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Dear Parents, Students and Friends of John XXIII College 

A primary school mass and liturgies for the 
secondary school on Ash Wednesday marked 
the beginning of Lent.  This period of 
preparation for the great celebrations of Easter 
calls upon us all to be companions to Jesus 
while he is 40 days in the “wilderness”.  If I 
was choosing a companion to be in the 
“wilderness” with, I would want someone who 
could be a good friend, kind, tolerant, 
understanding, forgiving.  That then is our call 
over this period of Lent; to be good friends 
within families, our school community and 
good friends of Jesus.  The emphasis is no 
longer of our giving up “things” during Lent but 
on doing more !  A great way of sharing that 
companionship to Jesus might be to commit to 
the Friday morning Mass celebrated here at 
the College at 8.00am.   As a family this would 
be a great practice to develop.  Similarly Mass 
will be celebrated every Tuesday and 
Thursday at lunchtime in the College Chapel.  
We are so fortunate to have a full time 
Chaplain on staff and to have the luxury of 
such access to the Eucharist. 
 
During Lent we are encouraged also to be 
open hearted and generous.  Our world is so 
full of “wants” that we get so confused about 
what we actually need.  I received some 
beautiful letters from Year Two this week.  
They have obviously been taught to start their 
letters with a positive before going for the 
“hard pitch”.  In among some beautiful 
compliments there were requests for  pedal 
cars, swings, pools, monkey bars etc.  The 
one letter that stood out said this: 
 
“Dear Mrs Fry 
You are really cool and nice.  I don’t need 
anything.  I already like what I got.  From 
Juliette 
 
I think Juliette could teach us all how to be 
open hearted and generous during Lent. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mrs Anne Fry 
Principal  

Reflection  
Over this last week in Ordinary Time the 
lectionary has been reflecting through the 
Gospel of Mark on the evangelist’s great 
theme of who actually ‘sees’ Jesus and who 
does not.  By ‘seeing’ Jesus here, Mark 
means to point out to us who ‘recognises’ that 
Jesus is the one foretold to come, the 
Messiah (rendered in the Greek as ‘Christ’).   
 
Interestingly and tellingly for us, the ones who 
‘see’ Jesus, which is to say have faith in him 
as the Christ of God, are by and large the 
women disciples and those called ‘sinners’.  
As you would expect, for Mark these are the 
‘little’ ones who enjoy the benefit of healing.   
 
On the other hand, those who would be 
expected to know Jesus is the Christ and so 
‘see’ him, his disciples and the religious 
authorities of Jesus’ time, don’t seem to be 
able to do so for they are caught up in their 
own agendas.  In being so caught they place 
themselves outside the possibility of healing 
and renewed life. 
 
Lent began on Ash Wednesday.  It is about 
many things.  May some of those things be 
for each of us a time of reflecting and sorting 
out what ‘agendas’ we have that are getting in 
the way of us truly seeing Jesus – for Jesus is 
coming, in the power of the Resurrection 
which we will commemorate and celebrate at 
the Easter Vigil of Light in six weeks time and 
in our hearts every day in some way, shape 
or form.   
Peace to you all, 
 
Fr Jamie Calder sj  -  College Chaplain  



Medical Contact Update Forms 
The College will soon be forwarding a Medical/Contact 
Update Form for each student currently at the College.  
Please give this form your immediate attention.  All forms 
are to be returned via the classroom (Primary) or Tutor 
Group (Secondary) by Wednesday 11th March  
Jenny Hill  -  College Nurse 

Kindergarten:    
We would like to extend our congratulations to the children in 
Kindergarten who commenced full-time classes this week.  We 
are certain that their first full day of kindergarten was one of fun, 
laughter and enjoyment.  Thank you to Mrs Amanda Kounis 
(Kindy A), Mrs Cath de Campe (Kindy B) and Mrs Christine Cook 
for all the time and effort that they have put into preparing the 
kindergarten environment for their new charges.  
 
Ash Wednesday Mass: 
Thank you to Mr Simon Casey, the students of 6B and Father 
Jamie Calder for the reflective and meaningful Mass we 
celebrated together for Ash Wednesday. It was a lovely way for 
us to begin our preparation for Lent. 
 
