
Issue 17  12th June 2009 

Dear Parents, Students and Friends of John XXIII College 

This week we have welcomed some significant 
rain with all the inherent promise of renewal to 
our dry land and lakes.   It was wonderful to see 
how eagerly it was embraced despite the 
temporary inconvenience that it perhaps 
caused.  The rain was appreciated more this 
week than it might have been last week when 
we had two significant school camps taking 
place.  The Year 10 Outdoor Education Camp 
was held in the Margaret River Region and the 
students had opportunities to abseil, climb and 
take part in initiative and adventure activities.  
My congratulations to Mr Darren Kowal, and his 
team of staff for their excellent preparation and 
supervision of this camp program.  Outdoor 
Education involves a series of managed risks 
and it takes a steady demeanour to lead such 
an experience in a safe but challenging 
environment.   
 
The second camp last week was our inaugural 
Yr 7 Camp held at Woodman’s Point (rather 
ironical, given all that is happening with the 
Swine Flu, as it is the old quarantine station.)   
 
This camp really highlighted to all of us the 
close connections that already exist among our 
Yr 7’s and how strong their identity is as a year 
level.  My thanks to Mrs Benson and the Yr 7 
Team and the many other staff who volunteered 
to participate in this camp with 180 highly 
excitable children!   
 
Their activities were challenging and team 
based, and gave a great outlet for the 
exceptional energy and initiative of this 
particular group.  The students celebrated 
Eucharist on the beach just as the sun was 
setting over Cockburn Sound.  Surely no 
Cathedral in the world could have rivalled the 
majesty of the red sun setting over the ocean, 
pelicans gliding to observe our celebration and 
the sounds of the ocean rolling on the beach.  
In such a unique setting one of our Yr 7 
students, Hamish Johnston made his first Holy 
Communion.  It was a privilege to be part of 
such a celebration and we thank Fr Jamie for 
presiding over such a special Eucharist. 
 

 

Our camps help extend our academic and 
pastoral program across the College.  I 
appreciate the generosity and competence of 
the staff who make them possible each year in 
a time when many schools have ceased 
hosting any residential experiences for 
students. 

Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs Anne Fry 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
Today’s Readings (Wednesday) are all about 
law – God’s law.  We are in fact a very 
nomothetic people, a law based 
people.  Indeed, a system of laws is the centre 
point of our civilisation and much of this 
understanding arises out of the Church itself, 
which has a system of rules or laws named 
Canon Law.   
 
The problem with all this emphasis on law, 
though, is that the followers of Christ are those 
trying to discern an ultimate law which fulfils all 
others.  One that completes and inspirits all 
other rules and rights, that being the ‘law of 
love’.   
 
The ‘right thing to do,’ then, at least in a 
Christian understanding, will be about prayer, 
will be about joining the People of God (the 
Church) as we work out together how to live 
Jesus’ (and so our) ‘law of love’ in the context 
of other written rules.  Yet another reason to 
join the community in worship at Mass. 
 
Peace, 
 

Fr Jamie Calder SJ   -  College Chaplain 



Around the Primary 

Music 
 

Please Note – Music Eisteddfod Entries Have Closed – 
Please Make Sure You Are Aware Of The Date Change 
Monday 22 June And Tuesday 23 June. 
 
Music Camp Forms Due In This Friday 12 June 
 
Reminder – Large Ensemble Soiree – College Hall – 
Sunday 28 June Commencing At 5:30 Pm 
 
 
Ms Toni Strong  -  Music Coordinator 

 A Junior Primary Request 
There has been a growing problem in the Junior Primary 
classrooms with teachers being unable to start their 
lessons on time in the morning. This is due to an 
increasing number of parents still in the room after 8:50 
a.m. Unless you are involved in reading rosters, can you 
please say your goodbyes and move off promptly. This 
will allow the teachers to settle the children and start the 
daily routine on time. Thank you for your co-operation. 
 

