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Dear Parents, Students and Friends of John XXIII College 
 

The Olympic Games have begun in Beijing and 
John XXIII College is extremely proud of our 
Olympian Eamon Sullivan (World Record breaker 
in the recent 100 metres freestyle).  We are 
equally proud of Katrina Porter who will represent 
Australia at the Para Olympics in the very near 
future.  It is the remarkable character of these two 
fine athletes that we are so proud of, rather than 
their successes.  It is the qualities of 
perseverance, courage, fair competition, self belief 
and pride in representing their country that make 
Eamon and Katrina so special, and as a College 
Community we should be proud to proclaim from 
the rooftop that they are past students of 
JohnXXIII College. 
 
The Olympic Spirit was alive and well at the 
College last Friday as the Primary School 
participated in their own “Opening Ceremony”.  
After careful research of the flag, national anthem, 
history of the country and national dress, each 
class paraded into the stadium.  It was delightful 
that our exchange students were able to “march 
in” with the Japanese contingent, and I proudly 
marched with the New Zealand team!  We had a 
spirited torch relay by the staff and the flame was 
lit by Mr Burke.  The celebration finished with an 
inspirational rendition of “We are Australian”.  I 
would like to hand gold medals to Mrs Gardner, 
Mrs Payze, Mr Edwards, Miss Partridge, Miss 
Bishop, Mrs Hamer, Mrs Barrett and all who 
helped make this occasion very memorable. 
 
The Olympic Theme continues this Friday on John 
XXIII Day.  John XXIII was the Pope during the 
Rome Olympics in 1960.  He took a very personal 
interest in the Games, talked to the athletes and 
he had a special memorial medal made for the 
competitors.  On the medal is the stump of a tree, 
with fresh new shoots coming forth.  For Pope 
John XXIII, the stump with new shoots 
represented the young athletes coming out of the 
death and destruction of WWII.  Many of the 
athletes of the 1960 games would have been born 
during the wars years.  I thought it was a typically 
optimistic perspective from Pope John XXIII and 
one we will use at our whole school mass on 
Friday.  Enjoy the Games, 
 

Yours sincerely,  
 
 
 

Anne Fry 
Principal  

Alumni News  
Outstanding Achievements 
Congratulations to two past students Eamon 
Sullivan (Class of 2002) and Katrina Porter 
(Class of 2005) who are currently in Beijing 
representing Australia in the Olympics.  Both are 
swimmers  -  Eamon has just broken a world 
record and Katrina is yet to race.  Please keep 
them in your prayers as the whole world has 
their eyes on these wonderful ambassadors. 
 

Congratulations to an outstanding past St Louis 
student, Robert French (Class of 1964) who is 
the first Western Australian to be awarded the 
role of Chief Justice of the High Court, as 
announced by the Prime Minister Kevin Rudd. 
 

Well done to Luke Gabbedy (Class of 1993) who 
is currently performing as Figaro in the Barber of 
Seville for WA Opera, part of the City of Perth 
Winter Arts Festival. 
 

Congratulations also to Professor Celia 
Hammond (Class of 1985), appointed the 3rd 
Vice Chancellor for the University of Notre 
Dame. 
 
Mrs Anna Gingell  -  Alumni Development 
Officer 

Chaplain Calls 
Founders Day has always been a great moment 
for us as family, to come to together to celebrate 
and relive the dream and mission of John XXIII. 
 

On Founders Day we are called to step into the 
shoes of Pope John XXIII who gently invites 
each one of us to leave the well protected 
t e r r i t o r y  o f  o u r  p r a c t i c e s  a n d 
prejudices,  especially not “to think about our 
frustrations, but about our unfulfilled potential, to 
concern ourselves not with what we tried and 
failed in, but with what it is still possible for us  to 
do”.   
As we look into his eyes with our eyes may we 
all put our hearts next to his, and  remind 
ourselves, we are all God’s children called to go 
out beyond the boundaries of an elitist religion, 
confined to  a single race, and offer a universal 
hospitality which springs from faith in humanity. 
 
 

Fr Gaetan Pereira sj  -  College Chaplain 



Primary News 
Opening Ceremony 
The JTC Olympic Opening Ceremony held last Friday 
was a huge success.  It was a colourful and patriotic 
occasion, with great participation by all staff and students 
from Pre-primary to Year Seven. 
 

