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Dear Parents, Students and Friends of John XXIII College 

FIRST EDUCATORS IN FAITH 
I was struck this week at the Commitment 
Ceremony for Year 6 students preparing for 
Confirmation by the awesome responsibility that 
you and I have as parents to model our faith to 
our children.  Parents made this public 
commitment: 
 
“Lord God, as parents of the children before you, 
we ask you, to strengthen our spirit of courage, 
so we may be open in our concern for our 
children. 
 
Strengthen our spirit of challenge, that we may 
help our children come to know you more;  
Strengthen our spirit of compassion that we may 
see the world through their eyes;  
 
Strengthen our spirit of gentleness, that we may 
listen when they cry out to us for understanding; 
Strengthen our spirit of togetherness, that we 
may truly love one another as ourselves.  
 
Before this community we make our commitment 
to support and help our children in any way, and 
by any means necessary. We will pray for them, 
advise them and help them to discern and carry 
out their calling. 
 
Lord God, with the help and guidance of your 
Holy Spirit, lead us forward; in the name of your 
Son, Jesus Christ.  Amen.” 
 
This is a lovely prayer for all of us who are 
parents and who take seriously the very solemn 
promise we made at our child’s baptism to be 
their first educators in faith.  Our children take 
their lead from us in terms of their religious 
practices and beliefs.  I particularly ask for parent 
support and collaboration with your children’s 
Religious Education teachers.  This support is 
part and parcel of the contract parents sign with 
the College at the time of enrolment. 
 
As a new initiative this year to help parents 
continue to grow in their own awareness of faith 
and current understandings, the College Council 
has taken out a subscription of “Madonna” for 
each family.  The second issue for 2010 should 
have arrived in your post boxes this week.  I 
hope you enjoy reading this issue.  It has a very 
interesting section of Catholic Health Care. 
 
 

New College Council Executive 
At the AGM of the College Council, Dr Shaun 
Ridley concluded his term as Chairperson.  I 
would like to publicly thank and affirm Shaun 
for his wonderful leadership and strong 
support of myself and the College during my 
time here as Principal.  Shaun’s wife, Lina 
has also been a gracious guest at many 
school functions during Shaun’s time as 
Chair and I also thank her for her support and 
friendship. 
 
The new Executive Team of the College is: 
 Ms Mary Woodford  -  Chair of Council 
 Mr Peter Mott  -  Deputy Chair of 

Council 
 Mr Paul Rossen  -  Chair of Property 

and Planning 
 Mr John Bouffler  -  Chair of Finance 

and Risk 
 Mr Des Hardiman  -  Secretary  
 
I extend on behalf of the community our 
gratitude for their service to the College, to 
the new memebers of the Executive and the 
Council.  
 
Together, let us seek justice. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs Anne Fry 
Principal  
 
 



Around the Primary 
Health Information 
 
HEART WEEK 2 May to 8 May 

Heart Attack warning signs aren’t what you think. 
Symptoms vary and they may not always be severe. 
Some people do not experience chest pain at all. 
The Heart Foundation’s 2009 HeartWatch survey 
found that only 12 per cent of people would 
recognise symptoms such as jaw, neck, back or 
shoulder pain as a warning sign of heart attack. This 
is why, during Heart Week 2010, the Heart 
Foundation will urge all Australians to better identify 
the warning signs of heart attack. 
 
Warning signs could include (you may have just one 
of these symptoms or combination of them): 
 
 Discomfort or pain in centre of your chest 
 Discomfort in these parts of your upper 

body: Arm(s), shoulder(s), neck,  jaw, back 
 You may have a choking feeling in your throat. 

Your arms may feel heavy or useless. 
 You may also experience other signs and 

symptoms: feel short of breath, feel nauseous, 
have a cold sweat, feel dizzy or light-headed. 