Upcoming Events for Week 8 
 
Wednesday 17/6  
Visit by Fr Charles Waddell to Year 6 students preparing 
for Confirmation 
 
Friday 19/6    
PP – 2 Mass organised by 1B at 9:00am in the Chapel 
Yr 3 – 6 Assembly organised by 5G at 9:00a.m. in the Old 
Lecture Theatre 

Mrs L Gardner Cluster Leader K—2  
Ms A Coniglio Cluster Leader 3—6 

Lost Property 
 
The Lost Property Box in Student Reception is currently 
overflowing.  If you have lost clothing, shoes, glasses, 
jewellery etc, please come and have a look for your 
things.   
 
All items will be donated to St Vincent de Paul if not 
collected by the end of Semester One. 

Carnivale Gardening 
Mornings 
Thursday 18th of June and Thursday 2nd of July. 9am 
to 11am in the Maintenence Department. 
 
Any queries please contact Angela Knight 0408 341 
834 or email; a.knight@iinet.net.au If  you have any 
plants that could be propagated and can't make it to the 
sessions let us know and we can arrange to collect 
plants or meet you at school at a mutually convenient 
time.  

 
All money collected on this day will be donated to 
LifeLink which is the fundraising organisation 
established by the Roman Catholic Archbishop of Perth 
to provide financial and other support for social service 
agencies established or supported by the Archdiocese 
of Perth. 
 
Tutor/Homeroom Teachers in the secondary school will 
collect donations on Friday morning during Tutor Group/
Homeroom. 
 
This will be a casual dress day for students and the 
following dress standards will apply:- 
 
 Enclosed footwear must be worn 

 PE uniforms are required for PE lessons 

 Clothing worn must be safe, sensible, modest 

and practical (no strapless or see through 

dresses or tops are permitted) 

 Shorts are not to be worn on this Compassion 

Day 

 No inappropriate slogans or images are permitted 

on any item of clothing 

 Usual grooming rules apply 

 
Students who do not comply will be sent to myself and 
Mr Owen during Tutor Group and parents will be 
contacted if necessary, in order to rectify any issues.  
 
This is an important College fundraising day and with 
the support of all in the College Community we will be 
able to focus on the work of LifeLink and not on student 
dress standards. 
 
Mrs Jenneth Stibi – Deputy Principal Pastoral 
Welfare 

KaBOOM! Toons  
 
KaBOOM! Toons Cartoon Workshop will be held in the 
July holidays at the Mt Claremont Community Centre, 
Mt Claremont on Friday 10th of July 
 
For further information call Felicity on 9443 7337 or 
visit www.kaboomtoons.com  



Health Information  
HEAD LICE INFORMATION 
 
 What are Head Lice? Head lice are tiny insect 
parasites that live on the human head, feeding on the 
scalp several times a day. Head lice reproduce by 
laying their eggs (nits) on the hair shaft close to the 
scalp. They are not dangerous, don’t carry diseases 
and are not a sign of poor hygiene. 
How are head lice spread? Head lice are spread by 
head-to-head contact with another person who has 
head lice, e.g. when doing group work at school, 
playing, or hugging. Head lice can run from one head 
to another in seconds. Head lice cannot fly, jump or 
swim, but they can sometimes ‘trapeze’ from one hair 
to another. Brushes and combs are unlikely to 
transfer head lice and do not transfer viable eggs, as 
these are very hard to detach from the hair shaft. 
Head lice are not spread through bed linen, clothing 
or head gear, as they do not leave the scalp unless 
they are dead or dying. Eggs (nits) do not fall off until 
weeks after they have hatched as the egg shells are 
glued tightly to the hair shaft. 
 
How do I look for head lice?  
 Dry head checks are unreliable, due to the speed 

at which head lice move. 
 Saturate dry hair with hair conditioner, then comb 

in sections with a metal fine-tooth ‘nit’ comb. 
Wipe the comb on a white paper towel and 
examine them with a strong light or magnifying 
glass to look for head lice and eggs. 

