
Integrated Science for Year 10 in 2013? 

For two years now we have been running the Stage 1 Integrated Science course for a small group of Year 10 
students. What are the benefits of choosing this course rather than the mainstream science courses? 
 

 

For those students who have already decided that Science is unlikely to be a Year 11 option choice for 
whatever reason, doing Integrated Science enables the student to follow a WACE accredited course and will 
therefore appear on the WACE certificate. At John XXIII College we run the Integrated Science course over 
terms 1-3, then pick up the mainstream Human Biology course for term 4. By doing this the students are 
able to follow the exact same course in Human Biology that all other Year 10 students have completed. This 
enables the students to get a feel for the demands of the Year 11 WACE Stage 2 course should they wish to 
pursue it in 2014.  
 

 
 
Integrated Science is not the easy option. The course in 2013 will focus on two areas: Horticulture and 
Biotechnology. The vast majority of the course is done as project work and the collation of a portfolio. This 
has an obvious advantage for those students who initially struggle with organizational skills. The course 
helps students to develop these skills and benefits the students in preparation for all courses in Year 11-12. 
Studying the Human Biology unit in term 4 when the students have matured, enables them to achieve of 
their very best and of course opens a pathway into a Year 11 Stage 2 Human Biology course.  It must be 
understood that Human Biology is not the “easy option” as a Stage 2 science course. Indeed, the course has 
become equally as demanding as any other Stage 2/3 course since the introduction of WACE. 
 
If you would like to discuss the merits of Integrated Science, please contact me on 9383 0400. 
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Learning Area Coordinator (Science) 