John XXIII Day 
This Friday is John XXIII Day, an important event on the 
College calendar.  The day will begin with a Mass in the 
College Gymnasium and then continue with stalls and 
tabloid sports in the afternoon.  We would like to remind 
you that although the children are allowed to wear free 
dress, it must be sensible.  Please also send your child 
along with an appropriate amount of money.  We 
recommend a gold coin for Pre-Primary and Year One 
and between $5 to $10 for Year Two to Year Seven. 
 
Upcoming Events: 
 

Tuesday, 19 August:   
Book Week Play in the Library (Years 4-7) 
 

Friday, 22 August:   
Pre-primary to Year Three Assembly at 9.00am in the 
Exhibition Centre. (PPK) 
Year Four to Year Seven Mass at 9.00am in the Chapel 
(6L) 
 
Ms Adriana Coniglio 4-7 and Mrs Liz Gardner KG-3  

Alumni News (contd) 
Reunions  
The Classes of 1998, 1988 and 1978 reunion committees 
are organised and well under way in making plans for a 
wonderful John XXIII reunion commencing with Mass, 
group photos and a few stories told by past teachers.  
This will be followed by dinner and lively discussions of 
past JTC days. 
 

The Class of 1968 St Louis 40 year reunion dinner will be 
held off site on 30th August 2008.  It is being organised by 
Michael O’Sullivan. 
 

Class of 1958 St Louis 50 year reunion will hold a special 
Mass and dinner at the College on Friday 31st October. 
This reunion is being organised by David Palandri and 
Bill Quin. 
 

John XXIII Web Site 
Please spread the word and invite others from your year 
to join the site www.johnxxiii.edu.au 
 

Classes of 2007 and 2008 will soon be invited to update 
their details on line. 
 

If you would like assistance logging on for the first time, 
please don’t hesitate to call this office (08) 9383 0520 or 
email gingell.anna@johnxxiii.edu.au 
 

Mrs Anna Gingell  -  Alumni Development Officer 

VACSWIM 2008/2009 
An information booklet has been distributed to all students in 
the primary school this week outlining details on the October 
and January 2009 Vacation Swimming classes. Secondary 
students can visit the PE office and receive the package if they 
are interested. 

INAUGURAL GALA MUSIC CONCERT 
 

Saturday 13 September commencing at 7.00pm at the 
Perth Concert Hall.  Bookings available through BOCS 
Now......... 
 
All Music groups and musicians in the College (both 
Primary and Secondary Bands and ensembles)  will be 
part of this concert. 
The Concert will include the 6 Year 12 Music students 
as soloists with Orchestra, as well as a massed choir 
and band item, massed sax, guitar, flute items, Concert 
Band, Orchestra and Chamber Choir as well as a Year 
3 Musical item. 
 

Mrs Toni Strong  -  Music Coordinator 

“Fuel Your Mind” 
 

John XXIII College will celebrate Book Week during the week of 
August 18-22. The winners of the Children’s Book Council of 
Australia award will be announced on Friday 15 August. Our 
library has copies of all the books that are shortlisted so it will be 
very interesting to see which books will achieve gold medal 
status. Will they match with our predictions? 
 
Primary and Secondary will participate in games of Bingo, 
Quizzes, Colouring Competitions, performances, visits to local 
libraries and a concert. Of course, a favourite is the parade in the 
Primary school on Friday 22 August. 
 
It will be a fantastic week with plenty of food as incentives to fuel 
your mind. 
 

Mrs Anette Ainsworth  -  Co-ordinator of Library 

Gospel Reflection 
Jesus always challenged unclean and clean barriers in his 
dispute with the Pharisees, the local authority. Jesus constantly 
moved and enacted boundary crossing into different cultures 
during his time. It is there that Jesus was confronted with  the 
Canaanite unnamed woman, who heard about the healing 
powers of the Jewish Messiah and forced a claim on him for a 
cure for her daughter who had a chronic illness . Due to her 
ethnicity and religion, the disciples of Jesus did not think she 
should ask for anything from Jesus. He seemed to agree with 
them. Friends, if it wasn’t for the woman’s courage and 
persistence , she would never have got what she wanted.  
Jesus appeared to agree with the contempt with which the Jews 
held the Gentiles unbelievers, referring to them as dogs. 
 

