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The WACE Visual Arts courses of study this year have attracted an 

enthusiastic group of talented year 12 students who continue to 

amaze us with the high standard of artwork they produce. Our 

graduating year 12’s have worked extremely hard and must be 

congratulated for their outstanding results, made possible only by 

their dedication and underlying passion for the Arts. We wish 

them all the best for the future, and may they continue to be  

enriched and inspired by the wonderful world of Art. 

Louise Hoy 
Stage 3 Visual Arts 

Jane Roche 
Stage 1 Visual Arts 



MADELYN 

BALINSKI 
I have thoroughly enjoyed the Stage 3 Visual Art course this year. I 

have learnt so much and have grown as an artist, having discovered 
new techniques, ideas and materials and also learning about the history 

of art in an interesting way. 

 

During this course I have been able to experiment with different types 
of media and find one that best suited me. The materials I enjoyed 

using the most would probably be oil paints, because of the amount of 

depth you can create, making the painting look highly realistic. My style 

of painting could be classified as quite realistic, although I feel that 
through creating more pieces I will be able to explore my style in more 

depth so it can grow to be unique. 

 

I have been influenced in my work by highly detailed and realistic artists 
who are able to convey deep emotions and evoke thought such as  

Jason Benjamin. I am also influenced by more classical artists and their 

techniques such as Rembrandt Van Rijn. The Visual Arts course is  

enriching and fun, and for me a time during the day to find sanctuary 
and peace, doing what I love. Being in such a small class made the 

course a more unique experience, as did the terrific guidance we were 

given by our teacher, Miss Hoy. 

I Said a Prayer For You Today 
Oil on canvas 



LUCA 

BRIGNOLI 
During the Stage 3 Visual Arts course, I have vastly increased my knowledge 
of both art history and art itself, and increased my skill in creating personal 
and original works. The art room became a comfortable, nurturing  

environment in which I could freely express and add to my ideas and  
knowledge. 
 
Influences for my work were plentiful due to the structure of the course, 

which enabled me to investigate and discover new artists as well as learning 
new techniques or building on old ones. Expressionist painter and draftsman 
Egon Schiele was one artist I found to be particularly influential in his  
drawing style, and I immensely enjoyed learning more about the street artist 

Banksy, whom I have revered for quite some time due to the quick wit that is 
expressed so well in his art. 
 
I have yet to discover my own style, but I prefer to create pieces that have a 

strong message or thematic link, as well as being visually striking. I enjoy 
using drawing materials and minimal paints to create works, as I find  
traditional canvas painting both difficult and often thematically unchallenging. 
The Visual Arts course is an excellent creative outlet, while also containing a 
strong and interesting learning experience, two aspects that are rarely so 

well balanced in other courses.  

Just Keep Smiling 
Black biro and  

watercolour on card 



MIKAYLA 

CALLANAN 
My experience throughout the Stage 3 Visual Arts course has been fun 

and exciting though also challenging in finding the comfort to express 
myself through art. Art has always been the subject I look forward to the 

most, in learning new and different ways of painting and the history and 

masters of paintings throughout time. With the theory aspect of the 

course accompanying the practical work, my techniques, styles and 
knowledge of painting has grown and I hope to develop it even further.  

 

In the study of history, my inspiration was drawn from such artists as 

Edgar Degas and Antoine De Villiers who both focused their composi-
tions on the movement of the body captured in time. I'm still discovering 

my own style and finding courage in expressing what I want to present, 

finding the most ease and comfort in canvas paintings and pencil draw-

ings where I can copy what my eyes see. Painting on canvas is what I 
enjoy most but I still hope to broaden my techniques and mediums.  

 

This art course is such a unique experience because it challenges and 

pushes your skills further than you thought they could go. The art room 
always has a friendly and welcoming atmosphere and the teachers are 

always happy to help you build your skills and understandings of art. 

Through Holly’s Eyes 
Oil on canvas 



FRANCES 

DANCKERT 
The Stage 3 Visual Arts course has been a rewarding and unique experi-

ence. Picking up art in year 12 has been one of the best decisions that I 
have made. Initially, the thought of joining the course without the  

experience from year 11 was daunting. However, the course content 

was so enjoyable, that I cannot imagine myself without art in my life. 

 
The major influences on my work are prevalent social and personal  

issues, and especially the works of contemporary artist Del Kathryn 

Barton, who's attention to detail has always been inspiring. 

 
The Visual Arts course has become an outlet for personal discovery; 

particularly my passion for oil painting and trying to tackle important 

issues in modern society and human nature. My appreciation, knowledge 

and love for art has grown immensely throughout the year, and I feel 
very fortunate to have been gifted with such a diverse creative  

experience. 

Everything Fades to 
White 

Oil on canvas 



ELLA 

DRAGE 
I have always enjoyed Visual Arts and the course this year has been 
particularly exciting because of the freedom we have to paint what is 
meaningful to us personally, to develop our drawing skills and our  
knowledge of great artists and art movements. The course has allowed 
me to develop new skills and has increased my confidence as I have 
achieved beyond what I thought possible.  
 
