
Welcome to the beginning of Semester Two!  
I have thought a lot this first week about 
whether half the year is over or half the year 
is still to come!  A little like the cup is half full 
or half empty dilemma.  I have concluded that 
the best perspective to take is one of 
optimism about what still is ahead of me in 
2007!  Looking at the School Calendar 
certainly gives a glimpse of the busy schedule 
ahead for all staff and students.  In particular 
for our Year Twelve’s, hopefully this will be a 
very busy and productive Semester. 
 

We welcome new staff and students who 
have joined the College in Semester Two:   
Mrs Catherine Turner – teaching English, 
Media and RE; Mrs Jennifer Larsson 
(replacing Mr Maguire on Long Service 
Leave); Miss Gemma Gribbon (replacing Mrs 
Tiller on Long Service Leave) and Mrs Susan 
Basan who will be teaching Mathematics.   
Welcome too, to new students who 
commenced in Term Three:  
Grade 6: Samuel Kennare, Year 8 2007: 
Caitlin McCarthy, Wesley Desjardins, 
Caroline Mackay and Louise Foley.  Year 9 
2007:  Lucy Pallett-Jones and Rebecca 
Mace.  Year 10, 2007:  Jewel Desjardins, 
Clare Forbes, Katherine Hubble and Laura 
Marushak.  Year 11 2007:  Adam Pietrzak 
and Alice Algarra. 
 

My hope is that very soon all new members of 
the community will be feeling settled and 
happy. 

 
The new Semester commenced for staff on 
Sunday the 22nd July,  with a staff conference 
“The Canopy of Stars”.  The three day 
conference was facilitated by Fr Chris 
Gleeson sj, and covered many challenging 
aspects of spirituality and sociology. 
 

It was one of the few occasions during the 
year that the whole staff get a chance to meet 
each other, speak to one another about ‘big’ 
issues and enjoy participating together in 
professional and recreational pursuits.   
 

Each year the staff conference is the centre 
piece of a very comprehensive professional 
development program available to staff.  A 
diverse range of courses, seminars, tertiary 
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study, conferences, and retreats is offered 
each year.  Some of the courses are 
facilitated by our own staff “on campus” and 
many others are sourced from Catholic, 
Government and private providers.  The 
College Council invests significantly in the 
program (The 2006 Budget was 
approximately $186,000) as a very real 
commitment to maintaining the excellence of 
the staff at John XXIII College. 

During the Semester break, the Chamber 
Choir and several instrumentalists travelled 
to Wales to participate in the Llangollen 
Eisteddfod.  The students represented our 
College with distinction both on and off the 
stage.  Their performance schedule had 
them performing in Wales, Oxford, Bath and 
London.  An enormous thank you to Mrs 
Toni Strong, Mr George Tsakisiris, Mrs Liz 
Jennings and Mr David Dockery for 
accompanying the students.  Expending any 
remaining energy they had left, this same 
group of staff, during the first weekend of the 
term, headed up to New Norcia for the 
annual music camp.  One and hundred and 
forty students and the Music, Drama and 
Instrumental tutors spent the weekend in the 
beautiful surrounds of New Norcia.  The 
students provided wonderful liturgical music 
for the Sunday Mass as well as entertaining 
their parents at a Sunday afternoon concert.  
We wish all drama/music staff and students 
well as they begin their performances in the 
Catholic Performing Arts Festival.  Last 
Friday, Mrs Susanne Pass represented the 
College in Geraldton at the opening of the 
Performing Arts Festival.  
 

Yours sincerely 

 
(Mrs) Anne Fry 
Principal 

Dear Parents, Students and Friends of John XXIII College, 

Urgent Late Notice 
We have been notified that the cross 

walk on Moroo Drive will be unattended 
until further notice.  Vigilant and careful 
use for drivers and pedestrians is re-

quired. 



Forthcoming Primary Events 
Primary 
Testing in the Primary 
This week saw the Year Seven children take part in 
The Bishops’ Religious Literacy Assessment Trial.  
This aims to enhance, support, monitor and 
diagnose student learning in Religious Education.  
This assessment will assist schools to evaluate the 
effectiveness of the present teaching and learning 
program and provide feedback about learning in 
Religious Education to students and parents. 
 
The Year Seven assessment is: 
 A curriculum based large scale summative 

assessment which offers students the opportunity 
to demonstrate their abilities to communicate and 
apply their knowledge and skills in Religious 
Education. 
 
 Reflective and supportive of the Bishops’ 

Mandate Letter, the progressive nature of the K-12 
Religious Education Units of Work and the 
Religious Education Progress Maps.  The 
assessment is not intended to assess students’ 
faith responses. 
 
