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Dear Parents, Students and Friends of John XXIII College. 

During the week we have had many 
reminders about how close Christmas is and 
the message of the Season. 
 
Starting last Friday with the Mary Ward 
Christmas Party where current and ex 
students partied with freedom and delight in 
each other’s company.  There was no 
competition, no judgement, no commercial 
value on gifts.  Instead just the pure delight of 
good friends enjoying Christmas music, food 
and ritual.  One of the highlights for me was 
Nick Jones appearing in an inflatable Santa 
Suit! 
 
The Early Learning Centre this week hosted 
Kindergarten and Pre Primary Concerts and 
judging by the “oohs and aahs”” from the 
audiences, they were very well received.  The 
Nativity scene, Christmas Carols and 
Australian rituals were all reminders of the 
wonder of the Season and the openness 
children have to celebrating the birth of Christ 
with reverence and awe!  Another wonderful 
moment took place this morning in the Chapel 
with our magnificent liturgical choir singing 
Christmas Carols, the Nativity Scene laid out 
so beautifully by our Year 5 students and the 
first reading so powerfully proclaiming this 
time of Advent and preparation. 
 
I hope to see many of you at the Carols by 
Candlelight on Sunday night.  Another great 
community event for us all to enjoy together.  
 
Seek Justice 
In last week’s Catholic Record, there was an 
excellent article about justice by Professor 
Hayden Ramsey—the Deputy Vice Chancellor 
of UNDA.  In this College Community where 
our Motto is “Seek Justice” these words are 
well worth our reflection during Advent, “Real 
commitment to social Justice however 
required commitment first to personal justice; 
not just giving, but living justly” 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
Mrs Anne Fry  -  Principal  

"Happy and  carefree Christmas" say the 
Big Stores, as they put another cornucopia 
of compelling and convincing solutions to 
your Christmas shopping dilemmas, here's 
a moment to stop and reflect before your 
user friendly online shopping spree. Why do 
we celebrate the coming of a Saviour who 
has come? The ancient longings and 
promises, expressed by the prophets have 
been fulfilled. But salvation is not complete 
not even with the death and resurrection of 
the Lord and the sending of the Holy 
Spirit.  Why?  Because there is so much, 
"unfinished business" in the work of 
redemption.  The doctrine of the second 
coming reminds us that even after two 
thousand years of Christianity, we should 
not be too surprised that the world and the 
lives of us believers still appear very 
unredeemed. Our salvation is still being 
worked out. This waiting time is not just 
empty space devoid of meaning, like time 
spent waiting on a bus stop; this is sacred 
time, to proclaim the Good News and make 
sense of the present, and never give up 
hope.  
 
Advent honours and celebrates this season 
of "patient yes",  a waiting aspect of our 
Christian life. As we all wait together 
this Advent,  let's say yes to all  that 
salvation holds for us: yes to God's personal 
love; yes to Jesus' kingdom of justice and 
peace; yes to every opportunity to serve the 
gospel, and yes to knowing that our God is 
companion to us in every step of our 
journey, even in the most unexpected way. 
The Scottish poet John Bell expresses it this 
way: Light looked down and saw the 
darkness; "I will go there" said light. Peace 
looked down and saw war; " I will go there", 
said peace. Love looked down and saw 
hatred; "I will go there", said love;  So he, 
the Lord of Light, the Prince of Peace, the 
King of Love, came down and crept in 
beside us. 
 
Fr Gaetan Pereira  -  College Chaplain 



Around the Primary 
Christmas Concerts 
The Christmas spirit was very much alive in the Junior 
Primary this week. The Kindy children, dressed in their 
Christmas glitter and nativity costumes, performed 
magnificently for their families. Thank you to Mrs 
Amanda Kounis, Mrs Cath DeCampe  and Mrs Lorraine 
Minutillo for  all their hard work and creativity in preparing 
for the Kindy Christmas Concert. The Pre-primary 
classes also held their Christmas Concert this week and 
entertained and delighted their families with a wonderful  
performance. Thank you to Miss Sofia Bonomelli, Miss 
Kayla Massara, Ms Deb Eamer and Miss Claire Bristow 
for their efforts in preparing the children. 