My own work is influenced by the artists that I admire, such as the  
emotionally charged works of Cherry Hood, and Gustav Klimt's vibrant,  
elegant, decorative pieces. I am still searching for my own particular 
style, but I love to produce artworks that incorporate realism and  
Surrealism with natural forms. I enjoy experimenting with all kinds of 
media, and particularly like to work with soft, smudgy charcoal and 
smooth oil paints.  
 
The Visual Arts course is unique because it offers students the chance 
for personal development. It provides a contrast to more structured 
classroom learning and allows creativity to flourish.  

The Sky is the Limit 
Oil and gold leaf on canvas 



COOPER 

ERRICHETTI 
The Stage 3 Visual Arts course was a fun and informative  
experience that gave me the chance to experiment with techniques 
and media I might not have used otherwise. The theory side is  
interesting and informative, and the analysis side gets you to look 
at art works in a new way. Throughout the course I have become 
more used to materials and techniques that I hadn’t tried before, 
and improved in the areas that I was familiar with.  
 
Many artists have influenced my work, but this semester I have 
focused on Ralph McQuarrie and Goro Fujita, who each have unique 
technology-themed styles. My favourite style to work in is detailed, 
graphic pen drawings. My favourite materials used during the 
course would be screen prints as well as pen, because they allow 
for quite a unique style of image. Not many other subjects allow a 
lot of creative output, which is what makes the art course quite a 
unique experience.  

Itch 
Pen and ink on card 



ADELAIDE 

GARLAND 
This year, completing the Stage 3 Visual Arts course has filled me with a 

great sense of achievement and satisfaction. It is through this course 
that I have been able to overcome challenging tasks, questioned my 

values, formed opinions and achieved great artistic success. I have 

been lucky to be one of a wonderful cohort of students. It has made the 

course an enjoyable experience and journey. We have had a competi-
tive and supportive working environment, which has helped me develop 

my artistic studies and strengthen my own art making.  

 

I have been introduced and influenced during our art history lessons 
and personal research to both traditional and contemporary artists. This 

year I have enjoyed exploring the technique of textiles and mixed  

media artwork. I have applied these techniques to create one piece that 

comments on the comparison of War and Religion and other the societal 
issues of beauty. The art course has been a very unique experience, 

challenging, thought provoking and overall a rewarding and enjoyable 

subject to study.  

The Absence of War is Usually Called Peace 
Mixed media textiles 



MORGAN 

GEORGE 
My experience in the Stage 3 Visual Arts course has been a very  

enjoyable one. My skills and knowledge of the art making and analysing 
process have developed enormously with the help of my art teacher and 

the study of successful artists and their movements. After using the 

influences from these people, I have begun to develop my own artistic 

style that I would describe to be realistic, lively and colourful, all created 
with the intention to deliver an underlying message behind something 

aesthetically pleasing.  

 

Throughout the course the opportunity to experiment with and  
discover different materials has provided me with a greater knowledge 

and understanding of how to use different techniques to create my 

artworks and has allowed me to discover what I like using the most. 

Having a small class of people who enjoy each other’s company and 
share the same passion for art over the two years and the guidance to 

experiment and develop my own artistic style has made this course a 

truly unique and enjoyable one.  

Mitch 
Acrylic on canvas 



JAIMEE 

HORGAN 
The Visual Arts course throughout the year has been highly influential in 

expanding my knowledge on contemporary artists in today’s society as 

well as discovering the many art movements throughout history.  Miss 

Hoy has helped me so much in expressing my own individual style, this 

has further given me confidence to branch out and explore new up and 

coming pop surreal artists, such as Ana Bagayan and Audrey Kawasaki.  

My own style can be considered as Pop Surrealism (focuses on popular 

culture which in turn is based on contemporary issues in the world). 

The materials I have grown accustomed to are oil paints on wood.  My 

choice to use oil paints is based on the fact that they do not dry out as 

fast as acrylics as well as them being highly blendable. Painting on 

wood adds a smooth finish which enhances the graphic effect of the 

piece. The year 12 Stage 3 art course has truly helped me discover my 

own style which is most likely still going to develop.  The course has not 

only helped escalate my technique and skill with oils but has further 

aided me in my drawings and sketch work. 

One Wish 
Acrylic on found object 
(door), wire and folded 

paper cranes 



ELISE 

MACKINTOSH 
The Stage 3 Visual Arts course this year has provided me with the opportunity 
to learn and develop my skills in art making, in a way that I am so grateful 
for. I have enjoyed every second of the course, and am so grateful for the 

people who guided me along the way. 
 