Next week, the children from Years 3, 5 and 7 will 
be involved in the Western Australian Literacy and 
Numeracy Assessment (WALNA) for 2007.  These 
tests will be administered during the Literacy 
Dedicated Times (Year 3:  9.00-10.50am and Years 
5 and 7:  11.10-12.50am) and we would ask that no 
child in Year 3, 5 and 7 is removed from class at 
this time. 

National Healthy Bones week August 5-11 
Osteoporosis is a condition in which the bones become fragile and brittle, leading to a 
higher risk of fractures (breaks or cracks) than in normal bone. It occurs when bones 
lose minerals, such as calcium, more quickly than the body can replace them, leading 
to a loss of bone thickness (bone mass or density). By age 30, peak bone mass 
(maximum bone density) is reached and most of this is achieved by puberty when 
there is the greatest rate of bone growth. 
 

The higher your peak bone mass, the more likely it is that you will maintain better bone 
health. This is why calcium is so important for children and teenagers. In adults, dietary 
calcium is vital in order to maintain bone strength. Also, as we age calcium is absorbed 
less effectively so that intake needs to be increased. To prevent weak, brittle bones, 
Osteoporosis Australia recommends you: 
• Get enough calcium – Reduced-fat dairy foods are the richest and most reliable 

sources of calcium – aim for 3 servings per day. Smaller amounts of calcium are 
found in nuts, breads, cereals, fruits and vegetables. 

• Get enough exercise – this is fantastic for building and maintaining healthy 
bones. 

• Get enough Vitamin D – The sun aids our production of Vitamin D, with most 
people getting enough Vitamin D by going about their daily outdoor activities. 
Make sure you follow the Sun-smart guidelines, such as wearing sunscreen, 
protective clothing and a hat, when you go out in the sun. 

• Limit alcohol and caffeine intake 
 

Ms Jenny Hill  -  Nurse  

Monday, 6 August: 
• WALNA Testing 
Tuesday, 7 August: 
• WALNA Testing 
• Cross-country Training at 7.30am 
Wednesday, 8 August: 
• WALNA Testing 
Thursday, 9 August: 
• WALNA Catch-Up 
• Cross-country Training at 7.30am 
Friday, 10 August: 
• John XXIII Day (More details to follow.) 
Monday, 13 August: 
• Year 3 Musical – Dress Rehearsal at 10.00am 
Tuesday, 14 August: 
• Year 3 Musical – Matinee Performance at 

10.00am in the Roncalli Hall. 
• Year 3 Musical – Evening Performance at 

7.00pm in the Roncalli Hall. 
• Cross-country Training at 7.30am 
Wednesday, 15 August: 
• PrePrimary to Year Seven Mass in the 

Thomas More Exhibition Centre at 10.00am – 
Feast of the Assumption.  (7C) 

Thursday, 16 August: 
• Storyteller in the Library 
• Years 4-7 Inter-house Cross Country Carnival 

– 1.00-3.00pm. 
Friday, 17 August: 
• PrePrimary to Year Seven Assembly in the 

Roncalli Hall. 

Health Centre News The Feast of St 
Ignatius  -  31st July 

 
Take, O Lord, and 

receive my entire liberty, 
My memory, my 

understanding and my 
whole will. 

 
All that I am and all that I 
possess You have given 

me: 
I surrender it all to You 

to be disposed of 
according to Your will. 

 
Give me only Your love 

and Your grace; 
With these I will be rich 
enough, and will desire 

nothing more. 



Secondary 
There are many career presentations occurring during Term 
3 at all Perth’s tertiary institutions. Each institution holds an 
Open Day (Sundays) where all faculty buildings are open 
and staff and students are on hand to answer questions. It 
is very appropriate for families to visit these with students 
from Year 10 onwards, and younger siblings usually enjoy 
all the free promotional goodies available. 
• Central TAFE Open Day 4th August 10am-3pm http://

central.tafe.wa.edu.au/ 
• University of Notre Dame Open Day 26th August http://

www.nd.edu.au/ 
• Edith Cowan University  Year 12 Pizza Nights Joondalup 14th 

August, Mt Lawley 22nd August, register at http://
ecugreatcareers.com/pizzanight.htm ; 

• Teacher Training/Education Information night  15th August 
6.30pm Mt Lawley campus Building 15, Room 127. See 
www.education.ecu.edu.au for more information 

• Nursing, Midwifery and Graduate Medicine Information Night 
6.30pm Friday 10th August Building 19 Churchlands campus. 
Phone 9273 8534 to book.   www.snmpm.ecu.edu.au 

• Open Day Mt Lawley campus 12th  August http://
ecugreatcareers.com/ 

• Curtin University Open Day 26th August  http://
prospective.curtin.edu.au/ 

• Murdoch University Open Day 12th August http://
www.murdoch.edu.au/Future-students/ 

• University of Western Australia 19th August http://
admissions.uwa.edu.au/undergrad 

 
School Guest Speakers Term 3 
During this term, Year 12 students will be able to attend 
presentations from TAFE Admissions, Melbourne 
University, Australian Defence Force. 
 