 
WHAT TO DO 
 Stop – Immediately stop what you are doing 

and rest. 
 Talk – If you are with someone, tell them what 

you are feeling. 
 If any of your symptoms: 

► Are severe 
► Get worse quickly 
► Have lasted 10 minutes   
► THEN CALL 000 (triple zero) OR 112 

(from mobile phone) 
► ASK FOR AMBULANCE. DON’T HANG 

UP. WAIT FOR ADVICE FROM THE 
OPERATOR. 

 
For more information about the warning signs of 
heart attack visit: www.heartattackfacts.org.au 
 
HEAD LICE 
There have been reported cases of Head Lice in 
some Primary classes. As a preventative 
measure, could parents please check their child/ren 
regularly for Head Lice. If your child has head lice 
please inform the teacher or College nurse.  To 
obtain a copy of Department of Health’s current 
Head Lice Fact Sheet for management and 
t r e a t m e n t  o f  H e a d  L i c e  g o  t o : 
www.health.wa.gov.au/headlice. 
 

Parental Requests of 
Student Services 
Please note that staff at Student Reception are not 
available to run messages to students during school time.  
If a message is urgent, every effort will be made to 
contact the student if necessary. 
 
Thank you for your continued support.  

Year 6 Confirmation Parent Information Evening 
 
A very big thank you to all the parents, students and 
sponsors who were present at the Confirmation Parent 
Information Evening on Tuesday.  This evening began 
with a commitment ceremony for all the parties 
(candidates, sponsors, parents and teachers) involved in 
the preparation for this Sacrament.  Everyone’s 
attendance and participation further reinforced the value 
and importance being placed on this major event in the 
faith journey of these students and their families.  Please 
keep Father Charles Waddell, Father Gaetan Pereira, Mr 
Casey, Miss Tanham and all the Year Six students in your 
prayers. 
 
Cubby Village 
 
The cubby village in the junior primary is completed and 
will be ready to be used next week. It has been named 
Angelo’s Village after Pope John XXIII’s childhood name. 
The opening ceremony will be held at 2:30pm on Monday 
afternoon. It is envisioned that it will be used by the Years 
1,2 and 3 children for creative play, role playing, growing 
plants, learning about road rules and entertaining others 
in the theatre. We are sure it is going to get lots of use. 
 
 
Upcoming Events: 
 
Tuesday, 4 May:   
Occupational Therapy Information Evening (7.00pm-
9.00pm) 
 
Friday, 7 May:   
Mothers’ Day Mass and Morning Tea at 
9.00am in the Thomas More Exhibition 
Centre 
 
Mrs L Gardner Cluster Leader K—2  
Ms A Coniglio Cluster Leader 3—6  

Lost Property 
If you are a primary or pre primary parent, please 
check the Lost Property Box to see if you own any 
items as the items will be donated to charity at the 
end of next week.  

METROPOLITAN STUDENT INCIDENT 
WARNING  -  HIGH ALERT 
Following a further email from the Catholic 
Education Office, as in previous warnings 
this serves as a reminder to encourage all 
students to be vigilant and alert when in the 
area and when travelling to and from 
school. 



Chaplains Column 
In the United Nations Organisation, there is a 
Meditation Room planned and created in 1957 by 
Dag Hammarskjold.  I had spent some meditation 
time there after a tour of the place.  Last year, the 
then Secretary General, wrote the following, “We 
all have within us a centre of stillness surrounded 
by silence. This house dedicated to work and 
debate in the service of peace, should have one 
room dedicated to silence in the outward sense 
and stillness in the inner sense”. People of many 
faiths will meet here and for that reason none of 
the symbols to which we are accustomed to in our 
meditation could be used. However there are 
simple things which speak to us all with the same 
language. We have sought for such things and we 
believe that we have found them in the shaft of 
light striking the shimmering surface of solid rock. 
 
The stone in the middle of the room reminds us 
also of the firm and permanent, in a world of 
movement and change. The block of iron ore has 
the weight and solidity of the everlasting. It is a 
reminder of that cornerstone of endurance and 
faith on which all human endeavours must be 
based. The material of the stone leads our 
thoughts to the necessity for choice between 
destruction and construction between war and 
peace. Of iron, man has forged swords, of iron he 
has made his plough shares; of iron he has 
constructed tanks, but of iron he has likewise built 
homes. The block of iron ore is part of the wealth 
we have inherited on this earth of ours. How are 
we to use it? 
 
