
BOOKINGS & PAYMENT

Bookings must be made through Wendy Rowe 
at Wombat Education or the website

Email:  mail@wombateducation.com  
Telephone:  (02) 6227 4191 0429 078 714  
Website: www.wombateducation.com

Wombat Education 
PO Box 100, 
Binalong NSW 2584, Australia

Payment instructions are on the invoice which will 
be sent once the booking is made. 

ABN 31 699 068 585  
(we are not registered for GST) 

Registration is at 9.30am for 10am start finishing 
at 2.30pm.  

Student places at God Matters cost $25 with a free 
teacher place for every 12 students.  Lunch and 
refreshments included for teachers but students 
should bring packed food and a water-bottle. 

Each student whose place is confirmed by 4 April 
2014 will receive a copy of God Matters by Dr Peter 
and Charlotte Vardy, worth at least $18.95, 
absolutely FREE.

Video interviews on arguments for the existence 
of God with Professor Brian Leftow and Dr Gerard 
Hughes sj will be given to all schools who send 
students to the conference.

Wombat Education has been organising popular 
events for students across Australasia since 2004.

Dr. Peter Vardy is renowned for combining 
academic rigour with pace and energy; our events 
offer fantastic value, being supported by quality 
resources, including a FREE book for each student, 
(if places confirmed by 4th April) lecture notes and 
a DVD of video and teaching resources for schools.

Sessions relate to and build upon chapters in 
“God Matters!” by Peter and Charlotte Vardy 
(SCM Press 2013). Participating schools will also 
be able to order class-sets of these books on the 
day at a 50% discount.

TESTIMONIALS

“I had a fantastic day and so did the students... 
It has helped them so much and has given me 
further inspiration. For a brief moment I felt as 
though I was at uni again...”

CG, Teacher, Surrey

It was our absolute pleasure to host Peter Vardy 
in Hobart. Our students have gained many new 
insights as a result of the  lectures that Peter 
delivered. We have had many discussions since 
and are now incorporating an ethical dilemma 
into each class.

Guilford Young College Hobart

“As usual it was an absolute pleasure and the girls 
loved it.”

St. Michael’s Collegiate Hobart

“Can you pass onto Peter the terrific feedback from 
students and parents.  I was really surprised that 
ALL of our year 10’s were so focused. I have had 
emails from parents saying their kids went home 
and spoke to them about it and ethics in general.” 

Oxley College Bowral NSW

2014 
Wombat Education

in association with Candle Education Ltd. 
presents…

GOD matters! 
with Dr Peter Vardy

Sydney 12 May St. Ignatius College
Brisbane 13 May Marist College Ashgrove
Launceston 16 May Launceston Church GS
Hobart 19 May Guilford Young College
Melbourne 20 May Trinity GS
Adelaide 21 May Walford AS for Girls
Perth 23 May St. Hilda’s AS for Girls
To receive the free book, student places 
must be confirmed by 4 April.



God Matters! is an intensive conference 
for senior students, carefully designed to 
get them asking the big questions about 
the nature of knowledge itself. It does not 
assume prior knowledge and absolutely does 
not seek to convert or advocate any religious 
position, but provides young people with the 
opportunity to find out about faith and the 
reasons people might have for having it.

The conference is not just for those taking 
Studies of Religion (though it is “a must” 
for them) it is a fantastic opportunity for all 
students to develop their thinking skills and 
be inspired by a life of the mind. The event 
will also be of interest to academically 
gifted students from Year 10 upwards. 

SESSIONS INCLudE

Faith and Reason: This introductory session 
will consider the relationship between faith 
and reason, explaining five different ways of 
defining faith and their significance for the role 
of argument in establishing God’s existence and 
the relationship between Science and Religion.

Arguing for God: This session explores attempts 
to prove God’s existence through argument. 
It considers the nature of argument and 
different types of argument, their strengths and 
weaknesses, before introducing a range of popular 
arguments for God and major criticisms of them.

The design Argument: 
This session will 
encourage students 
to look in more 
depth at the oldest 
and probably the 
most persuasive 
argument for God’s 
existence, exploring 
William Paley’s 

classic watchmaker analogy before moving on to 
explore the origins and nature of contemporary 
“intelligent design” arguments, asking whether 
attempts to discredit the theory of evolution are 
really helpful or necessary.

A debate on the motion: “this house believes that 
faith is anti-intellectual!” will take place before 
the lunch-break, giving students the opportunity 
to contribute their ideas and vote.

God and the New Physics: Could God really have 
started the Big Bang - or is that a classic example 
of “God of the Gaps” reasoning? Do “Fine Tuning” 
arguments stack up – or have they finally been 
discredited? Does Quantum Physics offer an 
opportunity to Philosophers of Religion or present 
an insuperable challenge to Theism? This session 
will provide an indispensable guide to what can 
be a baffling area.

The Problem of Evil and Suffering: To what 
extent is it possible to argue from an apparently 
imperfect world to a perfect God? This session 
will consider the nature of “the God of the 
Philosophers” and ask whether there is any way 
of explaining the existence of evil and suffering 
without affecting the credibility of faith.

Students will be invited to participate in a live 
discussion on this topic, giving them the chance 
to ask questions and give of their ideas, to finish 
the day.

Dr Peter Vardy was 
the vice-principal of 
Heythrop College of the 
University of London 
from 1999-2011 and 
is an internationally 
recognised lecturer 
with a particular 
interest in working 
with schools to 
encourage a broader 

vision for education, to enthuse young people with a 
lifelong passion for learning and for considering the 
“big questions” in life. 

A lively and engaging speaker with the rare ability 
to keep a mixed audience’s attention for hours, 
Peter has been the main speaker at the largest A 
Level conferences for students of Philosophy, Ethics 
and Theory of Knowledge for the IB Diploma in the 
UK and similar events around the world for the past 
thirteen years. 10,000 people attended his series 
of sell-out UK conferences last year. Teachers bring 
their students back year after year for a reason! 

Peter has also written some 15 books, many 
translated into multiple languages and used by 
schools all over Europe. The most recent are “God 
Matters” (SCM 2013)“Ethics Matters” (SCM 2012) 
and “Good and Bad Religion” (SCM 2010).

 Wendy Rowe (trading 
as Wombat Education) 
has been organising 
training conferences 
across Australia, 
NZ, Hong Kong and 
Singapore for several 
years.  Wombat 
Education aims to help 
schools and teachers 
improve the standard 
of their offering in 

Religious and Values Education and Philosophy.

dr Peter Vardy

Wendy Rowe