Project Compassion: 

The theme for Project Compassion this year is:  An Environment 

to Grow.  The following is taken directly from a letter written by 

the Chairperson of Caritas Australia, Archbishop Adrian L Doyle.  

Explaining this year’s theme, 
As Pope Benedict XVI has stated “Every person and family can 
and must do something to alleviate hunger … by adopting a 
lifestyle and consumption compatible with the safeguarding of 
creation and the criteria of justice.” (12 November 2006). 
We live in a world of contrasts and conflicts. While many people 
in the world are experiencing unprecedented wealth, others 
suffer debilitating poverty. We are consuming and polluting at 
alarming rates with little awareness or concern for the destructive 
environmental impacts we are having. 
In the meantime, people living in poverty are becoming more 
vulnerable and suffering the consequences of environmental 
degradation. We are now seeing the significant impact climate 
change is having on food security, available water supplies, and 
ultimately the livelihoods of millions of people. 
This Lent, may Project Compassion remind us all to be good 
stewards of the earth and care for our environment. 
 
To help us raise funds for those less fortunate than ourselves, 
the children will be asked to contribute to their class Project 
Compassion box as well as other fundraising events; including 
the traditional Year 6 Cake Stall.  The money from Project 
Compassion should come from the children themselves, in the 
form of pocket money, money that might be going towards treats 
or money earnt from doing jobs around the house. 
 
Upcoming Events 
Monday, 2 March:    Public Holiday – Labour Day 
Thursday, 5 March:   Years 3 to 6 Swimming Carnival at  
    the Claremont Pool (5.30pm- 
    9.00pm) 
 
Friday, 6 March:    Late Start for all students at 11.00am 

Around the Primary 

Alumni News 
 

400th Anniversary of the 
Institute of Mary Ward 
As Mary Ward was one of the John XXIII College 
founders, we are inviting JTC, Loreto and St Louis 
graduating years 1976-2007 to mark this momentous 
occasion. 
 
Time:     6.00 - 8.00pm, formalities ~ 7pm 
Date:      Friday 20 March 2009 
Place:     John XXIII College Exhibition Centre John 
  XXIII  Ave Mt Claremont 
[Drinks and finger food will be served.  This is a free event 
however RSVPs are essential for catering. RSVP date: 6 
March 2009 www.johnxxiii.edu.au or email 
gingell.anna@johnxxiii.edu.au 

Rome Jubilee October 2009 
Application Process 
The organizers of the Rome 2009 Mary Ward Jubilee Event 
need to know the names and contact details of all participants 
including CJ and IBVM sisters. The normal pathway for providing 
this information will be by completing the Application Form on the 
Jubilee section of the website – www.ibvm.org . This Application 
Form will be available from April 2008 and all Jubilee contact 
persons will be informed once it is operational. 
 
Mrs Anna Gingell nee Muir (Class of 1978) 
Alumni Development Officer Uniform Shop  -  Tracksuits 

The Uniform Shop has recently received a truckload of  the long 
awaited tracksuits.  Please contact the shop to arrange a time to 
collect . 
 
Please note:   All tracksuit sizes and types are now in stock. 
 
Mrs Bev Sainsbury  -  Uniform Shop Coordinator 

John XXIII College  Fete   
The JTC Fete will now be held in March 2010 . 
We will be running quality second-hand stalls such as;- 

 Books and magazines 
 Sporting  goods 
 Children's’ toys 
 White elephant 

Can you please keep this in mind and start saving items 
that can be donated? Please, only good quality items will 
be accepted.  
HELP! The next thing we will need is lots of storage. Have 
you got any room We would consider anything… “…..every 
gas station, residence, warehouse, farmhouse, henhouse, 
outhouse and doghouse in that area……”   
Contact  
Cathryn Urquhart- cathrynu@bigpond.net.au 0413 735 189 
Devon Harding-      devona@globaldial.com   0413 581802 
Send Cathryn  your email address if you want to receive 
our regular updates about the fete. 



Careers Corner 
Year 7-12 Student Planner 
All students have now had the opportunity to be issued with the 
John XXIII College Student Planner. There is a copy of the 
PowerPoint presentation on the school website, as well as 
information for parents about its purpose and some tips for its use. 
See the ‘Notices’ section. 
 