Again it is the woman’s quick wit and faith that turns the 
situation around. She domesticates the racial slur and argues 
that if she is to be considered a dog she is not a wild one, but of 
the house variety, where she should be able to enjoy the 
leftovers.  The power of her insight and rightness of her cause 
catches Jesus off guard, her daughter is healed and everyone is 
taught a lesson about how the kingdom of God breaks through 
in the most extraordinary ways. 
 

The unnamed woman goes through her ordeal not for herself 
but for her daughter. Her faith in Jesus is the vehicle by which 
someone else’s life is enriched. So too for us. As Christians, 
many of us regularly tell others, whom we know are  in need, 
that we will pray for them. Often these people, some who do not 
share our faith, are touched by this kindness.  
 

Fr Gaetan Pereira sj  -  College Chaplain 

NEWSLETTER ONLINE: 
To subscribe to the “online” College Newsletter please go to College Website: www.johnxxiii.edu.au, click on Newsletter 
and complete the online subscription form 



Health Information  
FUN WITH PHYSICAL ACTIVITY 
 
It’s important for kids to be physically active. Why? 
Regular physical activity can: 
• Promote healthy growth and development 
• Build strong bones and muscles 
• Improve balance and develop coordination skills 
• Maintain and develop flexibility 
• Help achieve and maintain a healthy weight 
• Improve fitness 
• Help relaxation 
• Improve posture 
• Provide opportunities to make friends 
• Improve self esteem 
• Improve concentration at school 
Tips for getting kids active every day 
• Outdoor play is often active play! Encourage kids to 

play outdoors, use their imagination and practise 
their skills. 

• Being active as a family is hard to do every day, but 
try to make time – perhaps on a weekly basis – to 
do something together.  

• Walking or cycling to school counts as activity- 
where it is possible, encourage kids to walk or cycle 
using safe routes to school. 

• Video games are popular with kids. If they are stuck 
indoors on rainy days, choose video games that are 
interactive and energetic – kids can get active by 
dancing, pretending to play tennis, running on the 
spot etc. 

• Organised activities can be great for many kids. 
Encourage kids to try different sports or other 
activities to find those they like.  

• Think fun and play! Being active doesn’t just mean 
being involved in organised sport; it can also 
include fun things like playing in the school 
playground or park with friends, helping with the 
gardening, playing or swimming in the pool or 
beach. 

 
Jenny Hill  -  College Nurse  

Parents Coffee Morning 
Friday 22nd August 
College Café (next to the IT Dept) from 8:45am 
 
Join parents from all year groups for a good quality 
coffee and a chat. If you sometimes go to Friday morning 
Mass, or if you’re at school doing the morning drop-off, 
don’t go straight home - this would be an ideal 
continuation to the morning! 
No RSVP necessary – just come along and join us for 
coffee. 

Careers Corner 

The Light on the Hill: 
Switched On Parenting Series 
The third seminar for 2008, entitled Cyber Bullying and 
Internet Safety will be presented by a member of the WA 
Police Cyber Predator Team; Mr Sam Oriti, Information & 
Communications Technology Consultant on Monday 1 
September 2008 in the James Nestor Hall at the 
Catholic Education Office.  
 
Free crèche facilities will be available for those who 
register by 25 August 2008. 
 
The invitation to attend the seminar is offered to extended 
family members, as grandparents, aunts and uncles all 
play a role in enriching each child’s life. 
 
Registrations can be made by calling Judicia de Souza or 
Jenny Mills at the Catholic Education Office   on 6380 
5202. 

Eureka Residential Program for Gifted Adolescents 
Years 8-10 
A three day/ three night residential program in the October 
school holidays is being offered by Thinking Ahead Pty Ltd for 
gifted adolescents.  Thinking Ahead have been offering holiday 
workshops for gifted Primary aged students in Perth for many 
years. This is the first adolescent program on offer. Accommo-
dation will be in the Old Convent in New Norcia, and the course 
is limited to 35 students who are fully supervised by experi-
enced school teachers. Each morning students will spend ap-
proximately 4 hours in the course of their choice. A number of 
other sessions will run during the afternoon along with time for 
recreation as the opportunity for social interaction with intellec-
tual peers is an important part of the program. Evening sessions 
will provide a chance to discuss a range of topics, have some 
fun with some spontaneous activities and music and a quiz 
night one evening. A day time tour of New Norcia will also be 
included in the program.   Sarah Hammond from John XXIII 
College will be presenting the Career Planning session at the 
conference.  Details of the program are available on the Think-
ing Ahead website at www.thinkingahead.com.au . 
 
