
 

No Plan Survives Contact With 
The Enemy - (Helmuth Karl 
Bernhard Graf von Moltke (26 
October 1800, Parchim, 
Mecklenburg-Schwerin – 24 April 
1891) was a German Field 
Marshal.) 

 
The Chess Club continues to thrive at JTC. Students meet every Wednesday 
lunchtime in the Colloquium Room to improve their powers of deduction and reasoning. Playing chess 
requires one to think ahead, consider possibilities and carry out a plan. Your plan is based on a 
consideration of your opponent’s next possible move. But what happens if your opponent does something 
unpredictable? That is where flexibility and thinking on your feet comes in to play. Can I draw an opponent 
out into a position of vulnerability? Is my opponent trying to do this to me? 
 
As the famous military commander, Moltke once said, “no plan survives contact with the enemy!”  This 
effectively advises you to plan in order to be ready to engage an opponent but you must think on your feet 
and react accordingly. This may give the impression that chess is a defensive game.  Not true!  It is actually 
a balance between defence and attack that makes a player skilful.  Exploiting a situation is an offensive 
action.  Absorbing an attack enables one to regroup, calm yourself and plan a suitable response. 
 
As a graduate of the Royal Military Academy Sandhurst, I developed the ability to always ask the 
question…”what if?”  This enables one to consider plans carefully, to be analytical, to weigh up the pros 
and cons of an action.  Once you have gone through this process you are in a position to make a move.  You 
are now in a position to be proactive rather than reactive.  Timing is of course critical.  One would not 
spend an endless amount of time asking "what if?" this only leads to procrastination.  Decisions need to be 
made in a timely manner.  Following a process simply allows you to make a decision based on good, sound 
reasoning: a particularly vital skill when you are under pressure.  
 
Thinking outside of a military context, I am sure the reader can relate many of these skills to problem 
solving.  So maybe there is more to playing chess than meets the eye!  Maybe learning how to play chess is 
a way of developing many important life skills? 
 
Gerard McCann 
Chess Club Coordinator 
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