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Important Information to Parents and Students 
 
Year 8 is a foundational stage of a student's academic, social, emotional, spiritual and physical 
development as they begin their journey through adolescence. The learning experiences available at 
the College endeavour to provide students with opportunities to grow in each of these areas. 
 
Year 8 is an important year to establish core understandings in all Learning Areas with students 
experiencing learning opportunities across a variety of courses. All students will study the following 
core areas: Religious Education, Computing Fundamentals, English, Health Education, Humanities and 
Social Sciences (HASS), a Language (or English Support), Mathematics, Philosophy, Physical Education 
(PE) and Science. Students will also study three Electives throughout the year. A student's learning 
program at John XXIII College will consist of the following period allocations per ten-day cycle:  
 
Subject Periods per fortnight 
Religious Education 8 
English  8 
Mathematics 8 
Science 8 
Humanities and Social Sciences 8 
Language/English Support 6 
Health and Physical Education 6 
Philosophy 4 (studied for a term) 
Computing Fundamentals 4 (studied for a term) 
Electives x 3 4 each (studied for a semester) 
 
The learning and teaching programs are aligned, where mandated, to the Western Australian 
Curriculum and Assessment Outline. Many other Learning Areas are currently initiating changes to the 
course outcomes to prepare for the introduction of the Western Australian Curriculum and Assessment 
Outline according to the School Curriculum and Standards Authority (SCSA) timeline. 
 
Students are expected to apply themselves to each course they are studying. Whilst certain courses 
have specific requirements in relation to group work, practical demonstration of skills, etc the College 
has an underlying expectation of all students to commit themselves to their academic studies. This 
relates to preparation and organisation of resources, punctuality to class, positive attitude, active 
participation in lessons, completion of homework and dedication to achieving their best. College staff 
are available to assist students in their endeavours. 
 
Included in this Curriculum Handbook is a course description and outline of the assessment types 
involved in each course available for study at Year 8. The contact person for each course is also provided 
to assist with any further queries. 
 
Year 8 students will complete formal examinations in the core Learning Areas at the conclusion of 
Semester One and Semester Two. These will be included in the assessment outline for the relevant 
courses. A separate timetable will be published for the examination period. Some Elective courses will 
also include an examination that will be completed during class time. 
 
All students will receive three College reports throughout the year to provide formal feedback to 
parents. Towards the conclusion of Term One parents will receive an Interim Report that provides an 
indication of a student's academic achievement, application, attitude and organisation. At the 
conclusion of each semester, a Semester Report will be issued that provides a student's grades for each 
course, the cohort average and statements of work ethic. 
 
Formal Parent Student Teacher interviews are scheduled for the conclusion of Term One and the 
beginning of Term Three, although parents are welcome to contact classroom teachers when queries 
arise throughout the year. 



 

Elective Selection Process 
 
Electives are a compulsory and enriching part of the College curriculum. They are “elective” in the sense 
that students can choose, or elect, to do different courses.  Students should base their decisions upon; 
 

 Interests 

 Abilities 

 Preparation for future studies 

 Career direction 
 
Year 8 Students will be placed in three electives based on their preferences. Students may not receive 
their first three choices. It is important that Elective Selection Forms are submitted by the due date to 
avoid missing out on entry into popular courses. 
 
The College makes every effort to make students’ choices available.  Unfortunately, not all students can 
obtain all the electives they choose.  Reasons for this include: 
 
1. Not enough students wanting to enrol and make a viable class 
2. A class being to capacity and over-subscribed 
3. Certain classes may be timetabled at the same time 
 

Survey Monkey Instructions 
 
To select their Electives students will need to; 
 
1. Refer to the Year 8 Curriculum Handbook available on the College website for information about 

each elective. 

2. Complete student name and Homeroom details 

3. Select electives to the value of three (3) points. Number 1 is the elective the student most wants 

to study.  Please note Language courses are one year courses whilst all other Electives are one 

semester courses. 