The shaft of light strikes the stone in a room of 
utter simplicity. There are no other symbols; there 
is nothing to distract our attention or to break in on 
our stillness within ourselves. When our eyes 
travel from these symbols to the front wall they 
meet a simple pattern opening up the room to the 
harmony freedom, balance and space. 
 
There is an ancient saying that the sense of a 
vessel is not in its shell but in the void. So it is for 
this room. It is for those who come here to fill the 
void with what they find in their centre of stillness”. 
Dag Hammarskjold 1957. 
 
Ignatius Loyola gifted the world with a spirituality 
that seeks to discover God in all things. During 
this Easter season we are invited in the centre of 
stillness in our lives, and through silence, to find 
God somehow present in all times, places and 
people and even in our void. As the Jesuit poet 
Gerard Manley Hopkins put it: “The world is 
charged with the grandeur of God” and the Holy 
Spirit is that “dearest freshness deep down”, 
drawing each of us gently “to love one another, as 
I have loved you”.   

 
Fr Gaetan Pereira  -  College Chaplain 



Canteen Roster Week 3 - Year 
One 
 

Monday May 3rd 
Rebecca Purdy, Paula O’Connell 
 
Tuesday May 4th 
Lidia Fethers, Neysa Gellard  
 
Wednesday May 5th 
Lucy Hodge, Kate McDonald 
 
Thursday May 6th  
Alexia Serra, Anna Newton  
 
Friday May 7th  
Vanda Leigh, Neville Bigs  

Musical Matters 
TWILIGHT RECITAL – this Sunday 2 May at 5:30 pm in 
the Gonzaga Barry Lecture Theatre. ALL WELCOME. 
 
John XXIII Music Eisteddfod forms are now available 
at the Music Office. There are sections for all ages and 
instruments: voice, piano, winds, brass, percussion. 
This year we will have the inaugural LUIGI PAOLINO 
Percussion scholarship that will be awarded to the most 
outstanding percussionist. Entries for the Eisteddfod to 
be held on Monday 21 and Tuesday 22 June, will close 
on Friday 4 June.  
 
Catholic Performing Arts entry forms are due at the 
Music Office by Wednesday 19 May. 

 
Toni Strong  -  Director of Music   

Internet Safety 

Parents often ask for interesting and relevant strategies 
to help their children stay safe when using the internet.  
This Federal Government initiative may help. 

The first issue of the Cybersmart newsletter, Cyberzine, 
has just been published.  A link to the newsletter is 
below: 

http://www.cybersmart.gov.au/Cyberzine.aspx 
The newsletter will be published three times a 
year.  Each issue will provide details about how to 
access resources and information, and useful content, 
on the Cybersmart website.  In this issue we look at 
Safer Internet Day 2010 and two new cybersafety 
programs—the Pre-Service Teacher training program 
and Cybersmart Hero, an interactive activity for primary 
school students.   The newsletter also contains a 
subscription form so you can sign up for future issues. 

Mr John Joosten  -  ICT Coordinator 

Parent Teacher 
Interviews/Meetings 
2010 
Please note the following Parent/Teacher Interviews 
for 2010. 
 
Year 9 Parent Teacher Meeting 20th May in the 
Exhibition Centre at the College from 3.30pm—
8.30pm 
Year 10 Parent Teacher Meeting 20th May in the 
Exhibition Centre at the College from 3.30pm—
8.30pm 
 
Year 10, Year 11 and Year 12  Parent Teacher 
Follow Up Meeting 10th August  in the Exhibition 
Centre at the College from 3.30pm—8.30pm 
 
Year 7, Year 8 and Year 9  Parent Teacher Follow 
Up Meeting 7th September in the Exhibition Centre 
at the College from 3.30pm—8.30pm 
 
Robert Novacsek  -  Deputy Principal, Studies  

Parents of Year 12 Students 
 
You are advised that you can obtain copies of the 
2009 WACE (TEE) papers from the following 
Curriculum Council address ; 
 
h t t p : / / w w w . c u r r i c u l um . w a . e d u . a u / i n t e r n e t /
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s / P u b l i c a t i o n s /
Past_Wace_Examinations 
 
These are excellent resources for preparation for 
examinations. 
 