 
Poppy Day 
Thank you to everyone who bought poppies this year as 
part of the Cambridge Sub-Branch of the RSL, for 
Remembrance Day.  Through the community’s 
generosity, John XXIII College raised $528.70. 
 
3-6 Dance Afternoon 
Congratulations to all the children in years 3-6 whose 
dancing skills were on display Thursday afternoon in the 
Gym.  As part of the Phys-Ed program, the children were 
taught a number of dances, including the jive, slosh and 
hucklebuck, over Term Four.   Thursday afternoon was 
the culmination of the term’s work.  Thank you to all the 
parents (and teachers) who joined in the dancing and to 
Mr and Mrs Alderman for all their hard work to ensure 
that the children’s dancing skills were finely tuned and 
second to none. 
 
Transition Day 2009  
On Monday 7th December the Primary School will be 
having a Transition Day. On the morning of this day all 
class lists for Pre-primary to Year 6 Six for 2010 will be 
displayed on the appropriate classroom windows to 
inform parents and children of classes for 2010. At 
10:00am all children from Kindy to Year Five will be 
assembled into their new classes and taken to their 2010 
classroom. The children will then have a 40 minute 
session familiarising themselves with the children and 
teacher of their 2010 class.     

Newman College Class of 
1 9 8 9  R e u n i o n 
The first reunion since the class of 89 finished school is 
currently being organised to take place on the 19 
December at the Wembley Hotel's function room, and 
possibly a school tour on 18 Dec. Past staff also 
welcome.   
 
Please register with Marcela Roberts (nee Fragapane) 
on marcela@activ8.net.au or 0428998949. 

Children in Pre-primary and Year Three will be 
spending recess in their new playground area where 
they will be given the opportunity to become familiar 
with playground equipment, toilets and eating areas. 
The Leadership Team has developed this transition 
format as we believe it will alleviate any anxiety children 
have about making the transition into a new 
environment. That afternoon the class lists will be sent 
home to inform parents of the class make up for 2010. 
 
Upcoming Events: 
Monday, 7 December:  
2010 Transition Day 
 
Friday, 11 December:   
Pre-primary to Year 6 General Assembly in the Roncalli 
Hall at 9.00am 
 
Monday, 14 December:   
Year 6 Graduation at 6.30pm in the Chapel 
 
Wednesday, 16 December:   
K-9 Mass at 10.00am 
End of Term for all students 
 
 
Mrs L Gardner Cluster Leader K—2  
Ms A Coniglio Cluster Leader 3—6  

On Wednesday morning 9th December, the Library will 
be holding a sale of second hand primary books.   The 
sale will take place outside the Library at recess time.   
 
The books will cost from 20c to $1 and the money raised 
will be donated to charity. 



YEAR 7 TRANSITION 
 
This last week has been yet another chance for our 
students to demonstrate the breadth and depth of 
their talents. 
CONFIRMATION: 

  Congratulations to the 26 students who received 
the Sacrament of Confirmation at St Joseph's, 
Subiaco last Sunday. We pray that they will continue 
to be blessed abundantly. 
 
SOCIAL JUSTICE 

 Each class had the opportunity to prepare a meal 
for their buddy class and donated $4 to the St 
Patrick's soup kitchen in Fremantle. The Year 7 
students generously donated a total of $593 to St 
Patrick's. This will provide 148 meals. Glenda from St 
Patrick's accepted the donation, praising the students 
for their good work. We thank Mr Andrew Landells 
for coordinating the activity and Mr Clive Palmer for 
his direction in the kitchen.  
 

 Grace Thompson, with the help of her Loreto 
colleagues, arranged a Silly Sock Day to raise funds 
to support under privileged children as they move into 
High School. $73 was collected. A great effort, Grace 
 
PERFORMANCE 

 Congratulations to  our music students on their 
accomplished performances at the Year 7 Recital. 
The range of performances included guitar ensemble, 
voice, violin, piano, flute, clarinet, saxophone and 
guitar. Our thanks to Mrs Toni Strong and the team in 
the Music Department. 
 
INDIVIDUAL ACHIEVEMENT 

 Well done, Dylan Broadway. Dylan competed in 
the West Coast 1000m last weekend and finished the 
whole 1km. 
 

