
Dear Parents, Students and Friends of John XXIII College 

Chaplain Calls 
The feast of the Triumph of the Cross brings into 
f o c u s  t h e  s t o r y  o f  H e l e n a ,  t h e 
Emperor  Constantine’s mother.  In her uninhibited 
eighties she set sail for Jerusalem to find the cross 
of Jesus and his tomb.  To her satisfaction, she 
found the site of the Holy Sepulchre and 
established a church on that site which is venerated 
by pilgrims around the world. 
 
The true cross was more elusive. It was claimed 
that after the death of Jesus, the leaders of the 
Jews had hidden the cross in a Jerusalem 
well.  One of the Jewish leaders told the Empress 
Helena in which well to look. The story goes that 
they dug for days and found three crosses. They 
weren’t sure which one was the true cross, so the 
bishop of Jerusalem, St. Macarius, sent the crosses 
off to the bedside of a dying woman. She touched 
the first two crosses to no effect, but on touching 
the third cross she immediately recovered. St 
Helena had found the true cross. The true cross 
remained in the Church in Jerusalem till the 7th 
Century. Some years later, when Jerusalem was 
looted, the cross was taken to Persia. In the later 
part of the 7th Century, Emperor Heraclius 
overthrew the Persian regime and brought the 
cross back to Jerusalem.  
 
Today’s feast  commemorates this return.  At the 
same time we stop and reflect on this instrument of 
torture that was used to kill Jesus. We see on the 
cross the price Jesus paid for living out his 
humanity to the full, for his sacrificial and selfless 
love in confronting evil head on. Through this cross 
we are invited, perhaps among our acquaintances 
and friends whose lives have been recently 
shattered by tragedy  and hopelessness, to look up 
and not let hate or despair overtake us. Finally the 
cross stands as the sign that God does not 
condemn us and does not want us to perish, but 
through the struggle within our own lives, we too 
can choose to make faith, love and forgiveness, 
lead us to life. 
 
Fr Gaetan Pereira sj  -  College Chaplain 
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During the week I received a letter from the Vatican 
thanking the College Community for the gift sent to 
Pope Benedict XVI  
 

Dear Mrs Fry 
I am writing to thank you for the message and 
portrait which you and the school community kindly 
offered for the Holy Father’s acceptance during his 
Pastoral visit to Australia for World Youth Day.  He 
very much appreciates the sentiments which 
prompted this thoughtful gesture. 
 

Hia Holiness wishes  me to assure you all that he 
prays daily for the young people of today confident 
that their faith brings hope  for the world of 
tomorrow.  Invoking God’s abundant graces upon 
the staff, pupils, families and friends of the John 
XXIII College community, he cordially imparts his 
Apostolic Blessing as a pledge of joy and peace in 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Archbishop Fernando Filoni 
 

I would like thank Miss Pell, Mr Roepen and all the 
Year 4 students who worked so hard on this project.  
It is through their initiative and creativity that our 
college has received this Apostolic Blessing 
 
 

It was wonderful to welcome back to the College 
last weekend, the graduating class of 2007.   Over a 
beautiful Saturday morning brunch served by this 
Years’ SRC, the class of 2007 shared their news of 
study, travel, work and a little romance! They  were 
glad to be back on familiar ground and I hope they 
will continue to support each other in friendship over 
these first crucial years away from the school 
environment.  It is a feature often commented upon 
by past parents that one of the great benefits of a 
John XXIII College education for their children was 
a great, co-ed group of friends with which to share 
the joys and challenges of young adult life. 
 

Thank you to Mrs Gingell, Mr Mazur and the SRC 
Staff for promoting this reunion. 
 
 

Congratulations to Mrs Morell and the Year Three 
students on their enchanting performance of “The 
Emperor’s New Clothes”.  Despite their very young 
ages the entire cast of singers, dancers and actors 
are to be congratulated for bringing  this classic 
fairy tale to life.  A special thank you to the 
wonderful band of make-up artists and costume 
designers who gave each character such 
distinctiveness.  I look forward to an encore at the 
Gala Concert on Saturday night at the Concert Hall.  
Tickets are still available from BOCS Ticketing 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
Anne Fry  -  Principal   

Congratulations to...... 
Katrina Porter (class of 2005) who won a Gold 
Medal and set a new World Record in the 
swimming at the Beijing Para Olympics. 
The College Community sends you our best 
wishes. 



Primary News 
 

Father’s Day Mass and Morning Tea 
Thank you to Miss Rebecca Bull and the students of 6B for the 
wonderful Father’s Day Mass they prepared last Friday.  It was 
wonderful to see so many dads taking time out from their busy 
days to be at the Mass and to enjoy the sunshine during 
morning tea.  We hope all the dads had a wonderful Father’s 
Day. 
 