Robert Novacsek  -  Deputy Principal, Studies 

The drama department at the 
College is looking for a new 
couch. If you have one you no 
longer need please contact Mr 
George Tsakisiris at the Col-
lege on 9383 0400 

Kidact Drama Classes  
Fridays  
years 3 to 5 at 3.30 to 4.30  
years 6 to 8 at 4.30 to 6pm 
  
Pangbourne Street, Wembley 
Phone Gail Vandenbok 9387 6182 or Bev Jackson-
Hooper 9383 9560 



Condolences 
Our prayers and thoughts are with Dean and Lilly Lomma 
on the loss of Mr Lomma’s mother.  Grandmother to 
Joshua (Year 3) and Olivia (Year 6)  

May she Rest in Peace 

Entertainment Books 
 
As part of raising money for the College’s Loreto and 
Jesuit charities in Vietnam and India, Ward House 
will be selling the very popular Entertainment Books.  
 
Further information will be sent out to all families, 
along with order forms.  I would ask that if you 
normally order a book, you do so through the 
College, as all money raised goes to a very 
worthwhile cause, with the bonus that it is delivered 
by Year 11 students who go on pilgrimage. 
 
Mr Clarke  -  Ward House Coordinator  

Alumni News 
 
Supporting our Young Alumni in Business 
 
Nick Ryan (Class 1996) has also commenced his own DJ 
business recently.  DJ Nick is available to provide music for 
any occasion.  He may be contacted by email on 
nryan19@hotmail.com.  
 
The next event for Past Parents is a Golf afternoon and 
dinner at the Mosman Park Golf Club, Chidley Point on 29th 
October 2010.  For those who don’t play golf you are 
welcome to join me on the 19th hole and then later for 
dinner.  Expressions of interest welcome. 
 
WANTED; Legends at Lunchtime  
Legends at Lunchtime will commence again at the College 
on the 2 June, Term 2 and will progress into Term 3.  I am 
seeking young Alumni (up to the Class of 1999) to join the 
Legends at Lunchtime list.  
 
As an Alumni, you will be required to casually chat to 
students from Year 10 to Year 12 (during their lunchtime) 
about your journey from John XXIII to your chosen career 
or through tertiary education or work place through training 
or an apprenticeship. Areas of interest include:  Psychology 
(hospital based), Business (public service or accounting), 
Architecture, Surveying, Engineering or perhaps someone 
who is living out the “Seek Justice’ mission.  We have  
received interest from young Alumni in Event Management, 
Marketing, Law, and Medicine.   
 
Please contact the Alumni Office if you are able to help with 
Legends at Lunchtime. 
 

Alumni Merchandise For Sale 
Alumni Merchandise may be purchased 
through the Uniform Shop or the Alumni 
Office in the Main Administration Building 
Navy and white Strathgordon Golf 
Umbrellas with Vented Cap 75cm rib 
Limited numbers  -  $30.00 each 
Great for sport spectators e.g. netball, rugby and football 
parents   
 
College Memorabilia  
The display cabinet in the foyer of the main administration 
building now houses a growing collection of memorabilia 
from Loreto, St Louis and John XXIII College.   
 
Items include photo albums, a cricket trophy, and a number 
of books written by or about John XXIII Alumni.   
 
Contributions are very welcome. Please contact Anna 
Gingell at the Alumni Office if you wish to donate items.  
Telephone:  9383 0520 

 



Have you the cheek? 
 

Have you the cheek to help with cerebral palsy research?   
500 children born in Australia each year are affected by 
Cerebral Palsy, a disorder of movement and posture. 
 