 
What do I do if I find head lice? 
 Check all household members (use hair 

conditioner). 
 Choose one of the treatments from the 

Department of Health’s Fact Sheet (10 day hair 
conditioner treatment or insecticide treatment) 

 Inform the class teacher or nurse and inform any 
other contacts. Notes will be sent to Parents in 
the class. 

 Parent/guardian of child with head lice will be 
given confirmation of treatment form to complete 
and return when treatment is completed.  Check 
the hair regularly, e.g. weekly, for any further 
head lice infestation. 

 
Early treatment can 
prevent spread to further 
close contacts. 

 
For further information go to 
www.heal th .wa.gov.au/
headlice. 
 
Thankyou 
 
Jenny Hill (College Nurse)  

Canteen Roster for next week: 
 

Monday 15th  

Sue Reynolds, Louise Walsh 

Tuesday 16th 

Andrea Paganin ,Cathryn Matthys  

Wednesday 17th  

Angelia Koong 

Thursday 18th  

Marie ORourke ,Elisa Grey 

Friday 19th  

Jacqui Hymus, Sandra  

 
Maureen Taylor  -  Canteen Coordinator 

YEAR NINE PARENTS 
COFFEE AND CATCH UP 
 

Please come along to 34 Camelia 
Avenue, Mount Claremont on 
Friday 19th June after school drop 
off for coffee, cake and a catch up. 
 
Enquires Yvonne Sassine 
Mobile: 0414 384 516 
 
Year 9 Coordinators 
Jenny Kenny, Tracy Mclaren 
and Yvonne Sassine  

The Roncalli Care Group are hosting a  
Morning Tea to  

 

THANK  ALL 
Volunteers in the College. 

 
When: Friday 26th June  

 
8.00am in the Chapel 

followed by  morning tea in 
the Carnivale Room  

(Old Year 7 Classroom)  
 

We look forward to seeing you 
there 



Prayer Group Tuesday  St 
Thomas Claremont 
 

Prayer Group Tuesdays at St Thomas Claremont   
You are welcome to join the Tuesday morning prayer 
group.  We are mainly mums from the school 
community that get together in quiet prayer and 
reflection.  Even if you are just curious, pop in.  It is a 
refreshing way to start the week. 
Cuppa first at 9.00am in the meeting room, then in the 
Church at around 9.15.  Finishes around 10.00am.  

GOSPEL CONCERT 
28th June at St Patrick’s Basilica, Fremantle - 1.30pm 
to 4.15pm 
 

Some of Western Australia’s finest gospel performers 
will come together for this traditional and ecumenical 
concert.  
 

The concert provides quality, uplifting spiritual music 
with opportunity to participate. Profits will support the 
work of Cross Roads Community providing drug and 
alcohol rehabilitation. Tickets $15 adults & $3 children 
are ONLY available by advance purchase.  
Enq: erichancock@swiftdsl.com.au  or phone 
94461558. 
 

80th Anniversary Mass 
St Paul's Primary School’ Invites you to attend their  
80th Anniversary Mass on Sunday 28 June at 
9.30am at St Paul’s Parish Church, Rookwood St, Mt 
Lawley Followed by Morning Tea in the school hall. 
 
Please RSVP to the school office on 92718593 
Wednewday 24 June. 
 

Catholic   Youth   Ministry 
 
Sunday 14th June  -  South Sunday  
Mass at 5pm, followed by music at 6.30pm.  
 
Venue: The Basilica of St Patrick, Fremantle 
Don’t miss out. Open for youth of all ages (pref 15-35).  
June Guest Speaker: Fr John O’Reilly, presenting 
“Bread or Jesus?” 
The night includes: music, activities, a guest speaker, 
prayer time & group discussions.  
 
