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Dear Parents, Students and Friends of John XXIII College. 

It is amazing that this is the last newsletter of 2008.  
Where did the year go?  It is the season of gratitude 
and I would like to express my personal thanks to 
every member of the John XXIII College Community.  
It is an amazingly busy College from January to 
December—there literally is never a quiet moment.  In 
just this last week, the Year 9 Musical/Theatre Class 
have presented their production of “Little Shop of 
Horrors”, the Pilgrims of 2008 presented a Powerpoint 
show to their parents on their experiences received on 
the Pilgrimage, the current Year 10s have just finished 
their Micah week, which helped provide them with an 
orientation to Year 11, Santa’s magical workshops 
have been in full swing in the Primary, the Mary Ward 
Mail Service has been busier that Australia Post, our 
Christmas musicians have entertained us, we have 
just hosted the graduation ceremony  for our Year 7 
students and will be hosting our Year 6 students on 
Monday night.  No wonder everyone is tired and in 
need of a good holiday. 
 
We say goodbye to many of our colleagues moving on 
to many new experiences and I thank them for their 
contributions to the College.  In particular I 
acknowledge the retirements of Mrs Arlene 
Nedeljkovic, Mr Ken Maguire, Mr Brian Evans and Mrs 
Kate Payze.  All have made significant contributions to 
Catholic Education over a long period of time.  We 
wish them a happy and fulfilling retirement.  
 
I wish you all every blessing for the holy days and 
holidays ahead.  
 

Yours Sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Mrs Anne Fry  -  Principal 

Chaplain Calls 
At last, we have come to the end of the School 
year culminating with the feast of Christmas, 
which celebrates the birth of Christ. We have no 
myth nor ideology;  Jesus our Lord and Saviour is 
born in a definite time and place. God has 
entered into our world and safeguarded it. 
 
For us Christians, this feast celebrates not just a 
baby born 2000 years ago, but it heralds  the 
presence of God in our life as Emmanuel or God 
is with us. God’s feeling for the little and humble 
people (they are his special concern) is shown 
when it is to poor shepherds that the birth of the 
Good Shepherd is first announced. The sign 
given to the shepherds was poverty in spirit and 
that was in harmony with him, they see the child 
and are filled with joy and become messengers of 
joy to all. 
 
But why? Why would God do such a thing? 
Because he loves us and wanted to become part 
of everything of us, to love each of us intimately, 
passionately and without limits. God became one 
of us to show us how to live out that love. 
Christmas is not just for one day, it’s for the 
whole year. Learning to live each day with 
patience, kindness, gentleness, faithfulness and 
self giving- this is the true gift of Christmas.  
Wishing you a Christmas filled with peace and joy 
and in 2009 may the Lord bless you and keep 
you. May the Lord let his face shine on you and 
be gracious to you. May the Lord uncover his 
face and bring you peace. 
 
Fr Gaetan Pereira S.J. 
 

Christmas Prayer of Pope John XXIII 
 

O sweet Child of Bethlehem, 
grant that we may share with all our hearts 

in this profound mystery of Christmas. 
Put into the hearts of men and women this peace 

for which they sometimes seek so desperately 
and which you alone can give to them. 
Help them to know one another better, 

and to live as brothers and sisters, 
children of the same Father. 

Reveal to them also your beauty,  
holiness  and purity. 

Awaken in their hearts 
love and gratitude for your infinite goodness. 

Join them all together in your love. 
And give us your heavenly peace. Amen. 

 
Pope John XXIII 



Canteen 
Canteen staff would like to thank all the 
volunteers who helped in the canteen this 
year  and to wish them all a very Happy 
Christmas and New year.  
 
Hope to see you all Next year. 
 
Maureen Taylor and Staff   

Primary School Reading 
Books 
From early December, we will be completing an 
inventory of all the Primary School reading 
books.  We would very much appreciate all 
parents and students checking in home desks, 
on tables and bookshelves etc to ensure all 
books belonging to the College are returned as 
soon as possible allowing us sufficient time to 
check them against our inventory.  
 