The Cerebral Palsy Association is seeking Caucasian 
children (aged 5-18) with or without cerebral palsy and 
their mothers.  All you need to do is complete a short 
survey and donate cheek swab.  Participation is easy and 
takes about 10  minutes—you can help from home. 
For further information and enrolment, SMS your name 
and address to 0439 201 795 or telephone 1800 800 254.   
 
Website: www.adelaide.edu.au/cerebralpalsy.  Email: 
cerebralpalsy@adelaide.edu.au  

Can you open your home and heart 
to a child in need? 
Foster Carers Needed 
Children need special care and guidance. 
 
Wanslea foster carers provide care for children between 
the ages of 0 to 12 years. 
 
As a Wanslea Foster Giver you will change the life of a 
child forever.  You will be paid a tax free subsidy, receive 
support in the form of home visits and access to training 
and peer support groups. 
 
If you have a spare room in your home, have time on 
your hands, can provide a safe and nurturing 
environment and love children.  We need you!! 
 
Foster Care Information Evenings 
 Wednesday 14th July from 7pm to 9pm 
 Tuesday 16th November from 7pm to 9pm 
Wanslea Family Services, 110 Scarborough Beach Road 
(Cnr Deanmore Rd) Scarborough 
 Wednesday 12th May from 7pm to 9pm 
 Tuesday 14th September from 7pm to 9pm 
The Gowrie, 275 Abernethy Road, Belmont 
 
Light refreshments are provided.   
To RSVP and for more information please call Wanslea 
92452441  -  email: support@wanslea.asn.au  or go 
online to www.wanslea.asn.au 

Behaviour Tonics are running the 1-2-3 Magic 
and Emotion Coaching Parent Course at the Mt 
Claremont Community Centre, with a Wednesday 
evening course available to parents and carers of 2
-12 year old children.  
 
This is a flexible and effective approach to 
discipline and is rated highly by participants. 
Running over 3 x 2.5 hr sessions it is full of 
information, tips and practical strategies. 
 

N E X T  P A R E N T S ’ 
ASSOCIATION MEETING 
Monday, 3 May is the date for the next Parents’ 
Association meeting.   
We invite all parents to join us in the Exhibition Centre at 
7.00pm. 
These meetings provide a good opportunity to find out 
what’s happening in the College and meet other parents. 
ALL Welcome! 
 
Marie-Louise Beyer  -  President  -  Parents’ Association 



Meaningful home work 
Meaningful home work should form a vital component 
of our students’ learning program and helps develop 
good work/study habits. I’m sure that you are aware 
that we have a College policy (found in the students’ 
diary, pp96-97) which suggests; 
 
Year 7 -  a maximum of 60 mins each night. 
Year 8    at least 60 mins per subject each week. 
Year 9   at least 90 mins per subject each week. 
Year 10 at least 120 minutes per subject each week 
Year 11 at least 150 minutes per subject each week 
Year 12 at least 180 minutes per subject each week.  

Ignatius Library 
A reminder  to all Parents of students in the Primary 
School (K-6)  that the Library is not available to 
students after school. Could all parents continue to 
use the After School Care Program (Jellybeans) for 
child minding purposes.  
 

Thank you for your continued support in this matter. 
 

Mrs Angela Cull  -  Library Coordinator 

Junior Philosophy Club  
In Term 2 JOHN XXIII COLLEGE will be offering a 
Junior Philosophy Club for students from Years 7 to 9. 
Students are invited to join the Club which will meet at 
lunch time for informal discussions of questions that 
philosophers have pondered since 400 BC.  
 
All students from Years 7 to 9 are welcome. An 
understanding of philosophy will enrich students’ 
education experience. Students will also be able to join 
the JOHN XXIII COLLEGE Philosothon team and 
compete in the annual Philosothon held at Hale School 
at the end of the year. Details about the Junior 
Philosophy Club, time, place etc  will appear in Daily 
Messages early Term Two. Any questions about the 
Junior Philosophy Club can be directed to Dr Annette 
Pedersen in the English Department. 
 
Dr Annette Pedersen - English Department. 

