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Dear Parents, Students and Friends of John XXIII College 

Precious and Fragile 
The images of destruction and despair from the 
Victorian Bush Fires have been a sharp reminder to 
us this week of how precious and fragile are our 
lives and those of our family, friends and 
communities.  The generous response of 
Australians to the victims of the fire has been 
inspiring and I would like to thank all families for 
their magnificent response to our Day of 
Compassion held at very short notice on Thursday.  
Hopefully we will be in a position to announce a 
total raised at our assembly on Friday.  Parents 
have contacted me about organising a fund-raising 
event (for parents) in the next couple of weeks and 
we will keep you well informed of any such events. 
 
The other salutary moment this week was the 
funeral of Gemma Thoms.  Gemma died after 
taking ecstasy at the “Big Day Out”. In the midst of 
such a public tragedy was the most agonising 
private grief of the family who had lost a beautiful 
daughter, sister and granddaughter.  Gemma’s 
grandmother, Lynne Crowe, is a greatly loved and 
respected former staff member of John XXIII 
College.  Lynne and her family take some hope that 
from Gemma’s death might come some increased 
awareness that drugs kill beautiful, loved, cherished 
children.  As adults we must continue to model and 
educate young people about the harmful effects of 
drugs.  Please help Gemma’s family spread the 
message. 
 
On a much more positive note, may I commend all 
staff and students on their commitment during this 
second week of the Term.  Despite the hot weather 
experienced over the last week there has been high 
levels of activity and participation.  NAS trials, 
auditions for ensembles, swimming lessons, 
information nights for year sevens and eights, 
excursions, rowing regatta and assemblies have 
already commenced.  All of these activities enrich 
the classroom programmes. 
 
A special word of commendation to the Year 12 
students who presented themselves so well at the 
Year 12 Ball last Saturday night.  It was a great deal 
of work for the SRC parents and Mr Mazur to get 
the ball ready so early in the year but the feedback 
has been very positive.  It is a very encouraging 
way for the Year 12 group to commence their year, 
without an adverse impact on the academic 
programme. 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mrs Anne Fry 
Principal  

Humanity Endures in Bushfire Tragedy 
 
During the financial turmoil this summer, images of 
fire have abounded. The economy is said to be 
going into meltdown. Shareholdings turn to ashes. 
On the stock market, an inferno destroys value. 
The images always seem a little stretched, a little 
self-important. This weekend we have seen why. 
Bushfires, the lives they take and diminish, the 
lands they leave blackened, and their unbelievable 
force, set the human activities which we usually 
regard as of vital importance, like banking, 
administration and politics, within their proper 
framework. In the face of a fire that in a couple of 
hours can run 40 km from mountains to sea, these 
are incidental occupations. In the face of sudden 
and terrible death, financial troubles are put into 
perspective. 
 
The central realities are the uncontrollable power 
of the fire and the spirit of the human beings who 
endure and engage with it. Science and 
crystallised experience count, but ultimately the 
moves that the fire makes and the success of the 
engagement are unpredictable. One house is 
taken, another is left. One family dies; another 
escapes. 
 
Those who stay to endure the fire bring with them 
little more than their simple humanity. Courage, 
generosity, prudence, empathy, compassion and 
solidarity are words that come to mind to describe 
people's attitudes. 
 
The simple human reality of the bushfires has 
been of a shared and simple humanity: shared 
struggle, shared loss, shared tears, sharing of 
small resources like food and blankets, sharing of 
accommodation. Those involved at the fire front 
have shared this directly; others vicariously. 
This immediate sense of solidarity will inevitably be 
tested by the frustrations and angers that are 
natural to grief. People who are in everybody's 
thoughts in their immediate loss, slip from mind 
during the slow processes of their rebuilding. 
 
But the first shock of these bushfires makes us ask 
instinctively what really matters to us as human 
beings. The stories of death and escape from 
death remind us that our lives are a gift, a 
vulnerable gift. The way in which people have 
faced and fought the fires is an enormously 
encouraging response to these questions. 
 
 
Fr Andrew Hamilton sj  

Reflection for Prayer-Victorian Bush Fires 
 

A reflection for prayer has been created by  John XXIII College 
Teacher, Ms Caroline Watson.  You may access this reflection via 
the John XXIII College website entitled:  Reflection for Victorian 
Bush Fires  



Swimming: 
The children in Years 3-6 have started the year with 
Swimming Lessons at Claremont Pool.  Given the hot 
weather, this has been a refreshing way to start the 2009 
school year.  They are all to be congratulated on their 
superb behaviour.  We all look forward to seeing their 
swimming skills in action at the Swimming Carnival in Week 
5. 
 

