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Dear Parents, Students and Friends of John XXIII College. 
Last night at our annual presentation night, awards were presented to students from Year 4 
though to Year 12.  It was a great night of celebration and our congratulations go to all students 
who received awards for their achievement, effort and service. 
Major College Awards were presented to: 
 
• Wholly School Assessed Award:  Rachael Reid 
• UWA Academic Excellence Award: Rachel Lee 
• College Dux: Rachael Stokes 
• John XXIII College Award:  Rachael Stokes 
• John XXIII College Award:  Rachel Lee 
 
It must have been the luckiest name for babies born in 1991.  Congratulations to our three R's, all 
of who are outstanding young women with bright and promising futures. 
 
At the Presentation evening, the John XXIII Awards are always presented by a previous John 
XXIII College Award recipient.  Last night, Mrs Sarah Hammond, (Class of 1983) presented the 
awards to Rachael Stokes and Rachel Lee.  I am including some of her reflection:  
 
“:As a Year 12 student, I don’t think I truly appreciated the honour that was bestowed upon me 
when I received the John XXIII Award.  My parents certainly did, and in a conversation with my 
mother last weekend she impressed upon me the build up and kudos that was given to the 
presentation of the award, in much the same way as we have here tonight. 
I have had many opportunities since finishing school to reflect on the amazing privilege that was 
awarded me that night; through a career calling to adult roles as teacher, career counsellor, 
daughter, sister, wife and mother, I have seen that ‘seeking justice’ can lie in the smallest events – 
assisting a student with difficult work, encouraging another to challenge their self-belief, and just 
being willing to be involved. 
 
 It has been a journey that for me has come full circle, as I joined the incredible teaching staff of 
John XXIII College in 2006 and have been able to give something back to the College which so 
honoured me in 1983.  
 
I stand in awe of those Year 12 students, tempted by our surrounding culture of materialism and 
wanting it all ‘now’, who still remain focussed on the spirit of John XXIII College – a spirit of 
seeking justice, of being men and women for others in the Ignatian tradition, of caring for their 
environment and their fellow students by their words and most importantly by their actions.  
This is not an easy challenge to meet and I would like to take the time to pay homage to the 
families of these students, as I would like to pay homage to my own parents – for it is at home that 
the lessons of social justice are first taught.  The encouragement and love I always received from 
my own parents and their unwavering commitment to family and the service of others taught me 
how to become the adult that I wanted to be .”   

Congratulations to Sarah, Rachel and Rachael.  All very worthy recipients of the prestigious John 
XXIII College Awards. 

Yours sincerely,  

 

 
(Mrs) Anne Fry  -  Principal 



Primary 
Vulnerability of Children 
A recent tragedy in Perth has highlighted the vulnerability of 
children on their way to and from School.  At school we have 
discussed with students the basic protective behaviour strategies 
of: 
• Not talking to people they do not know 
• Not giving personal details (names, address, phone numbers) 

to people they do not know 
• Not getting into a car, or not following instructions from a 

person they do not know 
• Reporting behaviour that make them feel uncomfortable.  
It would be timely to reinforce these messages at home. 

Transition Day 
 
On Monday 8th December the primary school will be having a 
Transition Day. On the morning of this day all class lists for 
Years 1 to 5 for 2009 will be displayed on the appropriate 
classroom windows to inform parents and children of classes 
for 2009. At 10:00am all children from Pre-primary to Year 5 
will be assembled into their new classes and taken to their 
2009 classroom. The children will then have a  fifty minute 
session  familiarising themselves with the children and 
teacher of their 2009 class. Children in Pre-primary and Year 
3 will be spending recess in their new playground area where 
they will be given the opportunity to become familiar with 
playground equipment, toilets and eating areas. The 
Leadership Team has developed this Transition format as we 
believe it will alleviate any anxiety children might have about 
making the transition into a new environment. Class lists will 
be sent home on the same day to inform parents of the class 
make up for 2009. A “Meet and Greet” session will still be 
held on the first Monday before school returns. 
 
Email protocol 
As part of the electronic age, emails have become one of the 
most convenient forms of communication.  In schools, emails 
are a convenient form of communication between teachers 
and parents; however, both parties need to be aware of 
emailing protocol.  Emails are a great way to send a brief 
message but are not ideal for larger issues.  If the email is in 
regards to children’s progress or behavioural issues then it is 
necessary to make an appointment with your child’s teacher.  
 
After School Pick Ups: 
Upper (Administration) Car park: 
Only children who are in Year 1-3 or who have a sibling in 
Year 1-3 must be collected from this area. 
To ensure that the pick up process runs smoothly and that 
the safety of all children is maintained, please stop only in 
the pick up zone, where the children will be waiting and a 
teacher will direct them to the car.  If your child/ren are not 
waiting, please go around the loop again.  It is important that 
parents do not double park or wait at the pick up zone, as 
this not only creates a dangerous situation, but also slows 
the process down for everyone. 
Lower Car park: 
All children in Year 4-7 (unless they have a sibling in Years 1
-3) must be collected from this area. 
Pre-primary/Kindy Car park: 
This car park is only for parents picking up children in the Pre
-primary or Kindergarten. 
 
