
 

 

 
 

Primary Graduation Speech 
9th December, 2014 

 
Good evening and thank you for this opportunity to say some brief words of farewell and 

congratulations to our Graduating Class of Year 6, 2014. You have lead the Primary school during the 

Year of Competence where we have reflected on this virtue, and understood it is readiness to cope. 

It is my sincere hope that you do feel ready to cope with this big transitions from the familiar faces 

and surrounds of Primary school, to the new routines, teachers and classmates of Secondary school. 

I feel very confident you are ready because I know the very good work that Ms Goss and Mr Izzard 

have been doing with you academically to prepare you. I have seen the great leadership you have 

shown throughout the year and I got to see you managing yourselves relatively independently when 

we went to Canberra. These are very good signs that you are ready for all of the new challenges of 

Secondary school. 

It is also a night for parents to ask themselves the very big questions about whether they are ready 

to cope with the big transition ahead. Traditionally Principals will have been standing up here 

imploring you to “let go of your child” and “take a step back”. Tonight I want to dissuade you of that 

prevailing mindset and say that this is the time to “hold on” and step up your parenting. Adolescents 

need active and courageous parenting more than any previous stage. I encourage you to remain 

profoundly interested in your child’s friends (especially their on-line friends), engage actively with 

their learning and remain firm in your modelling of values and ethics to your son and daughter. 

Secondary schools are great at packaging up and teaching knowledge, but behavioural practices will 

come from home. So if you want your Year 7 to use technology responsibly model good boundaries 

around your own use of smart phones and other personal devices; if you want your child to develop 

Catholic beliefs and values, then you need to explicitly talk about them and model them to your 

adolescent.; if you want them to have responsible attitudes to drinking try to conduct an audit of 

what they see you drinking. Your 12 and 13 year olds are unlikely to admit this to you but you are 

still super-heroes to them. Adolescents are malleable and while they are in formation for their future 

life you want to make sure your influence does not stop with your genetic inheritance. Nurturing and 

modelling are your great parental privileges. Used well they will enrich your life as much as your 

child’s. 

 

If there is one piece of advice I could super-glue to every Year 6 tonight so that it was front and 

centre of their thinking for the next 6 years of schooling it would be to protect your good name and 

reputation. It is a slow process to build your reputation up, but it can be lost in a moment. I 

therefore urge you to be constantly aware of your own dignity and precious individuality. Don’t 

easily give away what you will never get back. Protect your name and reputation as you would your 

most prized possession. A good name will open many doors for you both while you are at school and 

beyond. 

 



 

A poor reputation will haunt you and restrict you in ways you might never be aware of until the 

damage is done. That is particularly so now with social media and its capacity to record for posterity 

every foolish decision you might make. Right from the beginning of Year 7 start about purposefully 

building up a good reputation with your family, your classmates, your teachers and other significant 

people in the community. 

These are some of the ways you can build up a good reputation once you get to Secondary School: 

 Be kind – it is the best reputation to have and far outlives any short term fame based on 

looks or achievement 

 Be sincere – a reputation of being false will damage your credibility. Don’t try to be too 

“cool”. The energy you put into creating a false image would be much better spent on just 

getting out there and being a good friend. 

 Be honest – Be genuine and truthful. Lying and deceiving will always come back around to 

haunt you later down the track. 

 Be positive – the world is better when you look on the bright side and help illuminate the 

good in yourself and in others with humour and optimism. 

 Be encouraging of others – if you want the best for others people will recognise this fine 

quality and reciprocate that for you. 

In conclusion let me please thank each of you for the great life and leadership you have provided 

to the Primary school community this year. You are a talented and compassionate group of 

young people with a bright future ahead. I have been proud to know you since you started in 

Kindy in 2007. You are no longer quite as cute but just as unique and precious. 

Enjoy your celebrations tonight. 

Let mum and dad take lots of photos of you – in the future you will look back at your beauty and 

wide-eyed excitement. 

Spend your last days of Primary School in gratitude to your teachers; heal any difficult 

relationships and make big plans for your future. 

 

God’s Blessing on each of you. Merry Christmas. Happy New Year. 

Anne Fry 