Year 12 Post School Pathways and Exit plans 
• 2008 TISC Guides and 2008 TAFE Full Time Studies 

Guides will be distributed (as soon as they arrive) to 
students during August. 

• Year 12 students will be able to complete a TISC 
application for public University online during class time 
(TBA – after 13th August and before 28th September). 
Alterations to preferences can then be made until 4.30pm 
Friday 4th January at no cost. 

• University of Notre Dame admissions booklets are 
available in the library and careers office and must be 
sent direct to that University before 28th September. UND 
Applications are now open. 

• TAFE applications are completed online and may need 
Career Counsellor assistance. 

• At this stage, students should be completing an EXIT plan 
for themselves– with a Plan A, B and C! Any student 
requiring assistance with this is encouraged to see the 
Careers Counsellor. 

 

Apprenticeship and Traineeship Opportunities 
Apprenticeships Australia is WA’s largest employer of 
apprentices and trainees across a range of occupational 
areas. They employ more than 1100 apprentices and 
trainees with more than 200 host employers across the 
state. Applications are currently being accepted for some 
really exciting positions starting in 2008. See http://
www.cciwa.com/appswa/ for information and to submit an 
application. 

Forthcoming Careers Events Academic News 
Year 12 Students 
You can access the 2007 TEE Timetable at the following 
address.  http://www.curriculum.wa.edu.au/pages/student/
timetables.html 
 

Parents of Year 10 Students 
Mapping Your Future, a booklet produced by the Catholic 
Education Office, was distributed to the Year 10 Students 
at the end of Term Three.  Mention was made of this 
useful booklet during the Year 10 Information Evening held 
last month. It is an invaluable guide for Year 11 subject 
selection. The College advises that all students and 
parents read through the booklet and that it is kept for the 
duration of the students’ time at John XXIII College. 
 

Parents of Year 9 Students 
The Year 9 Students will be sitting for the MSE9 and 
Religious Literacy Assessment during weeks three and 
four of this Semester. A detailed timetable of these 
important assessments will be published in the next 
newsletter. Information regarding the MSE9 is outlined in 
an information brochure, which can be accessed from the 
College Website or as a hard copy from the College 
Administration.  
 

Mr Robert Novacsek - Deputy Principal - Studies 

ACC Athletics Training Squad 
Students who are selected into the College Athletics Team 
will be sent a letter regarding training times and important 
dates by the end of next week. 
 

Congratulations to Eoghan Curtin who won the U16 State 
Short Course (2K) Championship. 
 

Rugby 
Interschool Rugby commenced this week. All Year 8 and 
Year 10 players should have received fixtures and re-
turned their medical forms. The Year 8 team is managed 
by Mr Jim Fitzpatrick and the Year 10 team Mr Sean 
McLean. More players are required for both teams. Stu-
dents are reminded that if they cannot attend training or 
matches they must have a note signed by a parent ex-
plaining their absence.  
 

Congratulations to the following boys who were selected 
for the State Regional Rugby Competition: Eoghan Curtin 
& James Danckert (Year 9) and Eoghan McCallion & Ben 
Rowdon (Year 10)  
 

Ms Lyn Plant  -  Sport Coordinator 

Sports News 

Staff Farewells 
This week we will farewell Mr Aaron Bonser who is leaving 
the College to work in the mining boom.  Aaron is the 
extremely talented web designer who has worked so hard 
to develop our College Website.  He leaves behind a 
wonderful record of creativity and technical expertise. 
 

We have also this week said goodbye to Mrs Pam Davey 
who has resigned from the Mathematics Department.  Mrs 
Davey returned to the College for the first semester of the 
year, having worked here many years ago.  We thank Mr 
Bonser and Mrs Davey for their contribution to the College. 



