
Brief History of the Congregation of lmmaculate Conception, Madurai 
 
The Congregation of the Immaculate Conception (CIC), Madurai, South India was started with four simple 
un-educated women at Panjampatti, a small village near Dindigul on 2nd February 1899. 
 
The founders of the Congregation are Fr. Julius Larmey, SJ, Fr. Augustine Pereira and Fr. Eugene 
Nespoulous, SJ. 
 
A severe famine hit the entire part of South India. People suffered and died in large numbers, for want of 
food and medicine. Fr. Larmey, the then Parish Priest of Panjampatti, tried his best to feed the people in 
and around Panjampatti, tapping various resources. 
 
The selfless dedication of Fr. Julius Larmey, SJ, ably assisted by Fr. Augustine Pereira, in teaching Catechism 
and propagating the Christian faith impressed the people of Panjampatti, specially the youth.  Among them 
four young girls, Visuvasam, Viagammal, Annammal and Savariammal who made a promise of celibacy and 
dedicated themselves to the Service of God. 
 
Later, this Congregation was shifted to, and established in, Madurai on 2nd July 1911. 
 
In 1986, as result of the celebration of the Platinum Jubilee of CIC, the challenging mission activity in Bihar 
State, the Northern part oflndia, was started. In continuation of this missionary zeal we set foot in Zambia 
(Africa) and South Africa, Italy and in Sri Lanka. 
 
During the past ten decades, this Congregation has flourished, propelled by the Providence of God, 
resembling the proverbial mustard seed. 
 
On account of the motivation given by these holy men, a group of the first four dedicated women entered 
with a single purpose and started their community life on 2nd Feb. 1899. Rev. Fr. Julius Larmey S.J., Rev. Fr. 
Augustine Pereira and Rev. Fr. Eugene Nespoulous, SJ, are our honoured founders of the Congregation. 
 
General Background of our Fr. Augustine Pereira Community College. 
 
The sisters of the Congregation of Immaculate Conception landed in the Parish of Our Lady of Snows 
Tuticorin, India on 02.07.2007 for the establishment of Fr. Augustine Pereira Community College to help 
young women and those who could not afford to continue further studies due to poverty and family 
constraints. 
 
Difficulties faced by the Fishermen of this area. 
 
* The people work for a daily living. Due to the poor economic conditions of Fishermen, there is a need for 
the women to learn some trade to fulfill their daily living requirements. 
* To meet the needs of education and health care of their children, the women at home are compelled to 
work. 
* Further, due to seasonal changes, they cannot fish every month in the year to expect a regular income, 
besides the whole sale fish market rate is very low so they have to find other sources to meet their daily 
needs. 
* Since the fishermen spend the whole day at sea, the women take on the responsibilities of the family 
during the day. 
* To fulfill their daily needs, they need to learn some new skills to find work. So, in this Community College, 
single and married woman, are taught part time useful skills like Beauty care, Computer course, Fashion 
designing and tailoring. 
 



The relationship between the CIC sisters and the Pereira Family has been a long standing spiritual 
connection, especially in the recent years by the generosity of the 'Francis Xavier Pereira and Sons' Charity 
Trust' I property, donated to the CIC sisters, to administer and use it for social services. The Congregation of 
Immaculate Conception has renewed and renovated the 'Bharatha Home' and is now using that building as 
Immaculate Home and Fr. Augustine Pereira Community College, to undertake and administer a Technical 
Centre for educating young women with hearing impairment to undergo training in 'Beauty care, Computer 
education Fashion designing and Tailoring. They are soon, employed in small scale technical centres after 
finishing their respective course of study. 