Throughout the course, my work has matured in both style and subject  
matter, moving away from focusing on simply the aesthetic nature of art, and 

concentrating on the multifaceted interpretations that art can evoke. Within 
my own art making, I am greatly influenced by artists such as Danny Roberts, 
for his contemporary style and subject matter and James Rosenquist, for his 
stylized, satirical representations of consumerism, as well as his bright, vibrant 

colour schemes. I am also influenced by the highly realistic, representational   
style of Miss Hoy. 
 
I would describe my painting style as smooth, highly blended and stylized. I 

really enjoy painting with oils due to their ability to blend so easily, and their 
long drying time makes them extremely manageable and versatile. I also love 
using charcoal as it also has the ability to be easily blended, as well as gou-
ache for its unique visible texture.  
 

The art course is such a unique experience, because it enables students to 
work in both a practical and written setting. I love both aspects of the course, 
and being able to practice art making within school is extremely rewarding. 
The guidance from the art teachers is extremely helpful and enables the  

students to continually develop and build upon their art making skills.  

Floral Euphoria 
Oil on canvas 



GABRIELLA 

MACRI 
The Stage 1 Visual Arts Course this year has been wonderful. 
Not only was it an escape from all the stress of my other  
demanding subjects, but also it helped me to understand my 
strengths, my weaknesses, and my passions within art. I have 
grown and improved so much since the beginning of the 
course, although not without challenges! I mostly enjoyed the 
first semester, it was more versatile, and painting my first final 
piece – my inspiration – was really great. And really, I love all 
aspects of art, but especially profiling people through painting/
sketching/photography because it allows you to see them in a 
different way. I think that the opportunity to be yourself, and 
to become someone else is what makes the art course such a 
unique experience.  

Self Portrait 
Lead pencil on paper 



CONNOR 

MELVIN 
During my final year in the Stage 1 Visual Arts course I 
have learnt many new skills. I really enjoyed this experience 
because every time I came to art I would learn something 
new. When I first started art I was unsure if it was the  
subject for me, because I lacked skill and experience. But 
over the course of two semesters my skills have improved 
dramatically.  
 
For both of my final art pieces I used mixed media because 
I feel more confident using it. The material that I enjoyed 
using the most was fibre glass, despite its challenging and 
unpredictable nature- you cannot use an eraser and if you 
make a mistake the only way of fixing it is to sand it back 
and start again. I believe this course is unique and different 
from all the other courses at school and have learnt that 
the only thing stopping you is your imagination.  

Self Portrait 
Lead pencil on paper 



LARA 

PEARCE 
My experience during the Stage 3 Visual Arts course has been 
one that I have thoroughly enjoyed. It has been challenging at 
some points but yet has also been so rewarding. I have learnt a 
lot throughout the course in both developing art skills and the 
history behind art.  
 
Many artists have influenced my work and the way I perceive 
the practices of art and apply them to my own designs. I love 
working with charcoal and watercolour- the mixed media meth-
od like that of contemporary artist Christopher Nolasco. I am yet 
to discover my own style but I try to produce works that are 
emotive, powerful and of some importance. I produce works 
that convey a significant meaning or ones that challenge the 
viewer and the way they view art. This year has enlightened me 
into the powerful and beautiful world of art, and the things it 
has to offer.  

Too Much, Too Soon 
Oil on canvas 



ANDREA 

RELOTA 
During the Stage 3 Visual Arts course I have learnt and developed 
many new skills and techniques, of which my favourite was the 
use of oil paints. The art room has been a great place in allowing 
me to express myself through art whilst enjoying myself at the 
same time.  
 
I have discovered many new artists and learnt about the art 
movements in which they were influenced by. One of my favourite 
artists, who has also influenced my own art making, is Artemisia 
Gentileschi. I have used her technique of chiaroscuro and dramatic 
light to evoke certain emotions in my artwork. I admire her  
realistic style and smooth, near photograph finish. By discovering 
Gentileschi, my style has grown into a realistic one made possible 
by the smooth finish of oils.  
 
The Visual Arts course is wonderful and has offered a pleasant 
learning environment, and I highly recommend that future years 
take the challenge. 

Chinese Whispers 
Oil on canvas 



JESSICA 

SLABBERT 
My artwork tells the story of a religious metaphor that I learnt at a young age 
which has guided me through life. 
 

“Let the one who has an ear hear what the spirit says to the con-
gregations: to him that conquers I will give some of the hidden 

manna, and I will give him a white pebble, and upon the pebble a 
new name written which no one knows except the one receiv-

ing it.”  
(Revelation 2:17) 

 
I have tried to communicate the symbolism and narrative of this story, one 

which has personally given me understanding and point of view in the  
struggle that every teenager goes through in discovering who they really are. 
As teenagers we struggle to discover ourselves, and stress about the way 
others may perceive us. It is important for us to discover which viewpoint we 

would liked to be defined by, something that is often hard to reveal.  
 
In the end one must remember the white pebble and who they really are – 
the person that only God can see.  

The White  
Pebble 

Oil on canvas 
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