4. Number all remaining boxes in order of preference. 

5. All surveys must be completed by 3pm Friday 21 October 2016. 

 
 
During Week 3 students will receive an Elective Confirmation Form that will require a parent signature 
to confirm the Elective choices made via the Survey Monkey link. 
 
This parent confirmation is to be submitted to Student Reception by 31 October 2016. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Core Subjects 



 

Religious Education 

Course Description 

In Year 8 students learn what people understand about God from creation and describe the relationship 
between people and the universe. They identify characteristics of community embodied in the Church. 
They learn that Catholics celebrate their relationship with God in the Mass and the Seven Sacraments. 
Students will be challenged to explore a variety of spiritual, moral and social issues through the 
following topics: 

Topics; 

BELONGING AND ACCEPTANCE IN CATHOLIC COMMUNITIES 
 The Parish and the School are Catholic Communities 
 The Community of John XXIII College 
 Saint Ignatius of Loyola and Venerable Mary Ward 
 Easter 
 Catholic prayers 

THE UNIVERSAL NEED FOR GOD 
 The search for true happiness 
 The saving power of God 
 Jesus and Community 
 How we come to know God 
 God's Chosen People of Israel 
 The characteristics of the religion of Israel 
 The new covenant of Jesus 
 The Church founded by Jesus 
 Praying the Rosary 

CREATION-GOD'S ORIGINAL PLAN 
 The purpose of Creation 
 Living in harmony with God's Creation 
 Creation- a sign of God's love 
 God creates original harmony 
 God's original harmony damaged 
 Jesus the Redeemer 
 Signs of the Power of Jesus 
 The end of the universe as people know it 

GROWING IN THE IMAGE OF GOD  
 The teenage body 
 Jesus taught about the human body 
 Baptism - the body as a temple of the Holy Spirit 
 The Sacrament of Confirmation 
 The Eucharist 
 The Mass - origins and structure 
 Advent - a time of special prayer 

Assessment 

The following types of assessments and weighting will be undertaken: 
Topic Tests: 20% | In class Essays: 20% | Investigations: 25% | Examinations: 40% 



 

English 

Course Description 

The Year 8 English curriculum is built around the three interrelated strands of Language, Literature and 
Literacy. Teaching and learning programs should balance and integrate all three strands. Together the 
strands focus on developing students' knowledge, understanding and skills in listening, reading, 
viewing, speaking, writing and creating. Learning in English builds on concepts, skills and processes 
developed in earlier years, and teachers will revisit and strengthen these as needed. 

Topics; 

 Novel Study 

 TV News and Current Affairs 

 Poetry 

 Novel Study 

 Film Study 

 Drama 

Independent Reading - students are expected to read regularly and widely, both in class and as a part 
of their homework program. 

Assessment 

The following types of assessments and weightings will be undertaken: 
Reception: 45% | Production: 40% | Examination: 15% 

Examinations will take place at the end of Semester One and Two and will cover key content of the unit 
or units covered in that semester. 



 

Health & Physical Education 
 
Course Description 
 
Work within the Health & Physical Education (H&PE) Learning Area is designed to support, contribute 
to and complement the aims of the College and the Western Australian Curriculum, by providing 
equality of access for all students to a broad, balanced and relevant curriculum. 

H&PE at John XXIII College aims to provide an enjoyable and satisfying program, with opportunities for 
every student to develop physically, socially, emotionally and cognitively. The H&PE curriculum offers 
a comprehensive range of learning experiences to meet the needs of individual students and encourage 
active involvement by all as performers, observers and officials. 

We are continually revising our schemes of work to provide structure and development to ensure all 
our students experience progression, challenge and a sense of achievement. The sympathetic selection 
of learning tasks appropriate to students' experience, ability and maturity aims to support all students 
in two ways. Firstly, in the development of physical competence and secondly promote those skills 
necessary to effectively plan and reflect for a healthy lifestyle, movement and movement related 
activities, safely and with confidence. 

