
On 7th April, Ashleigh Smith and I went to Holy 
Rosary Primary School to represent John XXIII 
College at their Science Day of Excellence’. We are 
both in Year 6 and we both love science.   
 

I arrived at the office at 8:25am which is far too early 
for me; I usually wake up at 8:50am and then have to 
sprint to school.  Ashleigh was already there, she 
turned up ten minutes earlier. Mr Moylan said he 
would pick us up at 8:30am, and after a few minutes 
of waiting he showed up.  I requested a limo but he 
said he had got the next best thing - a 4WD. It didn't 
take too long to get there. We passed Newman 
College and Churchlands School. 
 
When we arrived at Holy Rosary Catholic School, we 
looked around and found the Science Room.  It was 
like a normal classroom but with science tools and 

gadgets all around. There were some 
students who were there before us, 
some from Newman and some from 
Holy Rosary. We met the teacher called 

Mrs Skinner and she asked if we wanted to have a 
look around.  Mr Moylan said ‘goodbye’ and told us 
that Miss De Pinto will pick us up later in the day.  
 
I checked out the minerals - iron pyrite, lead and 
quartz.  Mrs Skinner said that she would be moving 
us into groups of three and she didn't want anyone 
from the same school to be together.  She put some 
words up on the board and said we had to find other 
people who had another letter that makes a word on 
the board. My letter was D and there was a word on 
the board that said DEN so I looked for people who 
had an E or a N. Once I found them we plopped 
ourselves at a desk. The people in my group were 
Callum from Loreto and James from Holy Rosary. We 
waited for the other people to find their groups and 
when everyone had settled down Mrs Skinner 
handed out a sheet of paper with some scribbles on 
it. She told us we had to turn the scribbles into a 
picture in 10 minutes. The scribbles on mine looked 
like a moustache so I turned it into a face. After 10 
minutes we shared our drawings, and it seemed that 
almost everyone else had drawn a truck.  
 

Mrs Skinner told us to read what was on the cover of 
our booklet.  It stated 'Teachers are always having to 
clean up the tables because their students are 
always spilling liquids all over the table. Your job is to 
investigate and find out which paper towel brand 
soaks up the most liquid. Good luck!’  We all had 
some good ideas on how we should do it, and in the 
end it was James' idea that we used. We got our gear 

out which included the paper towels, a 250ml 
measuring cup, a plate and a sieve. Before we got 
started we had to write an assumption on which 
paper towel would be the best. My group thought 
that ‘Handee Double Length’ would come out top 
however; we were wrong. We poured 250ml of 
water into the measuring cup, and we put our first 
paper towel on top of the sieve and the plate 
underneath. We then poured the water over the 
paper towel and most of the water passed through 
the sieve and onto the plate. We poured the water 
from the plate back into the measuring cup. We 
measured the difference and wrote it down. After a 
few more tries with different papers towels, we 
noted the results into our booklet. Then it was time 
for recess.  
 

I ate mine quickly, all that science stuff made me 
hungry. When we went back inside we got straight 
back into it and before we knew it we had finished 
testing all of the paper towels. We told Mrs Skinner 
we had to do it two more times and then work out 
the average. So we kept on going, and there were 
some dramatic changes in how much water the 
paper towels soaked up. Time flew by and before we 
knew it we had finished our second testing and it 
was time for lunch.  When we had finished our third 
test we started on working out the average. We 
finished just before Mrs Skinner told us it was time 
to share our results. I looked down at my sheet and 
the highest average was ‘Quilton’ which could soak 
up an average of 20ml of water.  The least effective 
was ‘Handee Double Length’ that only could soak up 
an average of 14ml. Everyone else in the other 
groups agreed that ‘Quilton’ was the best.  
 

When it was time to go Mrs 
Skinner took us out to the gate 
so we could wait for Miss De 
Pinto to pick us up. Most of the 

other children left quite quickly however;  Miss De 
Pinto was talking with the Principal of Holy Rosary. 
Miss De Pinto took us to her car and before we knew 
it we were back at John XXIII College. When we 
arrived back, we walked back to class and everyone 
was waiting outside their classroom so I guessed that 
it was the end of lunch. It took everyone a few 
seconds to notice me and then I was bombarded 
with questions like 'where were you' and 'what were 
you doing, I felt like rock star in some strange way!   I 
had decided to keep this a secret although some 
people had overheard me talking to the teachers 
about it. Then it was just like a normal afternoon at 
Year 6B. 
 

Joel Smith 
(Year 6B) 


