
For the last two weeks the College 
has been hosting staff and students 
from Notre Dame de Sion College 
in Marseilles, France. It has been a 
pleasure to have these visitors who 
have endured Perth’s heat wave with 
enthusiasm and good grace.  

Notre Dame de Sion is the College that hosted 
our students and staff when they were on the 
French Study Tour in December 2006. The 
chance to build international networks with 
other Colleges is very important at John XXIII 
College and this year we will host visitors 
from France, Italy, Sabah, Japan and, yet to 
be confirmed, a group of sportswomen from 
England. 

Each of these experiences is an enriching time 
for both the visitor and the host, and it is only 
possible because of the generous hospitality 
of our staff and families. Thank you very much 
to my colleagues, students and families for 
welcoming our guests from Marseilles into 
your classrooms and homes. 

Our own John XXIII students also have 
wonderful opportunities to undertake study 
tours and Pilgrimages that will take them 
all over Australia and the world. This year 
students are likely to travel to India, Vietnam, 
Borneo or China, France, Wales/England 
and within Australia to Melbourne (Drama 
Excursion) and the Pilbara. 

As a link to this article, I am directing you to 
our proposed schedule of tours for 2006-2011 
and the College policy on such tours, which is 
available on our website:  
 www.johnxxiii.wa.edu.au. 

All tours that leave John XXIII College must 
be in spirit with the mission statement of the 
College which “seeks to develop people of 

competence, conscience and compassion 
who are committed to God and the service 
of others.” This separates our tours from 
other forms of travel and occasionally this 
causes some restrictions on the itineries and 
schedules. We are not and never will be an 
agency for general purpose travel. Education 
and formation are the core commitments of  
John XXIII College policy on study tours. 

As we say, Au revior to our French students let 
us be aware of the great richness that comes 
from meeting other people from cultures 
different from our own. 

With every blessing

(Mrs) Anne Fry 
Principal
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In the spirit of John XXIII, Mary Ward and Ignatius Loyola, our College seeks to develop people of competence, conscience and 

compassion, who are committed to God and the service of others.

Important Change

The Curriculum Council has rescheduled 
the compulsory Courses of Study 
Professional Development Day from  
23 April to 1 June. This is a major 
disruption to our calendar over which 
the College has no control. For our 
community this means Monday 23rd and 
24th of April will be normal teaching days.  
We obviously will understand if families 
have made holiday plans that cannot be 
changed, but the College will operate 
on these two days. 1 June will be a 
closure day for Years 8-12. I apologise 
for these changes which are beyond our 
control. 



Anaphylaxis is the most severe 
and sudden form of allergic 
reaction and is potentially life 
threatening. 

We have a number of students in the 
College who can suffer Anaphylaxis 
due to food allergies. The College 
has Guidelines for the Management 
of Anaphylaxis with the intent to 
minimise the risk of exposure to 
known allergens within the College 
environment.

Prevention Strategies:

 Teach your child not to share food 
or drink and to wash their hands 
before and after eating.

 If your child has a food 
anaphylaxis, it is preferred that 
food for your child is supplied from 
home.

 Removal of items with the known 
allergen as a listed ingredient has 
been removed from the canteen 
and food production department. 
This does not apply to those foods 
labelled ‘may contain traces of 
those items’, e.g. ‘traces of nuts’.

 Food allergy awareness posters 
have been placed in canteen, 
food production department and 
primary class windows.

 When there are shared food 
events in primary classes, parents 
are sent a letter requesting no 
nut products be sent to school. 
Parents of students with allergies 
are requested to supply that 
student with their own food from 
home.

 Canteen and food production 
department are given the list of 
students with food allergies.

 When a child with a food allergy in 
primary school has a lunch order 
could parents please ensure their 
food allergy is written in red on 
lunch bag.

Parents are requested to not send 
food containing peanut paste/Nutella 
or any other nut product to school 
with your child.

Thank you for your co-operation and 
support. 

Jenny Hill, College Nurse

Around the Primary

Primary 
House Day
This was a fun and enjoyable day 
that gave us all the opportunity to 
learn about the College founders 
and spend time in our Houses. 