Of course, in the remaining weeks of term, 
students may continue to take home books for 
reading until class teachers advise otherwise.  
During that time, it would be really helpful if 
parents would ensure any books are returned 
promptly. 
 
Mrs Erin Harrington and  Mrs Thea Knott 

FORTHCOMING EVENT! 
 
 
 
 

The JTC Parents’ Association is pleased to advise that the College is 
proposing to hold a Fete, in the School’s Grounds late in 2009 

(date TBA) 
 

Anyone who is keen to help with the planning or who may be interested  
in running a stall should contact  

Mrs Devon Harding (devona@globaldial.com /0413 581 802) or   
Mrs Cathryn Urquhart (cathrynu@bigpond.net.au /0413 735 189) 

John XXIII College  Parents’ Auxiliary 
 Dates for your 21009 Diary  

 
• Friday 13th Feb 
 Year 7 Parent Drinks and welcome  
 
• Saturday 14th Feb 
 Year 8 Parent Drinks and Welcome 
 
• Saturday 14th March 
 John XXIII College Primary Picnic  



Secondary 
Health Centre News 
 

Festive Season 
Here are some healthy tips and a recipe from Nutrition 
Australia to help you enjoy the Festive Season. 
• If  you are hosting a Christmas party, offer your 

guests a range of low fat snacks, eg, Pretzels, rice 
crackers, tomato salsa and other low fat dips, 
vegetable sticks, fruit platters, 

• For Christmas dinner offer: lean ham, chicken, lean 
meats, fresh seafood, healthy salads and 
vegetables, fresh fruit platters. 

• Add herbs such as oregano or rosemary to roast 
meats instead of using salt. 

• Plan some low key but fun activities – eg, a family 
cricket game; volleyball in the swimming pool; bocce 
or croquet in the garden; go for a walk or bike ride. 

 
CHRISTMAS FRUIT & COCONUT BALLS 
 
Ingredients: Method: 
250 g ricotta cheese 
1. Mix the ricotta cheese and fruits 
½ cup finely chopped fresh pineapple 
2. Add enough coconut to bring mixture to 
½ cup finely chopped mango a firm consistency. 
1 cup sultanas 
3. Take teaspoon amounts of mixture and 
1 finely chopped banana roll into small balls. 
1 ½ cup desiccated coconut 
4. Roll the balls in coconut. 
Offer cold jugs of water – add slices of lemon or lime.  
Chill until firm. 
Extra coconut for coating 
 
 Mrs Jenny Hill – College Nurse 

 
TWENTY YEAR REUNION AND 

TEN YEAR REUNION 
SATURDAY, 20TH DECEMBER 2008 

 
As one of the people who made our time at John 
XXIII College so special  10 or 20 years ago, we’d 

love to catch up with you for a chat about old times. 
6.00PM:  MASS AT JOHN XXIII CHAPEL 

CELEBRATED BY FATHER JOHN PRENDIVILLE 
 

FOLLOWED BY:  DRINKS AND CLASS PHOTO’S 
 

DRESS:  SMART CASUAL 
 

QUERIES TO MRS ANNA GINGELL,  
ALUMNI DEVELOPMENT OFFICER  

JOHN XXIII COLLEGE  -  PH:(08) 9383 0520  or    
EMAIL: gingell.anna@johnxxiii.edu.au  

 
Plans are underway for a joint reunion for all past 
John XXIII College students to be held in Melbourne 
and Sydney in February 2009.   
Expressions of interest are sought.  Please email 
Anna Gingell or view the website: 
Www.johnxxiii.wa.edu.au 

The John XXIII Library  
The John XXIII Library will 
be stocktaking all  books 
over the next few weeks. If 
any parents have some 
time to spare, the library 
staff would appreciate your 
help. Please contact the 
Library or call in.  
 
