.com or mobile 0439 912 342 
The club is affiliated with Perry Lakes Hawks 
B a s k e t b a l l  A s s o c i a t i o n   h t t p : / /
www.perrylakes.basketball.net.au/fs_links.asp  

Congratulations to.........  
Matthew Lau and Tom Beech who received AMEB Awards 
for the highest marks in their recent Saxophone Exams.  
Congratulations also to their tutor Ms Elizabeth Jennings for 
having two students achieve Top  Honours. 
 
Hannah Crute who recently won a silver medal in the U14 
girls 1500m run at the State Track & Field Championships and 

to Harry D’Souza who won a bronze medal in 
the U14 boys 1500m run at the same meet.  
 
As medallists, Hannah and Harry have the 
opportunity to represent WA in an 
International Meet with Malaysia and 
Singapore in Kuala Lumpur in June. 
 
Well done, Hannah and Harry. 
 

Mercedes Carnevali (Year 8) who represented the College in 
the “All Schools Diving Competition.  Mercedes achieved 2nd 
place on the 3 metre board, 3rd place on the 5 metre board 
and 5th place for synchronised. 
 
Mercedes also qualified for the National which will take place 
in Melbourne later this year. 