Future Problem Solving 
Thinking Ahead is an advocacy/activity group for gifted 
and talented students and their families.  
 
The Director, Derrin Cramer is establishing a non-
school based team for Future Problem Solving (see 
www.fpsp.org.au for information). There are still a 
couple of places available for students in Year 8 or 9 
who might like to join them on a Wednesday afternoon 
at Nedlands Primary School library.  
 
More information and the registration form can be 
found on the website at www.thinkingahead.com.au/
fps.htm  
 
Ms Sarah Hammond  -  Year 8 Coordinator 



Congratulations to.. 
Ellie Korn (Yr 7) who has been selected to attend the 
first round of auditions for the Junior Masterchef 
Competition.  She will face the judges on Saturday May 
8th!  Good luck!  
 
Jevon Proctor (Year 11) and Olivia Lyons (Year 12) 
who participated in the recent National Athletics 
Championships / Commonwealth Games Selection 
Trials in Perth.  Jevon participated in the Men’s Open 
Discus and Olivia participated in the Women’s Open 
Hammer Throw . They were the youngest in their fields. 

Year 7 Lightning Carnival 
  
On Thursday 6th May all Year 7 students will be taking 
part in the ACC Lightning Carnival. Courtesy of the 
ACC fixture booklets for the Year 7 Lightning Carnivals 
are now available and can be downloaded off the ACC 
web site (www.accsport.asn.au) in PDF format. Follow 
the links to CARNIVALS – LIGHTNING CARNIVALS – 
WINTER YEAR 8 – PDF FILES. Alternatively click the 
direct link below to download the fixture booklet you 
require. 
  
WINTER YEAR 7A FIXTURE BOOKLETS  

A C C  N e t b a l l 
The ACC is calling for player and umpire nominations 
for the ACC representative netball teams (Open & 
U/16) to play in the Australasian Catholic Netball 
Championships in Brisbane, Queensland in Sept/Oct 
2010.  
 
Selection trials will take place in Term 2, 2010.  
Training will begin in June 2010. Nominate through your 
school Sports Coordinator prior to trials.  
No late nominations will be accepted.  
 
Nominations close Friday 30th April 2010 

2010 College Cup 
The 2010 College Cup will be hosted at Royal 
Freshwater Bay Yacht Club this weekend (2nd May) 
commencing at 9am.  Spectators and families of sailors 
are welcome to attend the supper following the sailing 
regatta early in the evening.   
 
Food and beverages will be available to purchase from 
the club house. 2010 Inter School Cross 

Country - Yr 7- 12 
All students that have been selected for the 
Preliminary Inter School Cross Country team have 
received a letter and schedule for training in Term 2. 
A copy of the training schedule is available on the 
College website. Training is on Tuesday, Thursday & 
Saturday in readiness for the SSWA (28th May) & 
ACC (3rd June) carnivals. All students selected are 
encouraged to attend as many sessions as 
possible. Students that have not been selected for 
the inter school team are still welcome to come to all 
training sessions.   

GIRLS 

NETBALL 
SOCCER 
TOUCH 
BOYS 
FOOTBALL 
HOCKEY 
RUGBY UNION 
SOCCER 

Sport Term 2 - Yr 7 - 12 
With a winter NAS season, 1st XVIII Football for girls 
and boys, 1st XV Rugby, Netball Club, Girls Rowing, 
Hockey training & Cross Country all either underway or 
taking place in Term 2,  John XXIII will be an extremely 
busy campus. Fixtures for winter NAS and Rugby will 
be displayed on the College website. Students involved 
in NAS have also received a letter outlining the NAS 
commitment and a copy of the fixtures.  
 
If your child is involved in NAS Football or Soccer could 
you please ensure that they have a pair of long sport 
socks. These are available from the uniform shop.  

John XXIII College Junior 
Netball 
Netball Season begins this weekend with  the Sub 
Juniors starting us off and the Netta girls beginning the 
8th May. 
 
We hope the season is full of excitement and 
memorable moments for all involved!       
 

 


