
 

 

 
 

PARISH WEEKEND 
 
John XXIII College has ‘wide boundaries’.  Being a regional College,  both our Primary and Secondary 
cohorts comprise students who live all over the metropolitan area.  The Faith life of our Community is 
enriched by families from many parishes.   
 
A recent document launched by our Archbishop, Timothy Costelloe, describes the parish as providing “…the 
experience of belonging to a community of faith that is constant throughout the different phases of 
life.”1  
As the Parish is the community in which the people of God gather, worship, care for the needs of the wider 
community and celebrate significant life events, including Baptism, Marriage and Funerals, the College 
promotes participation in Parish life.  (Particularly with sacramental program) 
 
In 2014 the College would like to take this a step further by initiating ‘PARISH WEEKEND’.  In essence, this 
means: 

 on the weekend of the 3rd Sunday of the month, we are encouraging families to attend one of 
the weekend Masses in their ‘home’ parish1 as part of that community 

 Students, as well as families, from the same parish are encouraged to meet up at Mass 
(especially, but not only, when children are preparing for Sacraments)  

 Although various liturgies are regularly held at the College,”the parish provides the experience 

of belonging to a community of faith that is constant throughout different phases of life…” 

(Bishops’ Mandate) 

 Therefore, students experience more fully a Faith community extending beyond school 

 Friday Community Mass is a joyous occasion and taking that spirit out into parishes is a way of 
living it. 

 
To pilot Parish Weekend, the College is particularly working with a couple of our local parishes – Nedlands 
and Cottesloe.  Fr Joseph of Nedlands and Fr James and Fr Wilson from Cottesloe are supportive of the idea 
and will particularly welcome John XXIII students, families and staff.  For 2014, we will particularly focus on 
these two parishes, with a view to broadening the model at a later date.  And at the same time, we will be 
encouraging all families to take up Parish Weekend every 3rd Sunday of the month. 
  
1Archdioces of Perth: Sacramental Policy for School-Aged Children  
2“The parish will usually be the geographical parish.  In some instances it will be the one with which the 
candidates and their family identifies.” (Bishops’ Mandate for Catholic Schools 2009-2015) 