First Holy Communion 2008 
On Sunday 21st September, the Year Four children will receive 
their First Holy Communion at St Joseph’s Church in Subiaco.  
Under the guidance of their teachers Miss Pell and Mr Roepen 
the children have spent the term preparing for this special day.  
This preparation will culminate in a day of Retreat on Friday 19 
September at the Holy Rosary Parish Centre in Nedlands.  We 
ask that you keep the Year Four children, their families, their 
teachers and Father Gaetan in your prayers. 
 
Upcoming Events 
 
Monday 15 September:   
Holy Communion Rehearsal at St Joseph’s Subiaco (1.30pm-
3.00pm) 
 
Friday 19 September: 
Pre-primary to Year Three Assembly at 9.00am (3H) 
Holy Communion Retreat at Holy Rosary Parish Nedlands 
 
Ms Adriana Coniglio 4-7 and Mrs Liz Gardner KG-3  

VACSWIM 2008/2009 
An information booklet has been distributed to 
all students in the primary school this week 
outlining details on the October and January 
2009 Vacation Swimming classes. Secondary 
students can visit the PE office and receive the 
package if they are interested. 

NEWSLETTER ONLINE: 
To subscribe to the “online” College Newsletter please go to College Website: www.johnxxiii.edu.au, click on Newsletter 
and complete the online subscription form 

Year 8 Parent Information  
We hope that the first six months as parents of Year Eight 
students at JTC have been successful. 
 

Forthcoming Events 
End of Year Function 
Saturday 25 October – Please keep this date free for our 
big Year Eight Function for the year.  It will be held at 
Phillip’s Cafe in Napoleon Street Cottesloe.  There will be 
more information coming out closer to the date. 
Volunteers required - Orientation Day  
2009 Year Eights on Saturday 15 November 
It is traditional for the Year Eight parents to organise, 
along with the school, the Orientation Day for new Year 
Eight students.  We will require an army of volunteers,and 
for each family to provide a plate/platter of food.  Could 
you please contact one of the coordinators if you are able 
to assist.  More information will be sent out closer to the 
date.   
Coordinators for Next Year We would love to hear from 
people who are interested in being coordinators for Year 
9, 2009.  
Sally Kenny: 9386 2534   lke10659@bigpond.net.au  
Vicki Rowdon: 9284 2654  jrowdon@iprimus.com.au 
Susan Lynch: 9387 5436 mlynch@westnet.com.au  
Sally Chaney: 9384 1443 schaney@iinet.net.au  

Congratulations 
Go for ‘2 & 5’ State Championships 2008 
Congratulations to Rebecca Thornton (3H) and Maddison 
Korn (3S) who participated in the Level 3B State 
Championships 2008 on Saturday the 6th at the State 
Gymnastics Centre.  Rebecca won an individual silver medal 
and Maddison placed 4th for the floor routine. Their team 
placed 2nd overall to claim the silver medal. 
 
This was a fantastic effort considering most of their 
competitors were at least one and in some cases two years 
older. Well done girls!  

Alumni  
 

1st Year Reunion Class 2007 
The first year reunion for the Class of 2007 was held at 
the College in the Exhibition Centre last Saturday 
morning.  There were approximately 150 past students 
including the current SRC members, the Principal Mrs 
Anne Fry and Teacher Mr Peter Mazur.  The weather was 
gorgeous and the brunch delicious.  It was hastily 
consumed by beautifully mannered past students who all 
seemed delighted to be back at JTC, if only for the 
morning.  Since leaving school, some career paths have 
changed, there was much discussion about part time 
jobs, the joys of being at University or some other higher 
educational institute and finally being allowed to sleep in 
on a week day. 
 

The SRC did an amazing job decorating the Exhibition 
Centre with photos of 2007, preparing and cleaning up 
after the reunion.  A huge thank you to all and to Mr 
Mazur who coordinated and contributed to the day.  
Thank you also to Mr Wayne Burke and Mr Ric Del Pizzo 
for their contribution prior to the reunion. 
Photos taken on the morning can be viewed by the 
Alumni on the web site www.johxxiii.edu.au 
 

John XXIII Alumni Football Tipping Competition  
Congratulations to the past students who won the Footy 
Tipping Competition; Benjamin Letham (Class of 1995) 
scored of 132 and Andrew Lim (Class of 2000) scored 
128.  Over 100 people regularly played footy tipping 
through the John XXIII web site.  Congratulations on 
being part of the Inaugural Team. Tipping is now closed 
for 2008, but please keep it in mind for 2009.   
 

Mrs Anna Gingell  -  Alumni Development Officer 

Jellybeans Vacation Care  
Jellybeans Vacation Care will operate from Tuesday 30th 
September through to and including the Pupil Free Day on 
Monday 13th October.  
 