Friendly Reminders: 
Climbing Frame: 
Children are not permitted on this before or after school.  
We ask for your assistance in ensuring that your children 
refrain from being on the climbing frame at these times. 
 

After School Pick Ups: 
Upper (Administration) Car park: 
Only children who are in Year 1-3 or who have a sibling in 
Year 1-3 must be collected from this area. 
To ensure that the pickup process runs smoothly and that 
the safety of all children is maintained, please stop only in 
the pickup zone, where the children will be waiting and a 
teacher will direct them to the car.  If your child/ren is not 
waiting, please go around the loop again.  It is important 
that parents do not double park or wait at the pickup zone, 
as this not only creates a dangerous situation, but also 
slows the process down for everyone. 
Lower Car park: 
All children in Year 4-7 (unless they have a sibling in Years 
1-3) must be collected from this area. 
Pre-primary/Kindy Car park: 
This car park is only for parents picking up children in the 
Pre-primary or Kindergarten. 
 

Parent Information Evenings: 
These meetings are for teachers to outline their thoughts 
and philosophies in regard to education and inform parents 
of year level expectations for 2009.  Parents will be able to 
access the Information Booklet through the College website.  
We all look forward to seeing you.  These meetings will be 
held in the relevant classroom. 
 Monday 16 February: 
 Years 4 Parent Information Evening at 6.30pm 
 Years 5 & 6 Parent Information Evening at 7.30pm 
 Wednesday 18 February: 
 PP & Year 1 Parent Information Evening at 6.30pm 
 Year 2 Parent Information Evening at 7.30pm 
 Thursday 19 February: 
 Year 3 Parent Information and Reconciliation Evening 
 at 6.30pm 
 

Upcoming Events: 
Monday 16 February:  Kindy A:  9.00am-12.30pm 
    Pre-primary commence full time. 
Tuesday 17 February:  Kindy B:  9.00am-12.30pm 
Wednesday 18 February: Kindy A:  9.00am-12.30pm 
Thursday 19 February: 
    Kindy B:  9.00am-12.30pm 
    College Opening Mass at 9.00am 
    in the Gym 
Friday 20 February: PP-6 General Assembly at  
    9.00am in the Hall (5B)  

Around the Primary 

Uniform Shop 
Sports Colours 2008   
Students who had their sports polo shirts  embroidered 
with colours last year, can now collect shirts from the Uni-
form Shop 

Alumni News 

John XXIII College Alumni All Years Reunion   
Melbourne & Sydney 2009 

The Principal of John XXIII College, Mrs Anne Fry and the 
Alumni Development Officer, Mrs Anna Gingell would like to 
extend an invitation to all past Loreto, St Louis and John 
XXIII College Past Pupils to share a drink, relive old 
memories and for you to hear about current and future 
developments at your old College: 
RAC Club  501 Bourke Street Melbourne 6.00pm - 8.00pm 

Friday 20 February 2009  
OR  

Royal Automobile Club of Australia 89 Macquarie Street 
Sydney 6.00pm – 8.00pm Saturday 21 February 2009 

 
RSVP would be appreciated for catering purposes through 

the Alumni site www.johnxxiii.edu.au or email 
gingell.anna@johnxxiii.edu.au 

 
A cash bar will be provided at Club prices with 
complimentary cocktail food. 
 
Please spread the word amongst past John XXIII College, 
St Louis or Loreto past pupils. 
 
You’re invited to celebrate the 400th anniversary of the 

Institute of Mary Ward. 
 
Mary Ward was a leader of originality, faith and daring 
whose inspiration continues today. 
 
As Mary Ward was one of the John XXIII College founders, 
we are inviting JTC, Loreto and St Louis graduating years 
1976-2007 to mark this momentous occasion. 
Come along and catch up with old friends and meet new 
ones.  During the evening we will hear from past students 
sharing their experiences and adventures. 
 
Time:     6.00 - 8.00pm, formalities ~ 7pm 
Date:      Friday 20 March 2009 
Place:     John XXIII College Exhibition Centre John 
  XXIII  Dve Mt Claremont 
[Drinks and finger food will be served 
This is a free event however RSVPs are essential for 
catering. 