Upcoming Events: 
Wednesday, 3 December:  Kindergarten A End of Year 
Celebration 
Thursday, 4 December:  Kindergarten B End of Year 
Celebration 
Friday, 5 December:  Pre-Primary to Year Seven End of 
Year Assembly at 9.00am in the Thomas More Exhibition 
Centre. 
 

Ms Adriana Coniglio 4-7 and Mrs Liz Gardner KG-3  

 

Primary Library 
 

A big thank you to all the primary students who 
donated to the Young  Vinnies Christmas 
appeal. The tree in the Library looked 
wonderful. What a fantastic effort. I feel sure all 
your generosity will be rewarded. It’s great to 
see so many families supporting such a worthy 
cause. 
Mrs Kate Payze 

Primary School Reading Books 
From early December, we will be completing an inventory of 
all the Primary School reading books.  We would very much 
appreciate all parents and students checking in home desks, 
on tables and bookshelves etc to ensure all books belonging 
to the College are returned as soon as possible allowing us 
sufficient time to check them against our inventory.  
 
Of course, in the remaining weeks of term, students may 
continue to take home books for reading until class teachers 
advise otherwise.  During that time, it would be really helpful 
if parents would ensure any books are returned promptly. 
 
Mrs Erin Harrington and Mrs Thea Knott 

Year 7 2009 
Details are now being finalised for the mail out of information 
to all families and will available by Friday, 5 December, 
2008. This important mail out will include: class, teacher, 
House, booklist, details for the first day of 2009 and 
important dates for 2009.  
 
Thank you to everyone who has made contact with me to 
share information that will assist in the smooth transition of 
our year 7 students. If you would like more information, a 
tour of the school or have details of your students schooling 
that will assist us in planning for learning, please do not 
hesitate to make contact with me on 9383 0420 or 
benson.sue@johnxxiii.edu.au. 
 
Mrs Sue Benson  -  Year 7 Coordinator 



Secondary 
Health Centre News 
YR 7 SCOLIOSIS CHECK: 
Year 7 Scoliosis checks are no longer performed by the 
Community Health Nurses. An Information pamphlet on 
Scoliosis has been sent home to Year 7 parents this week. 
This pamphlet explains what Scoliosis is and describes the 
Forward Bending Test. If you are concerned about your 
child’s back, please contact your family Doctor for a check. 
 
Jenny Hill – College Nurse 

Musical Memoirs 
 

Sunday 14 December – special Christmas Concert 
Commencing at 5:30.  Wind Band, JTC Voices, Senior 
and Junior Madrigal Singers, Gospel Choir,  Mini Minors, 
Primary String Orchestra and Wind Ensembles 
Ms Toni Strong  -  Music Coordinator 

Year 9 Parents’ Summer Drinks  
 
Friday 12th December 2008 - from 7.30 -  10.00 pm 
All Year 9 parents are invited to attend the Year 9 Summer 
Drinks which will take place at the home of Breda Ryan, 6A 
Lillian Street Cottesloe.  You are requested to bring a plate 
of food to share and your own drinks. 
 
 
 
 

R.S.V.P.    Breda Ryan   0419 969 740 
Suellen Bottechia   0419 917 449 
Barbara Rigby    0438 348 502 

Office Hours during Holidays 
The John XXIII College administration office will be closed 
over the forthcoming Christmas Break from 22nd December 
2008 through to 9th January 2009. 

Chaplain Calls 
Happy New Year! On this first Sunday of Advent on the 
first day of New Liturgical Year,  we are called both by the 
Old Testament and New Testament into our existence in 
relation to God as one of waiting. 
 
As  the eminent theologian, Paul Tillich, describes this in 
his thesis “The Shaking of the Foundations”, 
thus.....”.Waiting means not having and having at the same 
time.... The condition of man’s relations to God  is first of 
all,  one of not having, not seeing, not knowing and not 
grasping.... 
 
 I think of the theologian who does not wait for God, 
because he possesses him, enclosed within a doctrine. I 
think of the biblical student who does not wait for God, 
because he possesses him, enclosed in a book.  I think of 
the churchman who does not wait for God, because he 
possesses him, enclosed in an institution. I think of the 
believer who does not wait for God, because he possesses 
him, enclosed within his own experience. 
 
It is not easy to endure this, not having God, this waiting 
for God. It not easy to preach Sunday after Sunday without 
convincing ourselves and others that we have God and 
can dispose of him. It not easy to proclaim God to children 
and pagans, to sceptics and secularists, and at the same 
time to make clear to them that we ourselves do not 
possess God, that we too wait for him. 
 