A Program and Booking Form for the upcoming October 
school holidays is now available.  
 
Please contact Nicola on 0417 919 257 for further 
information. 



Health Information  
 

WHY EAT BREAKFAST? 
 

Breakfast refuels the body with vitamins, minerals and 
energy needed for a busy morning’s activities. When we 
do not eat breakfast we are more likely to feel restless, 
unable to concentrate, lack energy, suffer headaches and 
nausea. 
It is important to encourage children to eat breakfast. A 
good night’s sleep followed by breakfast in the morning 
helps children stay active and concentrate at school. It 
also means your child is less likely to get too hungry 
during the morning. 
Don’t forget how important your example is. Let your child 
see you making time to enjoy breakfast every day. 
Here are some healthy breakfast ideas: 
 

• Heart tick cereal and low fat milk 
• Fresh fruit salad 
• Slices of wholegrain toast or fruit bread with healthy 

spread 
• Fresh or stewed fruit and yoghurt 
• Baked beans on wholemeal or multigrain toast 
• Scrambled or poached eggs on toast 
• Omelette with tomatoes, mushrooms, and spinach. 
• Fruit smoothie with milk or yoghurt 
• Grilled cheese and tomato on wholemeal or multigrain 

toast. 
• Wrap a banana in wholemeal bread or fruit bread 

 

Jenny Hill  -  College Nurse  

Valete - Year 12 Parents and Students 
 

IMPORTANT NEWS FOR YEAR 11s 
 
All Year 11students are invited to a meeting on Tuesday 
16th Sept at 1:00pm in the Gonzaga Barry Lecture 
Theatre.    The purpose of the meeting is to call for 
volunteers for Valete night on Friday 24th October. 
It is traditional for the Year 11 cohort to support the Year 
12 Leavers by assisting at Valete.  Please come along 
and put your name down.  We need many volunteers to 
make this a great night.  Remember it’s your turn next 
year!!  Being a volunteer on Valete night is really fun.  
There will be FREEBIES for those who attend the 
meeting this Tuesday. 
 

2008 Valete Organising Committee 
Tracy McLaren  -  2008 Valete Organising Committee 
Email : writer@midwest.com.au    
Mobile : 0417 011 406 

Careers Corner 
UWAY is a scheme which allows TEE examination 
students whose achievements have been adversely 
affected by certain disadvantages, to apply for special 
entry to an undergraduate degree course at the University 
of Western Australia.  UWay applies a notional 
adjustment to your TER according to the disadvantage 
you have experienced. This does not change your actual 
TER, the adjustment is only for the purposes of your 
UWay application.  If your actual TER falls below the cut-
off for your desired course, it is possible that your notional 
(adjusted) TER will gain you a place.  Parents wishing to 
find out more about the conditions are encouraged to 
contact the Careers Counsellor  at the College, Sarah 
Hammond on 9383 0472. 
 
Free Cool Science Fair 
Triple S (Science for School Students) Science Fairs are 
free events held at metropolitan schools each year to 
promote science to middle school students – particularly 
Year 7-10 students. Embracing different fields of science, 
30-40 ‘hands-on’ interactive displays are presented by 
scientists and engineers from the four public universities 
and representatives from other organisations such as 
Scitech. Displays can range from health and nutrition to 
tin casting, chemistry magic and renewable energy; to 
aeronautics and robotics.  The next Science Fair will be 
on Wednesday 24 September from 5.30pm-8.30pm 
hosted at Newman College, Empire Avenue Churchlands. 
Eureka Program 
 
Thinking Ahead, Perth’s only organisation offering 
workshops for gifted students, have a great residential 
program this October holidays for gifted adolescents 
Years 8 -10. There are only 35 places available in total 
and the course outline looks fantastic. Visit 
www.thinkingahead.com.au for details on cost, location, 
accommodation etc. 
 
Sarah Hammond – Careers Counsellor 
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AUDITIONS FOR CHAMBER CHOIR/CONCERT BAND 
AND ORCHESTRA FOR 2009 
Auditions for the above ensembles will be held in the 
final week of Term 3. Audition information, time slots 
and Music is available from the Music Office now. 
 

Monday 22 September 7:30 – 8:30  
Percussion/Brass/Winds (except Flutes) 
Tuesday 23 September  7:30 – 8:30 
Strings 
Wednesday 24 September 3:30 – 5:30 
Chamber Choir 
Thursday 25 September  7:30 – 8:30 
Brass/Winds/Flutes 
Friday 26 September 3:30 – 5:30 
Chamber Choir 
Sunday 21 September  5:30 
Final Twilight Recital for 2008  
Gonzaga Barry Lecture Theatre.  