Mrs Sue Benson  -  Year 7 Coordinator 

HEAD LICE 
It has been reported that 
head lice is prevalent in Year 
7. 
Could parents please check 
their child/ren for signs of 
head lice. To obtain 
management and treatment 
i n f o r m a t i o n  g o  t o 
www.hea l th .wa .gov .au /
headlice. 
 
 
YR 7 SCOLIOSIS CHECK: 
Year 7 Scoliosis checks are no longer performed by the 
Community Health Nurses. An information pamphlet on 
Scoliosis will be sent home to Year 7 parents this week. 
This pamphlet explains what Scoliosis is and describes 
the Forward Bending Test. If you are concerned about 
your child’s back, please contact your family doctor for a 
check. 
 
Jenny Hill  -  College Nurse 

THANK YOU! 
 
A huge thank you to the Johnson family who kindly 
donated 90kg of magnificent tomatoes for the Fete. 
 
Also sincere thanks to the wonderful helpers who came 
to assist on Saturday in the Commercial kitchen, we 
had over 30 Mums, Dads, kids, friends and visitors 
from South Africa! We produced 180 jars of Tomato 
Relish & 150 of Tomato Chutney for sale at the Fete. 
 
It was great fun and if you would like to be involved in 
any way in the next escapade, contact Kate Parker -
 kate@modusoperandi.com.au or Devon Harding -
  devona@globaldial.com  

The Uniform Shop is now closed for stocktaking. 
 

The Uniform Shop will open on 
Wednesday, January 13th  2010 
and will continue to open on our 
regular shop days and hours.—
Mondays 8 to 6, Wednesday 
and Friday 8 to 12.  The Shop 
will also open on Saturday 
January 30th from 10am to 2pm. 
 

 
No secondhand uniforms (and 

this includes blazers) will be accepted until March. 
 
If you have a new student starting in 2010, please ring for 
a January appointment and 
we will open on special days 
to cater for your needs.  This 
will allow the shop to cater 
for the current families on 
the standard days. It can be 
quite frustrating for both you 
and the shop staff if you ar-
rive without an appointment, 
so please assist us with this.   
 
Bev Sainsbury 
Uniform Shop Coordinator 



John XXIII College Alumni 

 
Congratulations  
Congratulations to Goldie Goldbloom (Class of 1981) 
who recently won the 2008 AWP award in the USA 
for her book "The Paperbark Shoe".  The story is set 
in Wyalkatchem during the war years.  It is  
published by and available through Fremantle Arts 
Centre Press. 
 
Making Peace With The Enemy 
Please go to the Alumni web site 
www.johnxxiii.edu.au to read a recent article by 
Vietnam Veteran Richard Adams (Class of 1963) 
Making Peace With The Enemy.  It is an amazing 
and inspiring account of Richard’s journey back to 
Vietnam 
 
Reminder: 
 
Please settle payments for the 10, 20 and 30 year 
reunions as soon as possible ” 
 
Anna Gingell nee Muir (Class of 1978) 
Alumni Development Officer 

Condolences 
  
Condolences to the Ikin family 
on the recent loss of  John 
Ikin.  John was grandfather to  
Matt (year 8) and Millie (year 
6).  May He Rest In Peace 
 
Thoughts and Prayers to 
Veronica Brennan Poland and 
her family on the recent loss 
of  her mother Mary Brennan.  
May She Rest In Peace 

Musical Memoirs 
 
Carols by Candlelight Picnic Concert –  
Sunday 6 December 7pm on the Chapel Lawn.  
 
Come with your picnic 
basket and sing your 
favourite carols. 
 
All the College choirs will 
be involved. 
 
All music rehearsals for 
the year will cease after 
the CAROL CONCERT. 
 
Mrs T Strong  -  Music Coordinator 

Year 7 2009 Wind-Up 
  
There will be an informal wind-up to the year at Claremont 
Pool on the last day of Term, Wednesday, 16 December 
2009, immediately after 
school.   
 
The kids will enjoy splashing 
around and celebrating the 
end of a great year.   
 
C laremont Pool  has 
barbeque facilities.  Bring 
your own provisions to have a BBQ if you wish. BYO 
everything.  
 
Please come and catch up with other parents and don't just 
drop the children off as there will be no supervision other 
than the general supervision by pool staff. Siblings are 
welcome.   