Thank you to all involved in the 
running of Primary House Day 2007, 
particularly: to the Year 7 House 
Captains for their enthusiasm in 
planning and presenting to all the 
Houses; to Mrs Van Vlemen and all 
the parents who cooked the sausage 
sizzle, we thank you for all your efforts; 
to Mr Wayne Burke and Mr Alan 
Morris for assisting with our set-up 
requirements. Finally, to the staff of the 
Primary School, thank you once again 
for facilitating creative and pleasurable 
after lunch activities.

Food Allergies

Last week I attended a briefing at 
the Catholic Education Office on our 
WALNA Data for 2006. There is much 
good news in our results which also 
highlight areas for improvement. The 
numbers in brackets are the State-
wide average which I have provided 
for a comparison. The figures are the 
percentage of students performing at 
or above the benchmarks.

Year 3

Reading 100 (93.7)
Writing 98 (88.8)
Numeracy 88 (88)
Spelling 93 (83.2)

Year 5

Reading 100 (92.1)
Writing 100 (84.7)
Numeracy 100 (85.8)
Spelling 95 (81.9)

Year 7

Reading 97 (83.8)
Writing 98 (85.3)
Numeracy 97 (83.6)
Spelling 93 (78.4)

Mrs Anne Fry, Principal

WALNA 
Results

Project 
Compassion
Well done to the children of the 
Primary School who in their first 
week raised $500.50 for Project 
Compassion. 

In particular, congratulations to the 
Year 1 and Year 5 classes who raised 
the highest amount for their respective 
cluster and were awarded with extra 
play on Friday.Canteen 

Closure
Please note that the Canteen will not be 
open on Thursday 15 March. The College 
will be hosting a major function on behalf 
of the Archbishop of Perth that evening, 
and the canteen and pavilion will be 
required as part of the catering service. We 
apologise for any inconvenience.



Secondary

Year 8 Super Start Music News:
Twilight Recital 

The second recital for the year will 
be held in the Gonzaga Barry Lecture 
Theatre commencing at 5:30 pm on 
Sunday 25 March. 

Interested participants should collect 
details and forms from the Music Office. 
All welcome at the recital — please stay 
afterwards and enjoy supper and meet 
other Music parents and members of 
the Music Department.

Parent/Tutor Evening

An instrumental parent/tutor evening will 
be held in the Thomas Moore Exhibition 
Centre (please note change of venue 
from previous years) on Tuesday 
evening 20 March commencing at 
7:00 pm. All music students who learn 
instruments at the College should have 
received a letter home concerning 
this event. Parents are asked to make 
appointments directly with the tutor, not 
the Music Office. Each individual tutor 
has their own timesheet.

Holy Week Concert

Music for Holy Week Concert will be 
held in the Chapel commencing at  
7:00 pm on Tuesday 3 April. 
Performances will include Pachelbel’s 
Magnificat, performed by the Chamber 
Choir, as well as music by JTC Voices 
and instrumental music.

A number of parents have been 

asking what Year 8 students 

have been learning in their 

Society and Environment 

Classes, and what the ‘Super 

Start Learning to Learn Program’ 

is. Interestingly, some parents 

have asked “When is the real 

stuff in Society and Environment 

going to be taught?” 

The Super Start Learning to Learn  
(L to L) program is a package of tools 
and skills that are foundational to your 
child’s success in school. Students in 
the program are taught the social skills 
of life such as listening and working 
collaboratively; cognitive tools taught 
include that of evaluation as well as 
Mind Mapping. Students discover 
and familiarise themselves with their 
learning styles, how to capitalise 
on their different strengths to learn 
effectively and optimally. Computer 
literacy is assured in the L to L 
program and students are also taught 
how to research effectively using a 
variety of data sources and tools in the 
Library and Information Centre. 

The goal of the L to L program is to 
help students become independent, 
life long learners who have developed 
the skills, disposition and attitude 
necessary for success in life. 
Compelling evidence from Australia 
and overseas has demonstrated that 
the more students use the skills and 
tools taught in L to L, the more they 
improve academically, socially and 
creatively. The tools are transferable 
to all subject areas and are also 
applicable to situations outside of 
school.  A writer once said that the 
illiterates of the 21st century will be 
those who do not know how to learn 
and unlearn and relearn!

Currently, most Year 8 classes are 
working on their library research skills 
and should be starting their ‘Ancient 

NAS
There is a NAS bye on 13 and 14 
March. The last round of fixtures is on 
20 and 21 March with Finals (1v2, 3v4) 
on 27 and 28 March. 