RSVP date: 6 March 2009  

RSVP would be appreciated for catering purposes through 
the Alumni site www.johnxxiii.edu.au or email 

gingell.anna@johnxxiii.edu.au 
 
Please update your biography on the John XXIII Alumni 
Directory so details may be included in a booklet to be 
distributed on the evening.   



Canteen News 

Parent Contact Lists 

The College will shortly be posting the parents contact lists 
for parents to update.   
Addresses and details are only as current as when last 
advised and will only include details from families who have 
given permission for the release of their information. 
An on line contact form will also be available.  
 
For further information, contact Mr Ric Delpizzo at the 
College on 9383 0400 

The canteen will  now  be offering lunch orders to all High 
School students . Order’s must be placed and paid for at 
the canteen before 8.30am. Lunch orders are to be picked 
up at the Commercial Kitchen window by 1.10pm.  

Health Information  
MEDICATION: If a parent requests the nurse 
administer medication to their child, they must 
complete a Medication Request Form, which is 
available from the College Nurse. The medication 
must be in its original container or packaging and 
clearly labelled with the following:     
 Name of medication, expiry date, Childs name,                          

dose and time to be administered. 
 If a student is required to carry and self-administer 

medication while at school, only a single measured 
dose for one school day can be brought onto the 
College premises. Medication must be carried on 
the student or locked in that student’s locker. 

 Students with asthma should carry their reliever 
medication with them at all times. 

 Students who have anaphylaxis are advised to 
have their epipens with them at all times. 

 Students who have documented anaphylaxis and 
are involved in after school activities eg, sport, 
drama etc, must carry their epipens with them. 

 Students who have other medical conditions 
requiring medication or treatment and are involved 
in after school activities, eg, sport, drama etc must 
ensure they have their medication/treatment with 
them at all times. 

 
HEAD LICE: As a preventative measure, could 
parents please check their child/ren’s hair regularly 
for head lice. Please inform class teacher or nurse if 
your child has head lice. For information about head 
lice, go to www.health.wa.gov.au/headlice. 
 
Mrs Jenny Hill—College Nurse 

Careers Corner 
EF High School Year Overseas 
An information night for 14-18 Year olds interested in an 
exchange year of high school through Education First (EF) is 
to be held on 26 Feb at EF Language School, 365 Beaufort 
St Highgate from 7.30pm-9.00pm. Contact EF on 1800 251 
866 or at www.ef.com 
 
Study Planner Rollout 
The rollout of John XXIII Study Planners for students from 
Years 7-12 is taking place over the next two weeks. Each 
student will receive a laminated A2 poster with school 
timetable and study information, room for writing timetables, 
goals, semester outlines etc. The posters can be written on 
with whiteboard marker and reused each term/semester. 
This is a once only purchase, as the study planner will last 
many years.  Please encourage your son/daughter to place 
the study planner in a visible place in their room and share 
with them your tips on organisation to help them get started 
with its use. 
 
Nursing Midwifery Information Afternoon 
The Department of Health is planning an Information 
afternoon on Monday 5th April from 1pm-3.30pm  for Year 
11/12 students interested in a career in Nursing and/or 
Midwifery. Students have been asked to register their interest 
with the Careers Counsellor, Mrs Sarah Hammond.  Email: 
hammond.sarah@johnxxiii.edu.au. 
 
Mrs Sarah Hammond  -  Careers Counsellor 

Congratulations  
Congratulations to Adam 
Glaskin (Year 12 ) who 
recently sailed in the Youth 
Sailing Championships.  
Prior to that, Adam also 
sailed in the National Open 
(all ages) Championships 
and came 6th over all out of 
29.  

Wanted for Art Dept. 
 Old sunglasses (for a drawing project) 
 Old toothbrushes (for use with clay) 
 Egg cartons  
 Ice Cream containers with lids 
 
Could you please leave any donations of the above 
at student reception.  Many thanks 
 
Ms Debra Ellery  Art Teacher 

Parent Association Meeting 
Please note Date Change  
The first Parent Association Meeting has been 
changed from Monday 16th February to  Tuesday 
24/2/2009 at 7pm in the John XXIII College Thomas 
More Exhibition Centre  
 

Situation Vacant 
The Parent Association are in need of a Treasurer. 
Job Requirements  - Ability to have a good time – 
Friendly – Can attend four meetings a year – Can 
spare  a few hours a term balancing the books ( very 
simple accounting).   
 

