
Fr Gaetan Pereira  
Mrs Anne Fry’s Farewell   
   
We farewell our chaplain, Fr Gaetan, on behalf of the faith community of John XXIII College. Gaetan has 
been our chaplain for six years and in that time has served us all with love, compassion, acceptance and joy. 
He has an ability to meet people in the Spirit of Jesus, without judgement, without distinctions based on 
age, socio-economic status, faith, gender or ethnicity. Gaetan meets people with the same hospitality of 
Christ, where they are. In the Jesuit way of finding God in all things, Gaetan has helped us to be aware of 
God in both the obvious and the most surprising places! 
 
Gaetan’s energy and enthusiasm for life, bursts through his engagement with the community. No doubt 
this energy is derived from his faithful attendance to his prayer and interior life but also from his physical 
fitness. He is a committed runner and stands on his head for five minutes each day! I am happy to emulate 
many of Gaetan’s practices of faith but not that one! He loves bush walking and has often shared his love of 
the Australian bush and environment with us in his reflections and stories.  
 
Gaetan has modelled for us that the greatest strengths of life are demonstrated through gentleness. He 
does not exercise influence through coercion but through relationships built on trust and empathy. In doing 
so he gives witness to the vulnerabilities of the followers of Christ, and this gift of gentle presence has seen 
him make great connections with the youngest of our students and some of the most special of our 
children in the Mary Ward Centre. Often locked in to a world without communication, Gaetan’s touch 
brings them the awareness of their lovability and value. Similarly the newest of babies who Gaetan has 
baptised will have experienced the gentle touch of God.  
 
Gaetan has listened to the call of Vatican II to respond to the hopes, joys, griefs and anxieties of the people. 
Gaetan has been there for us at times of joy, hope, grief and anxiety and brought consolation to us through 
the sacraments, his blessings and his companionship. He has baptised, confirmed, blessed everything in 
sight, commissioned pilgrims, travellers and leaders. He has opened school years and farewelled us into 
holidays, celebrated daily the Eucharist and this Friday morning Community Mass with us for six years. The 
gap he leaves behind will be immeasurable but his legacy of kindness will remain. His name will be 
remembered in a Rowing Scull and today I am also happy to announce that the Cross Country Shield will be 
named the Fr Gaetan Pereira Shield.  
 
Gaetan, you leave with our gratitude, affection and joy. God bless.  
 
Anne Fry  
Principal  
John XXIII College 
 
7 December 2012. 