Rotary Youth Exchange – what an amazing Gap Year! 
Now in its 51st year, Rotary Youth Exchange offers students aged 
between 16 and 18 and completing their TEE in 2009 the 
opportunity to act as young ambassadors for Australia while living 
overseas for 12 months. Students live with a host family for the year, 
go to high school, and learn another language, culture and family 
life. Students may reside in Belgium, Denmark, Finland, France, 
Germany, Japan, Sweden, Norway, Switzerland, Taiwan or other 
countries. Interested students should contact their local Rotary Club 
or the Rotary Youth Exchange website at 
www.youthexchange.asn.au. Applications for 2010 close on 31st 
March, 2009. 
 
Other Gap Year/Volunteering Opportunities for School Leavers 
 
Raleigh International – 10 weeks or 5 weeks in Borneo, Costa 
Rica and Nicaragua or India assisting local communities - 
www.raleighinternational.org 
 
Lattitude Global Volunteering (formerly Gap Activity Projects) – 
lots of projects in 16 countries - www.lattitude.org.au  
 
Antipodeans Year Out – www.antipodeans.com.au 
 
Career Planning Website 
The Job Guide provides an in-depth look at a range of occupations, 
and their education and training pathways. It also gives useful 
information about how to work out what occupations suit you best, 
based on your interests and abilities. All Year 10s receive a hard 
copy of the Job Guide in term two each year, but the same 
information is available online at  
http://www.jobguide.thegoodguides.com.au/ 
 
Mrs Sarah Hammond  -  Careers Counsellor 

First Twilight Music Recital 
 
Sunday 29th March commencing at 5.30pm in the Gonzaga Barry 
Lecture Theatre  
 
Forms for this recital will be available from the 3rd March. Student’s 
Music Tutors need to sign the form. Students need to nominate the 
name of their piece and the composer and the length of the item. 
Anyone who requires an accompanist needs to book in with Zen 
Zeng, our new accompanist. Rehearsals for Twilight recitals will be 
held at the nominated  times, not on Sunday afternoons prior to the 
concert. Students who require accompanying must have a rehearsal 
to be able to play at the Twilight Recital. Everyone is welcome to 
come along to the recital and enjoy supper following the recital. 
Dress for the performers is smart casual. 
 

Ensembles 
All ensembles are now in operation. Please make sure students 
attend on time and notification is made to the Music Department of 
any absences. We look forward to a great year of music-making. 
 

 
Ms Toni Strong - Music Coordinator 

Health Information  
YR 7 VACCINES 
 
The Community Health Nurses will be visiting the College 
on Thursday 5th March to administer first doses of Yr 7 
Vaccines. Parents can still return completed vaccine forms 
to the class teacher or nurse by Thursday 5th March. On 
each visit, your child will be given a record of the 
vaccinations and advice for care after vaccination. 
 
Jenny Hill (College Nurse)  

Dangerous Parking  
As a College, we are relatively well serviced with car 
parking facilities.  Despite this, we continue to have major 
congestion and safety issues around the College. 
 

 Please observe all speed and parking restrictions that 
specifically relate to the school zone. 

 Do not park in the bays reserved for people with 
disabilities unless you have the appropriate permits. 

 Do not ‘double park’  and leave your vehicle. 

 Please do not park in the kindy/pre- primary car parks 
if you do not have children in these years. 

 Do not park in the staff car park zones. 

 Please do not park and leave your car in “kiss and 
drop” lanes as this creates huge delays.  

 

With these common sense guidelines and a courteous 
approach, we can all ensure that our traffic management is 
safe and efficient.  

Congratulations to Year 12 
I received the following letter from the staff at the Uni-
form Shop this week.  
 
“Bev and I here at the uniform shop would like to 
heartily congratulate you all on the fine year 12 stu-
dent cohort you have produced in 2009. 
 
Yesterday and today, students from four of the six 
houses paid us a visit in our lovely store. They came 
to try on their leavers jumpers for sizing and ordering. 
 