Ms Sarah Hammond  -  Vet Coordinator 



Founder ’s Cocktail Party 2008 
Saturday 16th August 

 

Get your Tickets 
before they sell 

out............. 

Secondary News 

Smartrider Cards 
Students will be issued a Smartrider card in Years 8 and 11 free 
of charge. If the card is lost, one replacement card will be issued 
as long as the loss does not occur in the first term after being 
issued. All replacement cards will then cost $5.00 payable at the 
time of ordering. Smartrider cards need to be shown to have 
access to library computers before school and at lunchtime. 
 
Ms Anette Ainsworth  -  Library Coordinator  

Valete  -  Year 12 Parents 
and Students 
Thank you to the year 12 families who have sent in their 
RSVP forms and payment for Valete. If you have not 
already done so, please send your forms and payment in 
as soon as possible. Remember, you do need to 
purchase a ticket for your Year 12 son or daughter. e.g.  if 
the student plus 2 parents are attending, you must 
purchase 3 tickets.  Students’ baby photos have been a 
bit slow coming in so please get those in to either Student 
Reception or Mr Clews as a matter of urgency.  Work will 
begin on the visual display to be presented on Valete 
night as soon as all photos are submitted.  
 

Tracy McLaren 
2008 Valete Organising Committee Email : 
writer@midwest.com.au   Mobile : 0417 011 406 

Year 12 Students  
Attention: Any Year 12 Student who is taking 
Music, Languages, Drama Studies, Art and Physical 
Education Studies please note:  
 
Changes cannot be made to your enrolments for 
these subjects after Thursday 14th August.  
 
YOU WILL NEED TO SEE MR NOVACSEK 
URGENTLY IF YOU INTEND CHANGING TO A 
NON-EXAMINATION CANDIDATE FOR ANY OF 
THESE SUBJECTS AND/OR IF YOU INTEND TO 
“DROP” ANY OF THESE SUBJECTS. 
 
Mr Robert Novacsek  -  Deputy Principal, Studies 

Condolences 
Condolences to Hamish Doney (Year 
8) and the Doney family on the passing 
of their mother and grandmother.  Our 
prayers are offered up for the Doney 
family.  

NEWSLETTER ONLINE: 
 
To subscribe to the “online” College Newsletter 
please go to College Website: 
www.johnxxiii.edu.au, click on Newsletter and 
complete the online subscription form 

Student Guidelines 
For Supporting The 
Code of Behaviour 
It clearly states on Page 2 of the Student Diary that  chewing 
gum  has no place at the College. A large number of students 
are currently ignoring this rule. From the 18 August, 2008 
students found chewing gum or littering with gum will be issued 
with an after school Detention which will specifically focus on 
the removal of gum from around the College. The support of all 
in the College community is essential to ensure that our 
environment remains clean and free from the problems 
associated with chewing gum. 
 

Mrs Jenneth Stibi  -  Deputy Principal Secondary (Pastoral) 

ATHLETICS TRAINING  
ATHLETICS TRAINING – Training commenced on Tuesday, 
12th & Wednesday 13th at 3.30pm – 4-45pm and will 
continue until the ACC Athletics Carnival (25th September). 
I expect to see a good turn-out of students who have received 
notification of their selection in the preliminary ACC squad. 
Remember all students are welcome to training and selection 
for the ACC team will take into account training performance. 
 

IGSSA Head of River 
The Independent Girl Schools Sporting Association is hosting 
its annual Head of the River at “Canning Bridge” this Saturday 
16th August.  Number 5 Rowers and Coxswains will be 
representing the College from years 9-12 including 9 ex 
students in the traditional Old Scholars race starting at 
8.30am.  It would be fantastic to see a massive John XXIII 
support crowd on Saturday. 
 
Mr Cameron Haines  -  Health and Physical Education  


