
SCIENCE WEEK 2014 

What a fantastic week for Science at John XXIII College. 

Science is about searching for answers. Asking how and why forms the basis of an investigation. 

Once we identify the question we can formulate a hypothesis and set off on a journey of discovery. 

The creative juices start to flow and a plan is hatched to test our hypothesis. Data is collected and 

we set about interpreting this data to look for patterns from which we make theories and 

predictions. And so the cycle continues. This science inquiry approach is one that we promote 

heavily at John XXIII College. The Cognitive Acceleration through Science Education programme that 

we run for our Year 7-9 students is the perfect vehicle to promote an inquiry based approach in 

education. The focus of science week for Years 7-10 has been on “investigations.” 

Year 7 were set the task of identifying the best fuel available to a shipwrecked survivor on a desert 

island. 

 

Year 8 had to build a helicopter landing pad from dry spaghetti and paper. This engineering problem 

is all about structures and design and its importance in determining the load strength of a building.  

 

 

 

 



Year 9 had a similar focus with their task of building a lighthouse from Paper. 

 

Year 10 was set the challenge of building a water powered rocket that could (a) fly for as long as 

possible, and (b) be directed to a target.  

  

The winning team with their rocket: AVENGER and runner up CRAYOLA 

All Homeroom groups competed in the science quiz for the coveted prize of Science Boffins of the 

Year.  

This year we also introduced a special award for “Young Scientist of the Year”.  All lower school 

students were invited to critique an article about Global Warming. I am pleased to announce the 

winner for 2014 is: Kinia O’Brien from Year 8 who produced a highly academic and insightful critique 

of the article. The runner-up award goes to Jack Elvin from Year 9 who made some excellent points 

and demonstrated a good understanding of one of our major environmental issues.  

The Magic of Chemistry was a raging success as usual.  
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