The development of tolerance, a sense of fair play and good sporting behaviour are considered to be 
essential elements of the learning process. Through the active participation in a variety of roles within 
the activities experienced, students will be encouraged to appreciate their own and others' strengths 
and weaknesses, and respond appropriately to the needs of the individuals and groups. It is intended 
that the program offered, together with an awareness of leisure opportunities within the community, 
will develop those skills and attitudes conducive to the involvement in an active and healthy lifestyle. 
 

Physical Education topics; 

 Swimming 

 Cross Country 

 Athletics 

 Soccer 

 Gymnastics 

 Softball 

 Basketball 

 Badminton 
 

Health Education topics: 

 Alcohol 

 Cannabis 

 Harm Minimisation 
 

Assessment 

The course will be assessed equally across the following three assessment types: 

Practical Skills, Knowledge and Understanding and Reflection. 

 

 



 

Humanities and Social Sciences 

Course Description 

The main aim of the Humanities and Social Sciences (HASS) course is to develop the skills, 
understandings and values that will enable students to participate in a more informed and effective 
manner in today's society. 

Topics; 

 Civics and Citizenship - Democracy and Law in Action 

 Economics and Business - Participation and Influences in the Market Place 

 Geography - Landforms and Landscapes and Changing nations 

 History - The Ancient to the Modern World; Medieval Europe and the Black Death 

Assessment 

The following types of assessments and weighting will be undertaken: 
Skills: 30% | Research: 30% | Minor: 10% | Examinations: 30% 

 
 
Languages 
 

Course Description 
Communication and cultural understandings are paramount in all three Languages offered at the 
College.  All courses connect to the world of work, further vocational education and training, and 
university pathways. All Language courses offer opportunities for students to participate in the many 
student exchange programs which may enhance travel, work and study options both here and overseas.
  
 
In most cases students will continue with the Language that they studied in Year 7. If a student wishes 
to begin studying a new Language in Year 8 this is to be negotiated with Ms Shane Glass, Head of 
Languages. A College grade ‘C’ or higher in a Year 8 Language course is recommended for entry into the 
corresponding Year 9 Language course. 
 

Assessment 

The following types of assessments and weighting will be undertaken: 
Reading: 25% | Spelling: 25% | Writing: 25% | Listening: 25% 

 
 
FRENCH                LENGTH: 1 Year 
FURTHER INFORMATION: Mrs C Grassi, Mrs D Lucas, Mrs J Leckey 
 
ITALIAN                LENGTH: 1 Year 
FURTHER INFORMATION: Mrs M Polizzi, Mrs C Grassi, Mrs D Lucas 
 
JAPANESE                LENGTH: 1 Year 
FURTHER INFORMATION:  Ms S Glass, Ms H Aghdasi 

 
  



 

English Support            LENGTH: 1 Year 
 
This course is suitable for students who have experienced difficulty with literacy skills. The course will 
be recommended for selected students; parents will be informed by letter. 
 

Course Description 
 
This course seeks to support students with the concepts covered in Year 8 English and improve basic 
literacy skills.  The small class size will enable instruction to target each student’s specific needs. 
 
The following outcomes will be covered in English Support: 

 Reading 

 Writing 

 Speaking and Listening 

 Viewing 
 
The content of the course includes: 

 Reading and viewing comprehension 

 Spelling, punctuation, grammar and editing 

 Paragraph and essay structure 

 Organisation and study skills 
 

Assessment 
The following types of assessments and weighting will be undertaken: 

Reading: 40% | Writing: 40% | Independent Work: 20% 
 
 
FURTHER INFORMATION: Mr S Massey 

 



 