They were polite, well-mannered, orderly and warmly 
receptive to our suggestions for fitting. It was truly 
delightful to watch them co-operate, patiently wait and 
take turns and help and advise one another, even 
across seemingly distant friendship groups.  
 
This group however, are a pleasure to deal with. We 
look forward to our future dealings with them and we 
hope that the leavers jumpers meet their expecta-
tions.     
 
Please pass this message onto the young men and 
women of JTC year twelve 2009!!!” 
 
Mrs Anne Fry  -  Principal 



INTER HOUSE SWIMMING CARNIVAL  
 

Congratulations to St Louis House for taking out the coveted Sr Mary Murray Cup for the second year running. 
 
The Novelties were, again, a great success and contribute greatly to the overall student participation of the 
carnival. Congratulations to Koolyangarra for taking out the points for this year’s novelties. 
 
In the pool, there were some outstanding performances which yielded some record times: 
Patrick Hoey in the Yr 12 Boys 100m Freestyle (breaking D. Sheldrick’s time of 54.44sec set in 1985) with a time 
of 54.38sec. 

 
Konrad Herewini broke two records this carnival- 

Yr 12 Boys 50m Backstroke in 28.70sec (former record – E. Sullivan, 29.94sec, 2002) 
Yr 12 Boys 50m Butterfly in 26.86sec (former record – E. Sullivan, 28.08, 2002) 

 
Our Male and Female Champions and Runners up for each Year were: 

The enthusiasm shown by the students on the day was excellent and for this they are to be congratulated. Special 
thanks goes to all Staff for their professional support  and also to the Parent and student helpers for their valuable 
efforts. 
 
SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES SWIMMING REALYS: 
Congratulations to our College representatives in the Schools and Colleges Relays held last Sunday (Yes, that’s 
right, Sunday. Such a great effort for these students to give up their free time on a Sunday to represent the 
College!). Competition was tight and there were many close finishes. Results were as follows: 
  
1st in the Medley Relay - Gold Medal  
(Yr 12s - Patrick Hoey,  Konrad Herewini, Calvin Yapp and Yr 11 - Mark Ferguson) 
  
3rd in the 4x50 Freestyle Relay - Bronze Medal 
(Yr 12s - Patrick Hoey, Konrad Herewini, Peter Marks and Yr 11 Mark Ferguson) 
  
7th in the 6x50 Freestyle Relay (Yr 12s Patrick Hoey, Konrad Herewini, Peter Marks, Kyren Gorey, Calvin Yapp, 
Yr 11 Mark Ferguson).  
  
Our year swimmers - Tristan Gorey, Mattew Bailey, Joshua Martin and Nic Wagstaff  came 9th in the 4x50 
Freestyle Relay and 11th in the Medley Relay. 

 
Special mention goes to Yr 12 students Patrick Hoey, Kyren Gorey and Peter Mark who have represented John 
XXIII since Year 5; an amazing effort. A special thank you also to Mrs Jennifer Gorey for her willingness to 
organise these teams and for giving up her own time to do so. 
 
Darren Kowal  -  Acting HPE Coordinator   
 

Yr7 Champion Girl – Leesha Green (Ward) 

Runner up – Amelia Hart (Loyola) 

Yr 8 Champion Girl – Eleanor Ferguson (Koolyangarra) 

Runner up – Jessica Spring (Loreto) 

Yr 9 Champion Girl – Katie Reynolds (St Louis) 

Runner up – Adelaide Garland (Ward) 

Yr 10 Champion Girl – Sarah Donovan (Loreto) 

Runner up – Grace Holmes (Loyola) 

Yr 11 Champion Girl – Matilda Connor (St Louis) 

Runner up – Simone Bache (St Louis) 

Yr 12 Champion Girl – Estelle Doney (Campion) 

Runner up – Catherine James (St Louis) 

  

Yr7 Champion Boy – James Hoey (Loyola) 

Runner up – Marco Vissers (Koolyangarra) 

Yr 8 Champion Boy –  Brandon Tay (Loyola) 

Runner up – Peter Dwyer (Ward) 

Yr 9 Champion Boy –  Tristan Gorey (Koolyangarra) 

Runner up – Matthew Bailey (Campion) 