Bring money for supper. More details on 
www.cym.com.au or call 9422 7912 
 
Sunday 21st June  -  North Sunday 
Mass @ 5.30pm, followed by music at 6.45pm.  
 
Venue: Holy Spirit, City Beach 
Don’t miss out. Open for youth of all ages (pref 15-35).  
June Guest Speaker: Fr John O’Reilly, presenting 
“Bread or Jesus?” 
The night includes: music, activities, a guest speaker, 
prayer time & group discussions. Bring money for 
supper. More details on www.cym.com.au or call 9422 
7912 
 
Every Wednesday Night 
Catholic Youth Ministry (CYM) Holy Hour 
Mass at 5.30pm and Holy Hour (adoration) at 6.30pm at 
the Catholic Pastoral Centre, 40A Mary St, Highgate. 
Dinner meal available afterwards for a $5 donation. 
More details on www.cym.com.au or call 9422 7912 
 
 
Wednesday 15th –Sunday 19th July 
CYM HOPE Conference  
Venue: Chisholm Catholic College 
1104 Beaufort st, Bedford, WA 
CYM presents “HOPE” Conference in July, based on 
the WYD09 Theme from 1Tim 4:10 and the Pope’s 
2007 Encyclical ‘Spe Salvi’.  The four day conference 
will include seminars, workshops, guest speakers, 
music, drama and other activities to inspire and 
empower our youth.  Open for youth of all ages (pref 
teenagers -35). For more details and to register go to: 
www.cym.com.au or call 9422 7912   

Young Vinnies is planning to have a Winter Sleep out at 
the College to recreate what it’s like to be homeless. It 
will most likely be on Saturday 27th June, from 7pm to 
8am the next day. Soup and activities will be provided. 
There’s an interest sheet on the student reception desk 
where students can put their name and tutor group to 
receive further details. It is anticipated that a meeting will 
take place in the next week,  depending on numbers. All 
Secondary students are welcome to come. 



Library and Information Week 
A fantastic week happened during May 25-28 with the John XXIII College Ignatius Library taking part in Library and 
Information Week which is instigated by the Australian Library and Information Association (ALIA).  We actually 
started the week before with Book Fair which was a great success with students, parents and grandparents coming 
into the library to buy a variety of books and writing tools. We had Clifford the bright red dog encouraging students to 
look at the goodies –thanks Clifford. The library was also able to choose a range of books for our own collection 
because of the sales we made so that is a boost to the library. 
 
We were so fortunate to have Matt Ottley as our 2009 Writer-in-residence this year. Matt is not only an author but 
also a talented artist/illustrator and musician, talents he has combined in his book “Requiem for a Beast” which has 
won numerous awards including the Children’s Book Council of Australia Picture Book of the Year in 2008. He was 
amazing with the students and particularly helpful with the Year 9 students who are studying “Requiem.” He also 
worked with the Year 7’s and 8’s, at times playing guitar and doing amazing art work which was sometimes based on 
the features of a student. Matt loved being here and often did more that was asked of him because he was enjoying 
his time at the school and with the students. 
 
On Wednesday May 27 John XXIII College took part in the National 
Simultaneous Storytime where schools and libraries around Australia read 
the Jackie French book “Pete the Sheep” at the same time, 9am for those in 
Western Australia. Our students were engrossed in the fun of the story and 
especially liked the sheep having their hair done at the hairdressers. 
 
Thank you to the Parents Auxiliary for taking care of the staff by catering for 
morning tea on the last day of Library and Information Week. The food was 
delicious and many staff came from all over the school to be thanked for 
their work in the school and to spend time in the library. 
 
Thanks to all who participated in Library and Information Week. We look 
forward to our next big event during Book Week, held from August 24-28. 
 