Mathematics 
 

Mathematics Advanced 
 
Course Description 
In addition to the standard Australian Curriculum, Year 8 Mathematics Advanced students will tackle 
problems at a higher difficulty level as well as some more demanding topics. They will use efficient 
mental and written strategies to carry out the four operations with integers, round decimals and solve 
problems involving percentages, recognise the index laws and apply them to whole numbers and 
variables, simplify a variety of algebraic expressions and solve linear equations, graph linear 
relationships on the Cartesian plane, solve a range of everyday problems involving rates and ratios, 
determine complementary events and use the sum of probabilities to solve problems, understand the 
challenges of collecting representative data and the effect on medians and means of outliers, choose 
appropriate units of measurement for area and volume and solve problems, recognise the features of 
circles and solve problems involving circumference and area, identify conditions for congruence of 
plane shapes and establish properties of quadrilaterals and solve related numerical problems and solve 
problems involving time duration. 

Topics; 

 BIMDAS 
 Precision in measurement 
 Percentages 
 Index laws 
 Simplifying algebraic expressions 
 Graph and solve linear equations 
 Solve problems involving rates and ratio 
 Survey design and statistics 
 Solve area and volume problems 
 Probability 
 Congruence 
 Time duration and time zones 
 Substitution into formulae 
 Solve algebraic word problems 
 Finance 

Further elaboration of the topics covered may be found in the program of learning made available to 
the students at the commencement of the course. 

Assessment  
The following types of assessments and weighting will be undertaken: 
Investigations: 16% (which require application of acquired knowledge to new situations and problem 
solving ability) | Tests: 48% | Examinations: 28% 
 

Mathematics Essentials 
 
Course Description 
Year 8 Mathematics Essentials students will cover the standard Australian Curriculum. They will use 
efficient mental and written strategies to carry out the four operations with integers, round decimals 
and solve problems involving percentages, recognise the index laws and apply them to whole numbers 
and variables, simplify a variety of algebraic expressions and solve linear equations, graph linear 
relationships on the Cartesian plane, solve a range of everyday problems involving rates and ratios, 
determine complementary events and use the sum of probabilities to solve problems, understand the 
challenges of collecting representative data and the effect on medians and means of outliers, choose 
appropriate units of measurement for area and volume and solve problems, recognise the features of 
circles and solve problems involving circumference and area, identify conditions for congruence of 
plane shapes and establish properties of quadrilaterals and solve related numerical problems and solve 
problems involving time duration. 
 



 

Topics; 

 BIMDAS 
 Precision in measurement 
 Percentages 
 Index laws 
 Simplifying algebraic expressions 
 Graph and solve linear equations 
 Solve problems involving rates and ratio 
 Survey design 
 Outliers 
 Solve area and volume problems 
 Probability 
 Congruence 
 Time duration 

Further elaboration of the topics covered may be found in the program of learning made available to 
the students at the commencement of the course. 

Assessment  
The following types of assessments and weighting will be undertaken: 
Investigations: 16% (which require application of acquired knowledge to new situations and problem 
solving ability) | Tests: 48% | Examinations: 28% 
 
 

Mathematics Practical 
 
Course Description 
The students will broaden their understanding of mathematics at an elementary level by completing 
topics in the content strands of Number and Algebra, Measurement and Geometry and Statistics and 
Probability. Some students may be on individual education programs more suited to their ability. As 
far as possible, content from the Australian Curriculum for Year 8 will be covered. 

Topics;  

 Place value 
 Arithmetic operations 
 Multiples and factors 
 Primes and composites 
 Length, perimeter, area, volume 
 Fraction arithmetic 
 Decimals 
 Simple percentages 
 Working with angles and polygons 
 Transformations 
 Mass and time calculations 
 Plotting points 
 Statistics 

Further elaboration of the topics covered may be found in the program of learning made available to 
the students at the commencement of the course. 

Assessment  
The following types of assessments and weighting will be undertaken: 
Investigations: 16% (which require application of acquired knowledge to new situations and problem 
solving ability) | Tests: 48% | Examinations: 28% 
Some students may do modified assessments to suit their needs. 
 