Yr 10 Champion Boy –  William Dwyer (Ward) 

Runner up – Alastair Mory (Koolyangarra) 

Yr 11 Champion Boy – Mark Ferguson (Koolyangarra) 

Runner up – Dimitri Stamatis (St Louis) 

Yr 12 Champion Boy –  Patrick Hoey (Loyola) 

Runner up – Konrad Herewini (St Louis) 

  



Year 7 Transition 
As we move into the fourth week of term the Year 
7 Transition students have much to celebrate from 
their journey into the secondary school. Some of 
the highlights include: 
 
 On Day 1 students were welcomed into 

Homerooms where team building activities 
were planned to establish classroom networks 
and the foundation set for classroom routines. 
Thanks to Sr Theresa Elliott, Mrs Jenneth Stibi 
and the Year 12 student leadership teams for 
taking the students on a Heritage Walk 
enabling the student to see more of the campus 
with a focus on the school’s heritage, and the 
meaning and location of significant 
memorabilia. Thanks to the group of Year 7 
parents who came to cook sausage sizzle 
lunches for everyone. 

 

 Celebrating Mass with Fr Jamie Calder with 
Year 8 and other new John XX111 students. 

 Joining all Year 7 – 12 students for a school 
assembly with Year 12 students presenting 
reports on the Language study tours to Italy 
and Japan. 

 The House Swimming Carnival at Challenge 
stadium with all students invited to participate in 
novelty and team events, and support students 
selected for 100m and 50m events. 

 The Year 1-12  Welcome Mass provided our 
Year 7s a wonderful sense of how they are an 
important part of the Faith community within our 
school. 

 
 The successful start with our teams entered in 

the Year 7 NAS Sport schedule. The students 
have represented the school with great 
sportsmanship in: 

 Girls Basketball   
 Boys Beach Volleyball 
 Girls Tennis    
 Boys Tennis 
 Girls Indoor Soccer   
 Boys Cricket 
 Girls Beach Volleyball  
 Boys Basketball 
 A record number of Year 7, 8 and 9 students 

have joined the choir. About 90 students are 
singing their hearts out on Thursday afternoons 
with Miss Rosalie Hampton. 

 

Students are learning to manage lockers (pigeon 
holes), timetables, homework, new location, new  
teaching styles, time management , making new 
friendships, maintaining old friendships.  
 

John XXIII College Student Wall Planners will 
come home within the next week. Your support in 
helping students develop good homework and 
study skills is appreciated. 
 
 

Mrs Sue Benson  -  Year 7 Coordinator  

Paul Dillon Talks about Drugs 
MONDAY 2 MARCH 7.30PM 
    *  When is the right time to start talking to my kids about 
 drugs? 
    *  How can I reduce the influence of peer pressure? 
    *  How should I introduce alcohol to my child? 
 
Are you interested in the effects of peer pressure, drugs, alcohol and 
the issues surrounding your teenager’s development?  
 
The Centre for Ethics at Christchurch Grammar School will be hosting 
author Paul Dillon to speak about his book Teenagers, Alcohol and 
Drugs on Monday 2 March, 7.30pm in the School Chapel. Paul Dillon 
is a leading authority on drug and alcohol issues in young people, 
and has been working in drug education for 25 years with roles on 
key organisations and a significant media presence.  
 
Tickets will cost $10 and are available from School Reception or at 
the door (cash only). For further information, please phone 9442 
1555. 





Mathematics 
Dear parents, I would like to inform you about a few courses 
available externally to the College in which you may be interested: 
 
Saturday TEE classes Year 11 and 12 – Academic Associates 
Courses are offered for the following mathematics units of study:  
Calculus Year 12, Applicable Mathematics Year 12, Discrete 
Mathematics Year 12, 2AB Mathematics Year 11, 2CD 
Mathematics Year 11, and 3AB Mathematics Year 11.  They also 
run courses for several other units outside of mathematics.   For 
further information and online bookings, go to 
www.academicassociates.com.au. 
 
Mathematics Enrichment Classes Years 5 to 11– Curtin University 
These courses are aimed at mathematically able students.  Topics 
covered complement, but endeavour not to repeat, the school 
curriculum and challenge students with some non-standard 
problems.  Be advised that these courses are not for remediation. 
 
