
Anti-Poverty Week places the 

spotlight on families that, so 

often, fall beneath the social 

radar – lone parent families, 

families with a disabled parent 

or child, families of unemployed 

or surviving on part time casual 

work, families from non-English 

speaking countries and aged 

pensioners.  The reports from 

ACOSS and other agencies 

provide a plethora of statistics: 

over 2 million Australians are 

living below the poverty line 

(12.8% of the population), more 

than half a million children 

(17.3% of all children) are poor, 

63% of those living under the 

poverty line are unemployed 

and 13.5% of the female 

population live in poverty, 

usually with children.  The 

deluge of statistics can, at times, 

obscure the real face of poverty. 

Poverty is running your life on 

survival mode praying that you 

can hold everything together 

while you try to pay the 

electricity bill which has gone up 

by 14%, find new shoes for your 

son who can no longer squeeze 

his feet into last year’s shoes, 

scrape every last cent into rent 

which keeps on rising and, 

because your children are worth 

so much more than your pride, 

going to St Vincent de Paul for 

help with food.  Poverty is the 

pensioner who spends most of the 

winter day in bed because 

heating is too expensive, the 

carer of a disabled child who 

cannot afford to go out for coffee 

on a rare day off, the family, 

dependent on casual work, who 

have never had a holiday and the 

child who stays home “sick” on 

school excursion days.  Poverty is 

the rural family with a sick child 

who cannot afford better 

treatment in the bigger town 

because they cannot afford 

accommodation, it is the 

adolescent girl forced to leave 

home unable to survive alone on 

the Youth Allowance and the 

newly arrived refugee exploited 

in a restaurant kitchen providing 

meals for those who can go out for 

dinner.  

It is hard to imagine that in 

affluent Australia children are 

going to bed hungry, are bullied 

at school because they have no 

 

Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them; 

and offerings of well-being of your fatted animals I will not look upon… But let justice roll 

down like waters and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. (Amos 5:22, 24) 

Anti-Poverty Week 2012 

Poverty in Australia 

I B V M  J P I C  C O M M I T T E E  

Those who are 

poor or lack the 

very basics of life, 

those in need of 

any kind, have a 

special claim on 

our energies and 

love. (2.7) 

In a world of 

inequality and 

oppression we 

stand with those 

exploited in any 

way by unjust 

systems and 

structures. Of 

particular 

concern to us are 

injustices that 

prevent women 

and men from 

becoming fully 

and freely the 

human persons 

God created 

them to be. (2.8) 
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lunch and even go a whole day without food.  Fresh fruit and 

vegetables are too expensive and many children live, largely, 

on a diet of bread, cereal, two minute noodles and pasta.  

Anglicare in their report, When there’s not enough to eat, noted 

an increasing number of families where parents went without 

food so that their children could eat. 

The Australian government, anxious in the face of the global 

financial crisis in Europe and the United States, has embarked 

on austerity measures and one of these is the legislation to move 

140,000 lone parents on to the Newstart allowance when their 

youngest child turns 8.  The Newstart allowance is currently 

about 21% or $74 below the poverty line.  The CEO of St 

Vincent de Paul, John Falzon, asks how the Federal government 

can pursue fiscal austerity and decree that a chunk of surplus 

should be skimmed from the pockets of single mums and their 

children.  The Anglicare report draws attention to the 

government legislation and notes that people on income support 

payments like Newstart or the Disability Support Pension are at 

the highest risk of going without food.  As rents soar in most 

Australian cities and food prices rise, (tomatoes at $8 a kilo) can 

this allowance possibly provide the clothes, haircut and 

transport necessary to search for employment?  The divide 

between those with and those without continues to widen in 

Australia.  Poverty, as John Falzon points out, is the result of bad 

policy and bad policy can be changed if enough citizens contact 

their local members and ask that the Newstart allowance be 

increased by $50 as recommended by ACOSS and the 

supporting agencies.   

they review their 
budget cuts to 

education and health. 

 Organise awareness 
raising days in  
schools, universities 
and communities  
around the causes of 
poverty in Australia 
and global poverty. 
Have lunchtime 
seminars and invite 

guest speakers.  

 Speak out! Write 
articles for a school 
newsletter or a letter 

 Pray, and ….  

 Educate yourself. Raise 

your awareness. 

 Talk to 5 people about 

poverty and its causes. 

 Write to your local 
Federal member and 
ask that the Newstart 
allowance be increased 
by $50.00 as 
recommended by 
ACOSS and supporting 

agencies. 

 Write to your local State 
member and ask that 

to the editor of you 
local paper about 
poverty and 
homelessness in 

Australia. 
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“This report reveals that 

despite years of 

unprecedented growth 

and wealth creation, we 

have made little ground in 

combatting the scourge of 

poverty with 1 in 8 people 

overall and 1 in 6 children 

living below the poverty 

line. 

It is simply unacceptable 

that so many people are 

still going without the 

basics and the sorts of 

opportunities the rest of 

us take for granted.  A 

wealthy country such as 

ours can and should do 

better to ensure that 

everyone is afforded an 

adequate standard of 

living.  It is a fundamental 

human right." 

Dr. Cassandra Goldie, 

ACOSS CEO 
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