No previous experience is 
necessary - we will guide 
you through the simple 
process. 

 
 
Mrs Anette Ainsworth  -  Co-ordinator of Library  

Christmas Mass Times for St 
Thomas the Apostle Parish 
2 College Road  -  Claremont 6010 
(Corner of Melville and College, off Walter St.) 
PHONE: Fr Charles 9384 0598 
  
December 24th 
5.30pm Kids' Christmas Mass 
8pm Vigil Mass of the Birth of Jesus 
  
December 25th 
7.30am Dawn Mass of the Birth of Jesus 
9.30am High Mass of the Birth of Jesus 
6pm Quiet Mass celebrating Christmas 
  
New Year's Day Mass 
9.30am Followed by 
Brunch 
  
Have a happy, holy and 
safe Christmas. 
In the Breath of our lives, 
 
Fr Charles Waddell 



College Website Upgrade  
 

Over the Christmas holidays, the College will be 
upgrading the website technology to Microsoft Share Point 
2007.  
 
This upgrade will address a few problems which we 
experienced during 2008. We envisage the upgrade will 
be completed for Term 1 2009. During the upgrade time, 
you may experience some issues with the current website.  
 
We apologise for any inconvenience caused. 
 
Jonathan Clews  -  Website Administrator   

St Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal 
The St. Vincent de Paul Society once again thanks 
the students and families from John XXIII College 
for providing help to families in need this Christmas. 
The Young Vinnies Christmas Appeal helps families 
to be able to celebrate Christmas well.  
 

The College has made up 
hampers with the donations 
which will be provided to needy 
families this  Christmas.  
 
Thank you for your most 
generous support at this special 
time of year. 

Uniform Shop  Update 
 

Uniform Shop 2008.   
The shop is now closed for stocktaking.  
No more second hand items (and this includes blazers 
that have been hired) will be accepted until March 2009. 
  
Uniform Shop opening times, January 2009 
Starting on Wednesday, Jan 14th, the shop will be open 
on the regular days of Wed and Friday from 8 to 12 and 
Mondays from 12 to 6. 
 
We will be closed on Australia Day but will open on 
Saturday Jan 24 and Sat Jan 31st from 10 to 2. 
  
If you have a student who is new to the school, it is highly 
advisable for you to make an appointment so that you can 
be sure of getting the attention that you need. We are 
opening on special days to cater for you.    
 
Please ring 9383 0426, leave a message and we will get 
back to you. 
  
Mrs Bev Sainsbury  -  Uniform Shop Coordinator  

Office Hours during 
Holidays 
 

The John XXIII College administration office will be 
closed over the forthcoming Christmas Break from 
22nd December 2008 through to 9th January 2009. 

Secondary Booklists  
Secondary Booklists for Years 9 to 12 will be distributed 
this week.  Please note that all booklists will be accessible 
on-line through the John XXIII website:  
www.johnxxiii.edu.au 
  
Year 7 2009 students will receive their booklists by mail, 
as will the Year 8 2009 students. 

Year 7 2009  First Day Sausage 

Sizzle 
The College is welcoming the 
Inaugural Year 7 2009 class with a 
sausage sizzle on their first day of 
school, Tuesday, 3 February 
2009.  We would like 6-8 
volunteers from the parent group to 
assist with the BBQ from 12 
noon.  If you are able to help, 
please email Gabrielle Bouffler at 
bouffler77@hotmail.com or phone 
on 9381 7781. 
 
Year 7 Co-Ordinators - Gabrielle Bouffler, Jann 
Boere, Sandra Bogdanov, Marg Carman and Leah 
Kyriakacis  

Secondary Reports 
Please be advised that the Secondary Reports will 
be posted in the week starting 15th December.  If 
you have any queries, please do not hesitate to 
contact the College. 
 
Mr Robert Novacsek, Deputy Principal (Studies 