Term 2 NAS

Sports offered include: 

Year 8: Netball (A&B), Soccer (boys 
and girls), Volleyball (girls), Touch 
Rugby (boys and girls), Football. 

Year 9: Same as for Year 8 and 
Badminton (boys and girls). 

Year 10: Netball (A&B), Soccer, 
Volleyball (girls), Football. 

Year 11/12: Netball (A&B), Soccer, 
Volleyball (boys and girls)

The Year 9 Boys and Senior Boys play 
in the Champion Schools Competitions. 

Track and 
Field 
Congratulations to College students 
Rian Munks and Eoghan Curtin 
(Year 9) and Joe Kiereth (Year 11) 
who competed in the 2007 WA State 
Track and Field Championships last 
weekend.  

Rian won Bronze in the Girls U16 
400 m, Eoghan won Gold in the Boys 
U16 200 m Hurdles and Silver in the 
U16 800 m and 400 m.

 

Civilizations’ module of study within 
the next fortnight.

Dr Margaret Yoon, SOSE 
Leaning Area Coordinator

Year 8 Parent 
Interviews
A time for interviews with Tutor  
teachers has been arranged for Monday 
12 March, between 3:15 pm and  
4:00 pm. A letter has been sent to 
all parents involved.  Preferred time 
selection forms should now have been 
returned to Tutor Teachers.



 Friday 9 March  

 PP-Year 3 Assembly at 9:00 am (2E).

 Year 4-7 Assembly at 12:15 pm in the 
Old Lecture Theatre (7C).

 Year 12 Manresa

 Saturday 10 March

 Family Fun Picnic: Make sure you 
have this date firmly circled in your 
calendar. 

 Fun, family activities and a great 
chance to meet up with friends, old 
and new. 

 Monday 12 March 

 Paraliturgy for Year 3 children 
receiving the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation prepared by Year 6 
and 7 students.

 Wednesday 14 March

 Year 4-7 Mass in the Chapel (5H). 

 Friday 16 March

 Pre-Primary to Year 3 Assembly: 
9:00 am in the Old Lecture Theatre 
(3M)      

 Year 4-7 Assembly: 12:15 pm in the 
Old Lecture Theatre (5E). 

WEBSITE: www.johnxxiii.edu.au  |  EMAIL: jtc@johnxxiii.edu.au  |  TELEPHONE: (08) 9383 0400

Coming 
Events

DANGEROUS PARKING 
IS AS LETHAL AS 
DANGEROUS DRIVING!

The Catholic Education Office is hosting a 
series of free Parent Information Sessions. 
Each session will commence at 7:30 pm 
and free crèche facilities are available for 
those who register.

The venue will be James Nestor Hall, 
Catholic Education Office, 50 Ruislip 
Street, Leederville.  

 19 March

 Communicating with Teenagers 
- Barriers & Skills

 21 May

 Understanding Teenager Needs & 
Development - RSVP 14 May

 18 June

 Community Resources & Self Care 
for Parents - RSVP 11 June

 20 August

 Understanding Conflict With Your 
Teenagers – RSVP 13 August

 17 September

 Communicating with Children 
– RSVP 10 September

 22 October

 Single Parent Families - RSVP  
15 October

Parents who are interested in attending 
are urged to register with the Catholic 
Education Office on 6380 5202.

Parenting 
Sessions

French 
Exchange 
Visit 
For the last two weeks, students 
in Years 11 and 12 have hosted 
a group of French visitors and 
their accompanying teachers 
from Notre Dame de Sion 
College in Marseille, France. 

During this time, our overseas friends 
have participated in a variety of 
activities, including practical lessons 
at the College, excursions to such well 
known West Australian landmarks as 
Rottnest Island, Caversham Wildlife 
Park, the Pinnacles and Kings Park, 
where they witnessed a traditional 
Aboriginal dance. 

They were also fortunate enough to  
be invited to tour Parliament House, 
where they met the Honourable  
Mr Colin Barnett.

We would like to thank the host families 
for their generosity in welcoming 
our visitors into their homes and 
the Principal and staff of John XXIII 
College for their excellent organisation 
of what has been a most successful 
student exchange tour. 

We look forward eagerly to our return 
visit to Notre Dame de Sion in the not 
too distant future.

The LOTE Department