Rowing Regatta—30th June 
The John XXIII College Regatta was held on Saturday, 
30th June in good conditions on the Canning Bridge Rowing 
Course. The day begun with the blessing of the Rowing Club’s 
new Eight, 'The Clune'.  Mr and Mrs Clune and Father Gaetan 
Pereira  were there to assist with the brief ceremony.  It was a 
wonderful way to bring the club together on this special day. 
 

Some of the highlights of the day included the Year 9 freshman 
quad B, which was placed second. Grace Martini and Madi 
Thomas were placed second in the Year 10 single sculls. 
Imogen Kenny, Year 9, received a second placing in a tough 
race and the Year 9 quad C were also placed second, to the 
delight of many parents and students. In their heat, the Year 10 
quad were placed second; a great improvement from last year. 
 

Overall, the John XXIII College Regatta fun with cooperation 
from everyone. Thanks to all the parents who worked hard 
making food, serving drinks and cooking at the BBQ.  Thank 
you also to Mrs. Fry who attended together with coaches. 
 

Roxanne Connaughton—Vice Captain of Boats 

Congratulations 

 

JOHN XXIII COLLEGE 30 YEAR ANNIVERSARY DINNER DANCE 
$95.00, 7.30PM, SATURDAY, 11TH AUGUST 

Tickets available through the Main Administration N O W . . . 

• Kate Langton (Year 7) who qualified for the National 
Championships in Sports Acro to be held in Sydney in 
October. 

• Adelaide Garland (Year 7) and Kate Langton (Year 7) 
who were selected for the Perth Bullets (Under 12 
Cadets) Netball development squad who will train, then 
compete in an inter-regional carnival in September 

We have now entered the second half of the season. This 
means it is very important that all our players attend every 
training session to give their team the best chance of making 
the finals. Remember, this is a team game and a commitment 
was made at the beginning of the season to be part of a team. 
 

Thank you very much to all the girls who helped out last 
Saturday by playing extra games and umpiring.  Thanks to 
Fenix Bryant, Nikki Salomons, Emma Caldwell, Maddy Thomas, 
Emma Priestly Swinscoe, Arabella Harding, Tilly Connor, 
Maddy Pawle, Isabelle Connor, Hollie Male, Molly Myers and 
Junior School players, Chloe Jones, Rebecca Lynch, Cambelle 
Pawle, Adelaide Garland and Rose Kenny for their terrific effort. 
 

• JTC Tiger Eye played a wonderful style of netball to defeat 
Woodlands by 6 goals. 

• JTC Silver managed a draw against another Woodlands team. This 
was a good result as they were 8 goals down with 6 minutes to play. 

• JTC Pearl continued their winning form with another convincing 
victory defeating MLC 43- 18. 

• JTC Sapphire enjoyed an easy win over Westcoasters winning by 24 
goals. They remain undefeated for the season. 

 

TRAINING TIMES: TUESDAY 3:45 - 5PM FOR YEARS 10 -12 
   WEDNESDAY 3:45 - 5PM YEARS 8 AND 9. 
 

PLEASE WEAR TRAINING GEAR AND NOT YOUR 
COLLEGE UNIFORM!! 
 

Mrs Stephanie Alderman—Netball Coordinator 

Congratulations to the following students for their 
outstanding performances in recent competitions. 
 

State Mathematics Talent Quest 
Year 10 
Second   Eoghan McCallion 
Highly Commended Pia Jelinke, Anna Davies 
 

Informatics Competition 
Year 9 Distinction Kenny Oo 
  Credit  Rhian Munks, Megan Lane 
Year 10 Credit  Kelvin Oo 
Year 11 Distinction Rachael Stokes 
  Credit  Andre Janca Christopher Wright 
Year 12 Distinction Thomas McCleery 
 

International Competitions and Assessments for 
Schools 
Year 8 Distinction  Savannah Ebeling 
  Credit  Matt Connell 
Year 9 Distinction Louis Connell, Eoghan Curtin, 
    Rhian Munks 
  Credit  Simone Bache, Jacob Joseph, 
    Eva Kierath, Nicholas Martini, 
    Monty Purich 
Year 10 Credit  Andrew Campbell, 
    Eoghan McCallion 
Year 11 High Distinction 
    Rachael Stokes 
  Credit  Jarrad Bache, Calista Ho, 
    Anthony Joseph, 
    Christopher Wright 
Year 12 Distinction Thomas McCleery 

 
Ms Joan Burfitt—Mathematics Coordinator 

Secondary Netball Mathematics News 

A kind reminder that the John XXIII College Parents’ 
Association Meeting will take place on Monday, 6th Au-
gust at 7.00pm in the Thomas More Exhibition Centre. 

Parents’ Association Meeting 


