
 

 

 

 

Thursday 4th

Dear Parents, Students and Associates 

 February 2009 

Welcome back to John XXIII College for the commencement of the 2009 
Academic year.  A special welcome to all our new Kindy, Year 7, Year 8 and 
other new students who have joined our community.  We hope you will feel 
soon very much at home and congratulate you on the wonderful start you 
have made. The College also have a very significant group of new staff joining 
the College on a permanent or temporary basis.  Many of the new staff 
members are as a result of our exciting new Year 7 programme and others 
are as a result of Maternity Leave, Long Service Leave and natural renewal of 
staff. 

We welcome: 

Ms Anna Baker Mary Ward Centre Secondary  
Mrs Deborah Barraclough Mary Ward Centre Secondary  
Ms Genna Beros Primary 
Miss Sofia Bonomelli Primary 
Mr Timothy Bottrell Technology & Enterprise 
Ms Susan Buchanan Administration  
Fr Jamie Calder Chaplain (Sem 1 Only) 
Ms Michelle Camara Learning Enrichment 
Ms Genevieve Day Learning Enrichment & Mary Ward Centre Primary 
Mr Scott Duncan Maths 
Ms Madeline Ellis Primary 
Mr Ciaran Gallagher Maths 
Mrs Rebecca Garbenis Religious Education 
Mrs Meghann Gilmour Primary 
Mr Des Hardiman Business Manager 
Mrs Nitasha Horner Society &Environment 
Mrs Maria Lantzke Society &Environment 
Mrs Desa Lucas Languages 
Mr Justin Mann Learning Enrichment 
Mrs Sharon Milne Mary Ward Centre Primary 
Ms Kiri Moore Drama (Costume ) 
Mr Niall Mulligan Society &Environment 
Ms Sheryl Murphy Maths 
Mr David Nelson Year 7 Team 
Miss Lauren Nish Year 7 Team 
Miss Katie Persse Year 7 Team 



Ms Alexia Pinakis Mary Ward Centre Secondary  
Mrs Dawn Plummer Learning Enrichment 
Mrs  Tara Purcell  Primary ICT 
Ms Kate Raphael Drama 
Ms Catherine Rogan Primary 
Mrs Mary Jane Rowbottom Mary Ward Centre Primary 
Mrs Elena Rowson Languages 
Ms Anita Sprigg Health &Physical Education 
Miss Angela Tanham Primary 
Miss Jodie Tesoriero Languages 
Mr Cameron Tremayne Health &Physical Education 
Mrs Fay Wilson Admin 
Mr Tony Yates Year 7 Team 

 

Consistency of Excellence 

It has been delightful to return to our endeavours this year confident in the knowledge that our Year 
12 Class of 2008 have performed extremely well in their TEE exams and are now ready for the next 
exciting stage of their lives.  I often say to students that the reward for hard work at school is 
“choice”.  To get to the end of Year 12 and have a full range of tertiary and work place options 
available to you is a wonderful position to be in.  An analysis of our results will appear later in Term 
One, but it is worth nothing that within the group a General Exhibition, a Subject Exhibition (Drama), 
Certificates of Distinction for Art, Drama and History were awarded to this class.  The College was 
also recognised as being in the best 10 school in the state in the areas of Beliefs and Values, Drama 
Studies, English Literature, French, Political & Legal Studies, Computer Fundamentals and Wood 
Fabrication.  

I congratulate all the students and staff who worked together to make these wonderful results 
possible.  I believe it is the consistency of our excellent academic results that makes John XXIII 
College a unique learning community.  

 

400 Years of Loreto Education  

This year there will be several celebrations to mark the 400th anniversary of Loreto Education.  Our 
college is a proud member of an international network of Colleges who share the distinctive Loreto 
Charism.  Our celebrations will include Loreto Connect (10th -14th March), a celebration of the 400th 
anniversary Eucharist with the Archbishop on the 22nd

It is also time for us to show our appreciation to all the Loreto Sisters who have served the West 
Australian Community and especially those here at John XXIII College.  We are indeed fortunate to 
have Sr. Teresa and Sr. Leonie on staff and Sr. Marg Finlay on the College Council.  

 May, the unveiling of our Mary Ward 
Sculpture and the Mary Ward Justice Lecture and Book launch in September.  

 

 



Student Absences 

If your primary school aged child is going to be absent please telephone the College on 9383 0400 
and leave your child’s name and year level.  A note will still be required on the student’s return to 
school. 

If your secondary school aged child is going to be absent from the college please ring the 24 hour 
absentee number: 9383 0406 or you may Email; absentees@johnxxiii.edu.au.  For your convenience 
a handy fridge magnet which applies only to the secondary school

 

, is enclosed.  If the College has 
not been advised of a student’s absence you will be contacted during the morning by a 
representative of the College. It will save an enormous amount of work if you telephone the College 
and leave a message, or speak to Student Reception.  A note will still be required on the student’s 
return to school. 

Extended Absentees 

It is important to note that full time schooling in Australia is compulsory 

The College is often asked to give permission for students to be absent for an extended period of 
time for holidays etc.  

for children aged 6 to 17 
(exceptions can be made for students in other approved work place learning or private training). 

I cannot give permission

 

 unless there are reasons of health or compassion, 
representative sport commitments of similar opportunities.  Parents are asked to be aware of this 
when planning holidays as the College is unable to give permission for a student’s absence from full 
time schooling.  