 

 



 

Science 

In addition to continuing the Australian Curriculum subjects outlined for Year 7, the students engage 
with the Thinking Science program. This program is a proven method of raising the achievement of 
students in all subjects by developing their cognitive ability. In Year 8 they complete 15 of the 30 lesson 
program. The remaining 15 lessons are studied in Year 9. 

An excursion to investigate the effect of waste and waste management, including the concept of 
sustainability is undertaken in Term Four. 

 

Biological Science 

Course Description 
Students are introduced to cells as microscopic structures that explain macroscopic properties of living 
systems. They link form and function at a cellular level and explore the organisation of body systems in 
terms of flows of matter between interdependent organs. Students use experimentation to isolate 
relationships between components in systems and explain these relationships through increasingly 
complex representations. They make predictions and propose explanations, drawing on evidence to 
support their views. 
 

Assessment 
The following types of assessments and weighting will be undertaken: 
Tests: 40% | Practical assessments: 20% | Research: 30% | Homework: 10% 
 

Chemical Science 

Course Description 
Students study the properties of the different states of matter and how they can be explained in terms 
of motion and arrangement of particles. Students will describe the difference between elements, 
compounds and mixtures at a particle level and will understand that chemical changes involve 
substances reacting to form new substances. 
 

Assessment 
The following types of assessments and weighting will be undertaken: 
Assignments: 15% | Investigations: 15% | Assessed homework: 10% 

 
Physical Science 
 
Course Description 
Students identify different forms of energy and they describe how energy transfers and transformations 
cause change in simple systems. Students use experimentation to isolate relationships between 
components in systems and explain these relationships through increasingly complex representations. 
They make predictions and propose explanations, drawing on evidence to support their views. 
 

Assessment 
The following types of assessments and weighting will be undertaken: 
Practical tests: 30% | Research investigation: 30% | Tests: 30% | Homework: 10% 
  
 



 

Science Inquiry Skills (SIS) 
 
Course Description 
Concepts such as fair test and variables will be covered in the Thinking Science lessons. Planning and 
conducting investigations will occur throughout each unit. This short unit aims to supplement the 
content covered in the Thinking Science lessons and previous investigations. These include: using basic 
laboratory equipment and following the safety rules, measuring, recording and manipulating data. The 
students will also be taught how to write up experiments and investigations in the Practical Report 
book. SIS is embedded into all areas of the Science curriculum. This unit seeks to develop the basics at 
the start of the year from which students will be able to apply logical processes into their investigations. 
Scientific Literacy is developed through the use of a faculty produced aide memoir, and displaying the 
key words in each laboratory. 
 

Assessment 
Homework 100% 
 
 

Philosophy 
 
Course Description 
 
The ancient Greek philosopher, Socrates, once said that “the unexamined life is not worth living.” 
Philosophy provides students with the tools they need to critically examine their own lives as well as 
the world in which they live. This unit focuses on the development of critical thinking and the 
construction of logical arguments which are skills applicable to any subject-matter and any human 
context. It cultivates the capacities and appetite for self-expression and reflection, for exchange and 
debate of ideas, for life-long learning, and for dealing with problems for which there are no easy 
answers. 
 

Assessment 
 

The following types of assessments and weighting will be undertaken: 
Application of Theory: 50% | Research Task: 50% 

 
 

Computing Fundamentals        LENGTH:  1 SEMESTER 
 
Course Description 
 
The aim of the course is to create opportunities for learning through a creative and fun approach to 
Information Technology. This unit will introduce students to the manipulation of digital images using a 
range of programs and techniques from the Adobe Creative Suite (CS). This is a collection of graphic 
design, video editing and web development applications. One of the two major graphics applications 
studied is Photoshop - software that enables a person to manipulate visual images on a computer. The 
other is Flash animation – which enables the creation of various types of animation, culminating in the 
creation of a personalised animation. Fundamental programming principles will also be looked at using 
the MicroWorlds software suite. 
 