Mrs Ainsworth 
Co-ordinator of Library 



The Class of 1999 committee are in the process of 
collecting and updating records of past students to 
attend the 10 year reunion to be held on 19th 
December 2009.  They are keen for assistance, in 
particular to manage the booklet containing stories and 
photos of their class mates and for people to join the 
committee.  If interested, please contact this office, or 
email Candice McGriskin cmcgriskin@hotmail.com or 
Tori Anderson tori.anderson@gmail.com   
 
Mrs Anna Gingell nee Muir  (Class of 1978) 
Alumni Development Officer   Ph: (08) 9383 0520  

Careers Corner 
School Holiday Study Workshops – Years 8/9 and 
Years 10-12 
In the July holidays, ICS Training Group will be conducting 
6 hour study/ learning skills workshops here at the 
College. Successful seminars have been conducted by 
ICS at other Catholic and AISWA schools in the region. All 
registrations, payments and coordination of the course is 
managed by ICS Training Group and there is a flyer 
attached to this newsletter for interested families. 
 
Scholarships for Children of Veterans 
The Australian Veteran’s Children’s Assistance Trust offer 
financial assistance for up to 65 students intending tertiary 
studies each year. The scholarship is means tested and is 
open to the child or grandchild of a person who has 
operational service with the Australian Army, Navy or Air 
Force, or if not has three or more years continuous full 
time service as a member of the ADF. To receive an 
application form register interest on 1800 620 361. 
 
Transition to Nursing Program 
The TTN is designed to provide Year 11 students with 
appropriate transition experiences which will lead to them 
being suitably prepared for tertiary nursing studies. 
Applications from Year 11 students interested in the 
Transition to Nursing program conducted by the Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry in partnership with St John 
Ambulance, Curtin University, DET, AISWA and the CEO 
close on Friday 26 June. All details are available via email 
f r o m  t h e  C a r e e r s  C o u n s e l l o r  a t 
hammond.sarah@johnxxiii.edu.au 
 
Ms Sarah Hammond  -  Careers Advisor 

Alumni News 

Birds and Butterflies 
 
The Year 9 Craft Design class have completed a 
wonderful variety of mosaic birds and butterflies which 
are on display in the Display Cabinet outside the 
Technology and Enterprise Office (near the Pottery 
Room) if you happen to be passing this way take a 
moment to enjoy their artwork,  
 
Mrs Deb Ellery  -  Art Teacher 



 

Notice for Parents of Yr 12 PE 
studies students  

For Parents of Year 
10, 11 and 12 
Students 
 
The College has been informed by TISC that the 
Tertiary Entrance Rank (TER) will have a phased in 
name change during 2009 and 2010. The reason for 
the change is due to the Australian Universities 
agreeing to use the same terminology for what is 
known in Western Australia as the TER. An extract 
from an email sent to the College by TISC is copied 
below for your information. 
 

In Western Australia, the public 
universities have agreed that there will 
be a phased introduction of the name 
change over this period.  The term TER 
will be replaced with the term TER 
(ATAR) in 2009 and ATAR in 
2010.  This will be reflected in students' 
Year 12 results published by TISC at 
the end of the year, in TISC publications 
and on the TISC website.   
 
This is a name change only, and will 
have no effect on students' ranking 
or the selection process for 
university. 

 
A.T.A.R. is an acronym for Australian Tertiary 
Admission Rank. 
 
Robert Novacsek  -  Deputy Principal, Studies 

Absentee Notes  
Absentee notes from secondary 
parents need to be filed for future 
reference. Please write these notes 
on a separate sheet of paper or 
send via email to facilitate this 
process. 
 
Thank you for your support of all College absentee 
procedures. Many parents are now emailing or 
calling in the mornings to notify us of a student 
absence. If you have misplaced your Student 
Absentees Magnet you are welcome to collect a new 
one from Student Reception. 
 
The email address is absentees@johnxxiii.edu.au 
and the telephone number is 93830406. 
 
Mrs Jenneth Stibi  -  Deputy Principal 