Return of Reading Books 
The Primary School asks all parents 
of Primary students to check at 
home for any school reading books.   
 
Returning books as soon as 
possible will reduce the cost of 
replacing missing books. Very 
importantly, return of missing books 
does more than reduce the cost of 
replacement.  It also saves the  time 
and expense involved in  covering 
and re ordering books. 
 
Please ask your child/children to 
check for books so that they can be returned to school and 
stored ready to start the year in 2010.  
 
Thanks for your cooperation, 
 
Classroom Teachers 

Email Contact 

at John XXIII 

College 

 
Email has become an important way 
of communicating with  the John XXIII College Community. 
If you change your email address, please notify Main 
Administration of your change of details. This also applies to 
phone numbers and mail address.  
 
If you are not receiving emails from the College and you feel 
you should be, please email webadmin@johnxxiii.edu.au for 
support.  



Canteen Roster for Week  9 Year  
Four 
Monday 7th December 
Wendy Paull 
 
Tuesday 8th December 
Sue Megan 
 
Wednesday 9th December 
Cath Leunig 
 
Thursday 10th December 
Gen Jobson 
 
Friday 11th December 
Kate Prescott 
 
Thanks, Maureen Taylor  -  Canteen Coordinator 

St Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal 
The St. Vincent de Paul Society is once again 
providing help to families in need this Christmas. The 
Young Vinnies Christmas Appeal aims to help 
families celebrate Christmas with dignity.  
  
The College would like to make up Christmas 
hampers for families. The Society is also seeking to 
provide gift vouchers to families so they can do their 
own Christmas shopping for presents.  Any donations 
of money will be used for this purpose. 
  
The list below gives some suggestions for suitable 
donations for Christmas hampers. Donations can be 
placed in the box either at the Front Office or at 
Student Reception. 
  

 Christmas Pudding    
 Long Life Custard   
 Bon Bons  
 Plain or Sweet Biscuits 
 Cordial or Soft Drink    
 Spreads 
 Pancake Mix     
 Jelly/Powdered Custard  
 Tinned Vegetables  
 Milo, Coffee, Tea, Sugar 
  

It is important to remember your hamper must contain 
non perishable food items. To ensure the hampers 
you are generously donating are delivered to families 
this Christmas, please donate to your nearest St 
Vincent de Paul centre before the last week of 
Christmas..  
  

Thank you for your most generous support at this 
special time of year. 
 
St Vinnies— John XXIII College 



The final secondhand  collection for fete will be Friday 11th 
December. Collections will resume in Week 1 of Term 1 2010.   





Prayer Group Tuesday St 
Thomas Claremont 

You are welcome to join the 
Tuesday morning prayer group.   
 

We are mainly mums from the 
school community that get 
together in quiet prayer and 
reflection.  Even if you are just 
curious, pop in.  It is a refreshing 
way to start the week. 
 

Cuppa first at 9.00am in the 
meeting room, then in the Church 
at around 9.15am.  Finishes 
around 10.00am.  

Raven Control Programme 
 
The Australian Raven is a 
highly intelligent and adaptable 
species that capitalizes on 
easy food sources. Its 
numbers have increased in the 
Perth metropolitan area as a 
result of increased access to 
food. Feeding ravens reduces 
their natural ability to forage 
for their own food and 
encourages their presence in 
City of Nedlands area. 
 
 
Did you know!!! 
 
Australian Ravens prefer to nest 10-25 meters above 
the ground, consequently they prefer older well 
established suburbs, such as the City of Nedlands. 
 
WHAT CAN YOU DO TO HELP? 
 
 Don’t feed native animals or birds or allow 

 excess food to accumulate 

 Clear away food scraps and excess pet food; 

 Dispose of fruit which has fallen from fruit trees; 

 Cover compost heaps, or use a compost bin; 

 Properly secure chicken pens and ensure they 

 are in good condition 

 Deny Australian Ravens access to sheds and 

 rubbish bins; 

 Do not overfill your rubbish bin; 

 Make sure your bin is properly secured; 

 Thin or prune tree branches to make the area 

 unattractive 

 Don’t litter. 

 

PUT A LID ON IT AND KEEP AUSTRLIAN RAVENS 
WILD 

For more information please ring Sustainable Nedlands 
on 92733583 