Please call Ric Delpizzo at the College:  9383 0400 



Year 9 Parent Get-Together 

Secondary News 
Parents of Year 10 Students 
 

The Year 10 students will be taking a fortnightly class in 
preparation for their Year 11 studies. The program, 
organised by our Careers Counsellor Ms Hammond, will 
focus on the following headings; 
 

What’s my Passion? 
Careers Interest Test. 
“Career” is More than Just a Job. 
How I Want to Work with People. 
Work Values. 
Career Building 
Occupational Research and Pathway Planning 
Career Decision Making Model 
Life After Year 10 
Employability Skills 

 
A detailed outline of the course has been posted on the 
College Webpage. 
 
Mr Robert Novacsek  -  Deputy Principal, Studies 

Saturday Netball Club 

A Year 12 Information Night will be held on 18th February in 
the Gonzaga Barry Lecture Theatre at GBLT commencing at 
7pm. 
 

 A variety of topics pertinent to Year 12 students will be  
covered. Materials will be issued on the night. 
 

Mr Robert Novacsek  - Deputy Principal, Studies  

Netball registration forms have now been distributed. If 
you did not get one last Wednesday at the information 
session in the gym, please go to Student Reception and 
get a form as soon as possible. Fees are to be paid at the 
Administration Office. This year we are only accepting 
eftpos, credit card or cheque. No cash is to be bought to 
the College. The form is to be placed in an envelope with 
your name and Year level on the front. It will be placed in a 
secure box. Registration forms must be in by Wednesday 
February 18th. 
 

Trials.  Attendance at all the dates is extremely 
important for you to have a fair chance.  Every girl is 
placed in a team at John XXIII College. Please be on 
time for name check. 
 

Saturday February 21st, March 7th and March 14th .   
Year 7  8:15am - 9:15am    Year 8  9:30am - 10:30am 
Year 9  10:45am - 11:45am ( first 2 weeks only) 
 
Thursday February 26th, March 5th 
Year 10, 11, 12     3:30pm - 4:30pm 
 

Please wear suitable netball attire. You do not have to 
wear the Club uniform. Please have your hair pinned back 
and also bring a labelled drink bottle. We do not share 
drink bottles at netball training. It is your responsibility to 
rehydrate. A snack is a good idea as well. 
JTC Saturday Netball Club is the College's largest club 
and it is a great club to be a part of. Many friends are 
made at the Club. Please be on time and do your very 
b e s t  a n d  e n j o y  t h e  c h a l l e n g e . 
 
Mrs Stephanie Alderman  -  Netball Coordinator  

Year 12 Information Night 

Friday 20th February  -  (Week 3) 
at the home of Tracy and Ross McLaren 

3 Cliff Road, Claremont  
7:00 – 9:30pm 

 

BYO drinks and a plate of food to share 
Please RSVP by Wednesday 18 February 

to one of the  Yr 9 Coordinators 
Tracy McLaren 9286 3084 
writer@midwest.com.au 

Yvonne Sassine 9384 5169 
ysassine@bigpond.net.au 

Jenny Kenny familykenny@bigpond.com   

ACC Swimming Training 
Training for all students who like to be part of the ACC 
Swimming Squad, has started and will continue every 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday 0645-0800 at the College 
Pool, leading up to the A Division Carnival on the 26th March.   
All enquires can be directed be Mr Clarke and Mr Edwards. 
 

Term 1 NAS Sport 
A reminder to all students and parents that, Term 1, NAS 
Sport starts in Week 3. For fixtures please check 
www.johnxxiii.edu.au and follow the links to Sport. 
Yr 7– Monday     -     Yr 8 & 9 – Tuesday   
Year 10 & 11/12 – Wednesday   
All fixtures should be finished by 5.30pm – 6.00pm at the 
latest.  For any Questions or queries contact the Sports 
Coordinator by phone (9383 0490) or email 
Maxwell.david@johnxxiii.edu.au    

IPSHA Co-Ed Swimming 
Carnival  
 

Following requests for this information at the recent Year 7 
Information Night, please note that the IPSHA Co-ed Years 
4—7 Swimming Carnival will be held on 10th March at 
4.00pm at Newman College Swimming Pool. 