College Newsletter 

In an effort to reduce the amount of paper used in the College as part of our sustainability initiatives, 
and to improve the effectiveness of our newsletter distribution, the College Newsletter is only 
available electronically.  To subscribe please log on to the John XXIII College website: 
www.johnxxiii.edu.au and follow the prompts.  You are encouraged to log on your home and work 
addresses to ensure maximum effectiveness of distribution. An example of how simple it is to 
subscribe is shown below  

  NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTION 

Your name: 

Jane Citizen
 

Email: 

citizenj@iinet.net.
 

HTML emails? 

 

Subscribe Cancel
  (press subscribe)  

 

mailto:absentees@johnxxiii.edu.au�


Condolences 

Sympathies to Mrs Lynne Crowe (previous staff member of the College) and family on the recent loss of 
their granddaughter Gemma. Our prayers are with Lynne and her family this sad time. 

  

Medical Update Forms 

The College will be sending to all families a Medical Update Form within the next few weeks.  It is 
imperative that these forms are updated and returned to the College as soon as possible.  The College takes 
the health and welfare of your child very seriously and should an emergency arise the information you 
provide on the medical update could make the world of difference.  Students who have not forwarded their 
forms back to the College will not be able to participate in excursions and other College outings.   

 

Forthcoming Events for February 

Saturday 7th

Friday 13

 February:    Year 12 Dinner Dance 

th

Saturday 14

 February:  Year 7 Parents Welcome at the College commencing at 6.30pm 

th

Monday 16

 February:  Year 8 Parents Welcome at the College commencing at 6.30pm  

th

     Year 5 and 6 Parent Meeting commencing at 7.30pm 

 February:  Year 4 Parent Meeting commencing at 6.30pm 

     House Swimming Carnival at Challenge Stadium  

Wednesday 18th

     Year 2 Parent Meeting at 7.30pm 

 February:  Pre-primary and Year 1 Parent Meeting at 6.30pm 

Thursday 19th

     Year 3 Parent Meeting and Reconciliation Information Night 6.30pm 

 February:  College Opening Mass  

Friday 20th

Wednesday 25

 February:  Year 9 Parent Welcome (to be held at the home of Year 9 Parent 
     Coordinator Ms Tracey McLaren) 

th

 

 February  Ash Wednesday 

Parking at the College (an edited extract from a letter received from 
the City of Nedlands 

You may be aware that the City of Nedlands Rangers came to an agreement whereby, within reason, 
parents were permitted to park a portion of their vehicle on the footpath when dropping off and picking up 
their children.  We were taking a common sense approach to this, and as long as we were happy that a 
wheelchair or pram was able to pass the vehicle on the footpath safely, no infringement would be issued. 



It would appear that this good will on behalf of the Council has been lost because of repeated disregard of 
these regulations. (Edited by the College) 

The Council has now decided that in order to avoid another misunderstanding between rangers and 
parents that parking on the footpath in whole or part will not be permitted under any circumstances

Council has agreed that for two weeks, rangers will be at the school to educate parents on the new 
ruling, and hand out written warnings over this period.  After that, vehicles will be infringed for being 
parked on any portion of the foot path.  Vehicles must be completely on the road surface at all times, 
and there will be no compromise. 

. 

Infringements will be issued for this offence from Monday 16th February 

 

Speech Night 2009  

The College has secured a date for the 2009 Speech Night of the 28th October at the Perth Convention 
Centre.  We ask that all families keep this date free as the occasion will be compulsory

 

 for students from 
Year 4 to Year 11. 

College Opening Mass 

The College year will be dedicated and blessed on the 19th

 

 February.  This year, we are restricting the 
invitation to the Mass to students and staff as our increased numbers means we are at capacity in the 
College gymnasium.  There will be other opportunities in the year for parents to join in our Liturgical 
Celebrations.  

Two types of hats 

Please be aware that all students in the college require a college Sun Hat (or cap); and all students riding 
their bikes to school must have an appropriately fitted safety helmet

These  two forms of head protection are essential for the safety and wellness of all students.  

.  To be effective the helmet must be 
buckled. 

 

Alumni News 

Congratulations to Katrina Porter who was recently awarded the “Order of Australia” Medal.  The citation 
in the Australian Government Gazette said of Katrina “She represented Australia in an exemplary manner 
and brought great credit to herself, the Australian team and the nation.” 

Katrina was a gold medal for the 100m backstroke at the Paralympic Games in September.  

 

 



Study Tours 

The College is delighted with the safe return of our travellers to Japan and Europe.  Both groups have 
returned home after extraordinary experiences of language and culture in Japan and Italy.  My heartfelt 
thanks to the teachers who gave up their holidays to accompany the students; Ms Glass, Mr Roepen and 
Ms James to Japan and Mrs Triscari, Mrs Grassi, Miss O’Connor, and Ms Coniglio to Italy.  The good will and 
generosity of these staff should never be taken for granted.  As anyone who travelled with their own 
teenager knows it can be very challenging.  Travelling with up to thirty students can be a variety of things, 
but never a holiday!! 

 

I am looking forward to a great year with all our new initiatives and programmes.  The College is ready 
thanks to our wonderful Grounds, Maintenance, ICT and office teams who have worked through the 
holidays. 

Under the patronage of Blessed John XXIII, Mary Ward and St. Ignatius, I am sure we will all learn and grow. 

Yours sincerely 

 
 
 
 
 
Mrs Anne Fry 
Principal  
 

 