Assessment 

The following types of assessments will be undertaken: 
Skills and Written Responses 

 
 



 

Elective Subjects 

 

Art                 LENGTH:  1 SEMESTER 
 

Course Description 
 
Students will be provided with the opportunity to learn new skills and techniques and develop their 
own artistic ideas. Students will complete two projects over the semester, ranging from painting, 
printmaking or pottery, which may include acrylic painting, drawing techniques, collage, lino printing, 
etching and hand building ceramics. 
 

Assessment 

The following types of assessments and weighting will be undertaken: 
Art Ideas: 20% | Arts in Society: 5% | Arts Responses: 5% | Art Skills, Techniques and Processes: 70% 
 
FURTHER INFORMATION:  Miss L Hoy 

 
 
Drama           LENGTH:  1 SEMESTER 

 

Course Description 
 
Students continue to develop their core performance skills. They explore different forms of theatre and 
apply these conventions to their own self devised and scripted work. Workshops will focus on voice and 
movement, working in role, characterisation and building belief. Students will work collaboratively and 
learn team building skills. 
 

 Assessment 

The following types of assessments and weighting will be undertaken: 
Performance: 80% | Response: 20%  
 
FURTHER INFORMATION:  Mr G Tsakisiris 
 
 

Gifted and Talented Education (GATE)          LENGTH:  1 SEMESTER 

 

Course Description 
 

PRE- REQUISITES; 
Any student previously eligible or included in a John XXIII College GATE Program 
Any student included in the Magis Program 
Any student who has attained a High Achievement from Semester 1 in Year 7 
 
Students work with their teacher to create a unit of work appropriate for each student. The unit 
provides a course to suit a student with an independent learning style who is keen to further their 
knowledge in a range of disciplines. Students will also have the opportunity to work collaboratively and 
learn team building skills.  
 

Assessment 
Self and peer reflection combined with teacher discussion will form the basis of assessment in this 
course. 
 
FURTHER INFORMATION: Ms C Magee 
 



 

Food Focus               LENGTH:  1 SEMESTER 

 

Course Description 
 
This unit focuses on increasing culinary skills, fostering a passion for cooking and the confidence to 
prepare nutritious meals at home. The importance of healthy living is explored and put into practice. 
 

Assessment 

The following types of assessments and weighting will be undertaken: 
Skills: 90% | Bookwork: 10% 
 
 
FURTHER INFORMATION: Miss M Toleman 
 
 

Material Design and Technology: Wood         LENGTH:  1 SEMESTER 

 

Course Description 
 
During the course, different types and uses of tools will be demonstrated. Students are required to use 
wood and plastics to make a variety of projects.  The development of hand skills and processes as design 
skills will be the feature of this course.  The course will also introduce students to the AutoCAD design 
package, allowing students to produce “industry standard” drawings. 
 

Assessment 

The following types of assessments and weighting will be undertaken: 
Skills: 60% | Investigation: 20% | Evaluations: 10% | Affective: 10% 
 
 
FURTHER INFORMATION: Mr R Deurloo 

 
 
Music          LENGTH: 1 SEMESTER/OR 1 YEAR 
 
Students may choose to enrol in the subject for a semester or a year.  
 
Students contemplating studying Music in Years 11 and 12 are strongly advised to complete Music in 
Years 8, 9 and 10. Subjects are open to all students, whether or not they are intending to continue with 
Music at Year 11 and 12 levels. 
 

Course Description 
 
Students develop an understanding of the elements of music and apply these through creating, 
composing, performing and responding to music. Students are introduced to relevant and engaging 
music in a context appropriate to the group. There is a strong performance component to the course 
with many opportunities to perform as a soloist and/ or as part of an ensemble. 
 

Assessment 
The following types of assessments and weighting will be undertaken: 
Performance 45% Tests 40% Composition 15% 
 
FURTHER INFORMATION: Ms K Alexander 