I am convinced that much of the rebellion against 
Christianity is due to the overt or veiled claim of the 
Christians to possess God, and therefore,  also, to the loss 
of this element of waiting, so decisive for the prophets and 
the apostles.... They did not possess God, they waited for 
him.  For how can God be possessed? Is God a thing  that 
can be grasped and known among other things? Is God 
less than a intimate communion among human beings. 
There is an element of not having and not knowing, and of 
waiting. Therefore, since God is infinitely hidden, free, and 
incalculable, we must wait for him in the most absolute and 
radical way. He is God for us just in so far as we do not 
possess him....... We have God through not having him.” 
 
May the beautiful season of Advent awaken in all of us,  to 
open  our  doors so that God may find in us a  waiting 
space for his presence. 
 
Fr Gaetan Pereira S.J. 

Secondary Booklists  
Secondary Booklists for Years 9 to 12 will be distributed 
this week.  Please note that all booklists will be accessible 
on-line through the John XXIII website:  
www.johnxxiii.edu.au 
  
Year 7 2009 students will receive their booklists by mail, as 
will the Year 8 2009 students. 

Parents of Year 10 and 11 
Students 
 
All parents will receive during week eight; 
 
• a letter notifying which subjects their child is enrolled in 

for 2009, 
• a booklist 
 
The year 10 parents will also receive a letter informing 
them of the details for week nine.  
 
Mr Rob Novacsek, Deputy Principal (Studies) 
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Divine is a 200 page full colour Cookbook containing recipes 
provided by members of the St Thomas School Community.  
It includes black and white feature photos of the local area in 
which your children play and live.  Divine also features 
recipes from some of WA’s best restaurants.  Copies of 
Divine are available for purchase from St. Thomas and also 
from John XXIII College Administration.  Cost is $35.00.  
This Cookbook will make a wonderful Christmas gift. 

St Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal 
The St. Vincent de Paul Society is once again providing 
help to families in need this Christmas. The Young 
Vinnies Christmas Appeal aims to help families to be able 
to celebrate Christmas well.  
 
The College would like to be able to make up Christmas 
hampers for families. The Society is also seeking to 
provide gift vouchers to families so that they can do their 
own Christmas shopping for presents.  Any donations of 
money will be used for this purpose. 
 
The list below gives some suggestions for suitable 
donations for Christmas hampers. These can be placed in 
the box either at the Front Office or at Student Reception. 
 
• Christmas Pudding  
• Long Life Custard 
• Bon Bons  
• Plain or Sweet Biscuits 
• Cordial or Soft Drink  
• Spreads 
• Pancake Mix  
• Jelly/Powdered Custard 
• Tinned Vegetables  
• Milo, Coffee, Tea, Sugar 
 
It is important to remember your hamper must contain 
non perishable food items. To ensure the hampers you 
are so generously donating are delivered to families this 
Christmas, please donate before 1st December.  
 
Thank you for your most generous support at this special 
time of year. 

Uniform Shop Dates  -  2008 
The final day of trading for the Uniform Shop for 2008 is 
Friday December 5th. 
 

Please ensure that second-hand uniforms and blazers are 
deposited at the Uniform shop by the closing date as the 
shop will not be able to accept second hand uniforms until 
March 2009. 
Opening times for 2009 will be given in a later newsletter. 
 

Mrs Bev Sainsbury  -  Uniform Shop Coordinator  

Second Hand Book Sale 
Saturday, 13th December, 2009 
9.00am to 11.00am—Chisholm Pavilion 
• First in, best dressed. 
• Those wishing to sell and those wishing 
 to buy or exchange information. 
• Prices are usually agreed at half of the 

new price depending on the condition of 
the book. 

• 2009 Booklists will be available on the 
day. 

The College does not set prices or charge commission.  

YEAR 2 PARENTS’ CHRISTMAS PARTY 
To be held at the home of Evan & Kathryn Salt. 77 Peel 
Street Jolimont on Saturday December 6th From 7.30 pm.  
The Cost is: $25.00 per person.  (substantial finger food will 
be provided)  -  BYO Drinks.   RSVP by placing your money 
in an envelope clearly marked “YEAR 2 CHRISTMAS 
FUNCTION”  and hand in at front reception by Monday 1st 
December (Cash Only please).  

The John XXIII Library  
The John XXIII Library will be stocktaking all  books over the 
next few weeks. If any parents have some time to spare, the 
library staff would appreciate your help. Please contact Mrs 
Anette Ainsworth or just come into the library.  
 

No previous experience is necessary - we will guide you 
through the simple process. 
 

Mrs Anette Ainsworth  -  Co-ordinator of Library  

Attention Current and Former St 
Thomas’ Parents 

 

END OF YEAR 
 
 
 

 
You are invited to join the St Thomas 

Primary School, Claremont Community as 
they celebrate the completion of  
‘The Block’ - 10 Melville Street! 

 
Friday 28th November at 7.30pm  

Bring a plate to share  
A bar will be available to purchase 

drinks.   
Come and toast the St Thomas’ 

School Community! 