Canteen Roster Term 3 
Mon 15th Sept  Rebecca Lalor   
Tue  16th   Claire Croudace   
Wed 17th    Kristin Serra   
Thurs 18th   Sonia Jones   
Fri 19th   Emily Linsen and Kathryn Mory    
Mon 22nd   Linda Yapp  
Tues 23rd   Lisa Molony   
Wed 24th    Lucy & Lanny   
Thurs 25th              TBC 
Fri 26th   TBC 



Secondary News 

NEWSLETTER ONLINE:  To subscribe to the “online” College Newsletter please go to College Website: www.johnxxiii.edu.au, click on 
Newsletter and complete the online subscription form 

Congratulations to.. 
Laura Chevis (Year 9) who passed her Ballet exam 
with Honours, and  was chosen by national examiner 
Marilyn Jones OBE to receive the Kira Bousloff Award 
for Pre-Elementary in the Borovansky syllabus, 
recognising the best performance at this level in 
Western Australia.  Well done, Laura. 
 

Patrick Hoey and Konrad Herewini, (Year 11) who 
recently competed in the State S/C Swimming 
Championships.  Konrad won 5 gold medals and 1 
silver medal.  Patrick  won 4 gold medals and 1 silver 
medal.  Great work, Konrad and Patrick! 

ROWING CLUB NEWS 
The boys rowing season is due to start in Term Four 
with a “HAVE A GO DAY for BOYS” who wish to join 
the club (Year 8-12).  Come along and have a go!!! 
Chat to our coach Cameron Haines, senior rowers and 
parents of the club.  A Sausage sizzle will be held at the 
end of the day. 
WHEN : Sunday 14th September 2008 
TIME:    8am-9am 
WHERE:JTC Rowing Club, Canning Bridge 
Applecross  
 

Maintenance  -  Clean Up Day; Sunday 
14th September from 9am onwards 
Calling on  rowing parents to help Clean 
Up the Rowing Shed /maintenance on 
equipment in preparation for the Boys 
season.  
 
Boys Rowing Season Registration  
WHEN: Wednesday 17th September at 7.00pm  
Where:  Multi Purpose Room 
NB. Discount on fees given to those who register on the 
night or alternatively if you can’t make the registration 
night forms can be downloaded from the College 
website (see Community-Rowing) Any queries on any of 
t h e  d a t e s  a b o v e  p l e a s e  e m a i l 
ehlersjule@iprimus.com.au     

Cricket Anyone? 
 
Claremont – Nedlands Cricket 
Club are holding pre-season 
training and looking for any Yr 10 
& Yr 11 boys interested in Cricket.  
 
Train ing sessions are on 
Wednesday’s 4.30pm – 6pm at 
Scotch Playing fields. 

Secondary Safety 
The College has had several concerned 
parents and members of the General 
Public contact us with concern about our 
“P” Plate Drivers who are driving 
recklessly in the College precinct.  Extra 
care by all drivers is required in and 
around the College where so many young 

children are getting in and out of vehicles. 
 

The other issue relates to students waiting for the Bus on 
Mooro Drive.  Concern is expressed that students are 
standing on the kerb with their loaded back packs facing 
the road.  The possibility of being hit by a car or bus is 
REAL.  Common sense must be used by all students at 
all times.  

Netball Trophy and Wind Up Night 
The Netball Trophy and Wind-Up night will take place on 
Tuesday 16th September from  6:30pm to 8:30pm in the 
Exhibition Centre at the College. Please bring a plate to 
share and your own drinks. Parents are very welcome to 
attend. 
 
It is also the AGM and new committee members are 
needed. Please let me know if you would like to be 
nominated for a committee member position.  I will also 
be seeking new coaches, umpires and managers for next 
season. It is vital that parents and past students make a 
commitment to the John XXIII College Netball Club if we 
are going to make progress next year. I would like to 
prepare for next season as early as possible. If there are 
any parents who are ex-netballers who can make a 
contribution, even if it is for a few specific training 
sessions, for example shooting techniques and circle 
strategies, please contact me.  
 
There will be a special forum on Tuesday 23rd 
September at 7pm in the Exhibition Centre where a 
proposal to amalgamate the Senior and Junior netball 
clubs will be discussed. If you have any thoughts on this 
matter please attend this meeting.  
 
JTC has 6 teams in the Grand Final this Saturday. Game 
times are 11:30am and 1pm. Congratulations to Opal 
(Yr12), Pearl (Yr 9), Tiger Eye (Yr 9), Crystal (Yr 9), 
Topaz (Yr 8) and Platinum (Yr 8) for reaching the final 
weekend. Please come and cheer for our teams and wear 
our colours of yellow and blue. One week to go. Let's 
make it an enjoyable one!! 
 

Mrs Stephanie Alderman  -  Coordinator  