The courses run throughout the week for 16 weeks.  Registration 
forms are available on their website: www.maths.curtin.edu.au/
students/enrichment.   Further information may be obtained by 
calling 92667624 or emailing C.Ryken-Rapp@curtin.edu.au 
 
Mrs Amanda Hird  -  LAC Mathematics (acting) 

Secondary News 
Parents of Year 12 Students 
Year 12 Information Evening 
The slide shows and handouts which were used in the recent Year 
12 Information Evening are available on the College website.  
 

Year 12 Assembly 
A Year 12 assembly was held on Tuesday of week three. 
The Agenda included the following important items; 
 Semester Two Year 11 Academic Awards. 
 Congratulations to all those students whose hard work last 

year was acknowledged. These students have an excellent 
foundation on which to draw for their Year 12 studies. 

 The issuing of the Treading the Water Whilst the Sharks 
are Circling 

 This is a very useful booklet purchased on behalf of the 
College for our Year 12 students. It covers such topics as 
making the most of class time, examination techniques, active 
study and organisational skills. It is complementary to the 
Study Planner program that our Careers Counsellor, Ms 
Hammond, is working through with all the John XXIII College 
students. 

 The College Assessment Policy. 
 Mandatory reading for all Senior Students. 
 A letter to parents advertising the dates and times  for after 

school assessment. 
 Advertising the Year Twelve Awards 2009. 
 

Mrs Fry also addressed the students and noted particularly that;  
 The College Speech Night will be held on 28th October and 

that there was the expectation that Year 12  Prize winners 
would attend the evening. 

 The Day of Invitation, the last “formal” day for the Year 12 
students, will take place on the last day of  term three, 25th 
September. 

 The Trial TEE will take place from  5th October to 16th 
October. 
The students will be able to collect the examination scripts 
on Monday 19th October. 

 Year 12 TEE Seminars will take place from 20th October to 
22nd October, inclusive. Attendance will be on a voluntary 
basis. 

 

Mr Robert Novacsek  -  Deputy Principal (Studies) 

Year 9 Parents 
Around 90 Year 9 parents enjoyed a pleasant evening last Friday at 
the Year 9 parent welcome. It was a lovely warm summer night, 
ideal for new and old parents to reacquaint or meet for the first time. 
 
There were a number of items left behind including 2 large white 
Country Road plates, a square white platter, a pair of ladies’ black 
sunglasses and a light blue cooler bag. 
 
If any of these are yours please contact Tracy McLaren on 9286 
3084 or email writer@midwest.com.au 

Year 8 Parents / Year 9-12 
New Parents – Meet Your 
Tutor Group Teacher 
On Monday 16 March, there is an opportunity for a brief one-on-
one meeting with your son or daughter’s Tutor Group teacher in 
the Ignatian Centre (Library). This is the person they meet every 
morning, who is the initial point of contact for pastoral welfare 
issues. In many cases, your son or daughter will have the same 
Tutor Group teacher for their whole high school experience. A 
letter will be sent home for you to outline your appointment 
preferences. Times available are 3.20pm – 4.00pm. 
 
Ms Sarah Hammond – Year 8 Coordinator 

Compassion Day  
Thursday 5 March 2009 
Money collected will be donated to Caritas Australia who work to 
alleviate poverty around the world. 
 
This will be a casual dress day for students and the following dress 
standards will apply:- 
Enclosed footwear must be worn. 
PE uniforms are required for PE lessons. 
Clothing worn must be safe, sensible, modest (no bare midriffs or 
visible boxer shorts) and practical. 
No strapless or see through tops or dresses are permitted. 
Shorts need to be of a modest length. 
No inappropriate slogans or images on any items of clothing. 
Makeup is not permitted. 
 
Students who do not comply will be sent to me during Tutor Group 
and parents will be contacted in order to rectify any issues. 
This is an important College fundraising day and with support from 
all in the College Community we will be able to focus on the won-
derful work of Caritas Australia and not on student dress standards. 
 

Mrs Jenneth Stibi - Deputy Principal Pastoral Welfare 


